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A basin of the river Kura, in full or partially, covers the territories of the Republics of Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia, Turkey and Iran that are using its water resources and suffer from the disasters occurring in this basin proportionally to the occupied territory and size of the population.

Taking into consideration, that recently the natural and man-made disasters occurring in the basin of the river Kura become more and more massive and devastating, the goals set to disaster reduction, consequences mitigation and disaster prevention have the nation wide nature.

Activation of the natural and man-made disasters in the basin of the river Kura is stipulated by:

· Activation of a human impact on the environment

· Expansion of assignment of urban developments and industrial installations in the potentially hazardous zones

· Missing of or imperfect monitoring over natural and technological events

· Decrease in reliability during operation of water economic installations

· Slackening of responsibility level in the operation personnel and poor respecting of the normative requirements.

The highlighted goals become more relevant under conditions of establishing the new economic forms and blockade of the transportation routs.

Regardless of the situation established and bearing in mind the international expertise, stating that amounts required for liquidation of the consequences of the natural and technological disasters are 15 times above the cost of carrying out their preventive measures, resolution of the goals set to the prevention becomes one of the cornerstones of the state policy pursued by this country.

The annual average discharge of the Kura basin makes 30 billion m³; of which 7 billion m³ is formed on the territory of the Republic of Armenia.

Of the water resources formed on the territory of the Republic of Armenia, almost 3 billion m³ is being spent on different purposes, from which 43% is used after being regulated in the water reservoirs and 57%- through water collectors of the natural discharge.

Due to the relief marks on the territory of the Republic, ranging within the 800-900m limit, the unregulated mudflows, formed in the river basins as a result of the spring floods, cause the considerable prejudice to the riverside settlements, agricultural lands and communication ways.

Suffice it is to notice, that damage to the population and economy of the Republic within a 2 full-flowing year period (1997-199) has made almost  $65 million, including those caused by the landslides- $ 25,6 million.

The danger in case the water resources are used above or less its established standards is accompanied by activation of the landslides and other events, such as:

1. As a result of not respecting watering norms for the irrigated lands of the RA, about 40-45 thousand ha of the irrigated territories are considered water-sick, which:

· To the considerable extent affects the yield capacity of vegetables

· Aggravates hygienic state of the environment

· Affects the resistance of the dwelling and other type constructions and etc.

2. As a result of a wasteful use of water for irrigation and other economic purposes and due to the antropogenic events, on the territory of the RA there were created about 3 000 landslide centers, including 25 settlements, subject to full or partial evacuation.

80 reservoirs built on the territory of the RA are also the centers of a potential danger of arising of the emergency situations.

The reservoirs have been built in different periods of time and due to the continuous operation of the hydro- electric power developments at present are in a technically poor condition.

During operation of the reservoirs there have been registered several accidents and bursts of dikes followed by their catastrophic effects.

Taking into account the established dangerous situation, the RA government at financial support of the Wold Bank is implementing the development and realization of the projects with an aim to provide for safety of 80 reservoirs built in the Republic.

At present, the hydro-technical constructions of 25 reservoirs have already been rebuilt, the early warning systems for population, located in the inundation prone areas and the systems of adequate measures in a case of an accident, are being set up.

In the RA the following programs have been developed and are being gradually implemented: 

· On protection against mudflows

· On protection against landslides, rock falls

· On melioration of the water-sick lands

· On preservation of the water resources of Lake Sevan and their effective use as fresh water and in other purposes

· On use jointly with Turkey the water resources of the Araks River, the tributary of the Kura and protection of the population in the riverside settlements against floods.

The following requirements should be met in order to activate and carry out the mentioned measures within the framework of  “The Year of Fresh Water”:

1. Encourage   the partner’s initiative to submit the regional suggestions

2. Set up mechanisms for realization of the suggestions by cooperative efforts and through use of the state, local self-management and private funds.

3. Promote the public establishments for more active participation in the water resources management process.

4. Expand a training process and raise awareness of the public in the area of utilization and preservation of the water resources.

5. Create mechanisms for ensuring a mutual assistance between the neighboring countries aimed at a joint use of the preventive measures against disasters, concerning the water resources problems. 
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