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NATURAL HAZARDS AND VULNERABILITY
IN COSTA RICA



CURRENT STATE OF DISASTER PREVENTION
IN COSTA RICA

THE PUBLIC POLICY FRAMEWORKTHE PUBLIC POLICY FRAMEWORK

Costa Rica’s risk reduction Costa Rica’s risk reduction 
and emergency response and emergency response 

plan is linked to the plan is linked to the 
National Development Plan National Development Plan 

through its environment through its environment 
and public safety thematic and public safety thematic 

areasareas.

ThisThis approachapproach breaksbreaks withwith
traditionaltraditional disasterdisaster

managementmanagement modelsmodels by by 
addressingaddressing thesethese issuesissues

fromfrom a a developmentdevelopment
perspectiveperspective..



CURRENT STATE OF DISASTER PREVENTION
IN COSTA RICA

THE PUBLIC POLICY FRAMEWORKTHE PUBLIC POLICY FRAMEWORK

RiskRisk reductionreduction andand
emergencyemergency response response isis a   a   
standstand--alonealone policypolicy withinwithin thethe
NationalNational DevelopmentDevelopment Plan.  Plan.  
ItIt isis alsoalso a a crosscuttingcrosscutting issueissue
forfor allall publicpublic policiespolicies thatthat
comprisecomprise thethe NationalNational
DevelopmentDevelopment Plan.Plan.

ThisThis newnew strategicstrategic approachapproach addressesaddresses thethe underlyingunderlying
risksrisks andand notnot onlyonly thethe effectseffects ofof disastersdisasters.  As .  As suchsuch, , itit has has 

anan directdirect impactimpact onon Costa Rica’s development. Costa Rica’s development. 
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GIS TECHNOLOGY

RISKS

RISK MAPSRISK MAPS

TheThe involvementinvolvement ofof local local 
governmentsgovernments andand thethe
enactmentenactment ofof regulationsregulations
havehave helpedhelped toto broadenbroaden thethe
traditionaltraditional focusfocus onon disasterdisaster
response by response by incorporatingincorporating a a 
cultureculture ofof disasterdisaster
preventionprevention.  .  

DISASTER PREVENTIONDISASTER PREVENTION
AT THE LOCAL LEVELAT THE LOCAL LEVEL



ACHIEVEMENTSACHIEVEMENTS
Local Local governmentsgovernments participateparticipate in in 
85% 85% ofof thethe EmergencyEmergency CommitteesCommittees..

ByBy lawlaw, local , local governmentsgovernments willwill havehave
budgetedbudgeted forfor emergencyemergency response response 
activitiesactivities..

RegulationsRegulations ((buildingbuilding codescodes, , landland
use, etc.) use, etc.) developeddeveloped forfor atat--riskrisk
urbanurban areasareas..

EnvironmentalEnvironmental departmentsdepartments createdcreated
in in municipalitiesmunicipalities workingworking onon thethe
issueissue ofof riskrisk managementmanagement..

Municipal Municipal outreachoutreach riskrisk reductionreduction
initiativesinitiatives directeddirected toto communitiescommunities..

DISASTER PREVENTION AT THE MUNICIPAL LEVELDISASTER PREVENTION AT THE MUNICIPAL LEVEL



TOWARD A CULTURE OF DISASTER PREVENTIONTOWARD A CULTURE OF DISASTER PREVENTION

CHALLENGES IN COSTA RICACHALLENGES IN COSTA RICA

•• ConsolidationConsolidation ofof thethe nationalnational riskrisk reductionreduction andand emergencyemergency
response response systemsystem..

•• DecentralizationDecentralization ofof decisiondecision makingmaking andand resourceresource allocationallocation
atat local local levellevel toto strengthstrength local local riskrisk reductionreduction andand response.response.

•• EncourageEncourage publicpublic--privateprivate partnershippartnership andand allall satakeholdersatakeholder
involvementinvolvement intointo nationalnational riskrisk reductionreduction andand emergencyemergency
response response activitiesactivities..

•• ImproveImprove informationinformation sharingsharing amongamong institutionsinstitutions andand publicpublic
awarnessawarness. . 



MUCHAS MUCHAS 
GRACIAS !GRACIAS !


