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Report

UNCRD organized an international symposium on “Safer Communities” as part of the
Public Forum to review the achievements of disaster management interventions, and
discuss how “community” has been integrated and institutionalized into disaster
management in the context of global disaster management concerns the world and Kobe.
The symposium is divided into 2 sessions, reflecting on the needs of effective approach
for disaster management and the tools to make the communities safer. The symposium
was facilitated to promote knowledge-sharing of “Linking the World to Kobe ~ Kobe
to the World” to examine how the two can relate, exchange, and learn from each other
on grassroots initiatives on disaster management and promote safer construction.
Furthermore, Improvised Shaketable Demonstration was conducted during the symposium,
aiming to show the effectiveness of simple techniques towards safer construction of
non engineered houses. The demonstration showed comparison of a pair of 1/10th scaled

model building put under vibration of an improvised shaketable operated manually.
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