Draft (21 July 2004)

Public Forum on the Occasion of the Disaster Prevention Day 
and the Disaster Prevention Week

Tuesday, 24 August 2004

U Thant International Conference Hall, UN House, Tokyo

Recovery from Catastrophic Disasters

- towards a safer world for all - 

Background

Negative impact of natural disasters is increasing. While human losses are decreasing in the recent years, economic losses and the number of events and people affected by disasters are increasing. Disasters pose human suffering, loss of means of livelihood and setbacks to social and economic development, therefore, are a significant threat to achieve sustainable development, in particular, in developing countries. 

Looking only at recent major earthquakes, the Great Hanshin Awaji Earthquake on 17 January1995 resulted in more than 6400 fatalities and seriously destructed social and economic activities of a developed country like Japan which had been investing much effort in disaster reduction activities.  The world has continued to witness devastating earthquakes such as the earthquake that hit the northwestern Turkey on 17 August 1999 claiming almost 16,000 lives, the earthquake that struck the Gujarat State of India on 26 January 2001 killing almost 14,000 people, and the earthquake that damaged the historic city of Bam in Iran on 26 December 2003 killing more than 30,000. 

Recovery or reconstruction after disasters is an important stage in building disaster-resilient communities, irrespective of the magnitude or scale of the event but more so in major disasters.  At present numerous international and regional organizations as well as NGOs are dealing with emergency response and immediate relief.  Disaster reduction activities are also promoted by various organizations in various regions of the world.  The United Nations Inter-Agency Secretariat of the International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (UN/ISDR), follow-up arrangement to the International Decade for Natural Disaster Reduction (IDNDR), facilitates the implementation of disaster reduction worldwide in cooperation with governments and organizations working in the field.  However, there is no framework or platform which facilitates swift and smooth recovery from disasters and the rapid reconstruction of affected areas, taking into account measures to reduce the negative impact of future possible disasters. 

Rationale

The UN General Assembly adopted a resolution A/RES/58/214 in December last year to convene a World Conference on Disaster Reduction in January 2005 in Kobe-Hyogo designed to foster specialized discussions and produce concrete changes and results in disaster reduction.  The main objectives are:

a) To conclude the review of the Yokohama Strategy and its Plan of Action, with a view to updating the guiding framework on disaster reduction for the twenty-first century; 

b) To identify specific activities aimed at ensuring the implementation of relevant provisions of the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation of the World Summit on Sustainable Development (“Johannesburg Plan of Implementation”) on vulnerability, risk assessment and disaster management;

c) To share best practices and lessons learned to further disaster reduction, within the context of attaining sustainable development, and to identify gaps and challenges;

d) To increase awareness of the importance of disaster reduction policies, thereby facilitating and promoting the implementation of those policies; and
e) To increase the reliability and availability of appropriate disaster-related information to the public and disaster management agencies in all regions, as set out in relevant provisions of the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation.

In view of the above, the United Nations University (UNU), the Cabinet Office of Japan, the United Nations Inter-Agency Secretariat of the International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (UN/ISDR), United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), and the Asian Disaster Reduction Center (ADRC) are organizing a public forum “Recovery from Catastrophic Disasters – towards a safer world for all -” on 24 August 2004.  The main objective of the forum is to discuss and propose how we could reduce disaster risk with a view to ensure sustainable development through experiences of Iran, India and Japan as well as other countries prone to disasters.

Furthermore, 1 September has been designated as the Disaster Prevention Day in Japan, commemorating the day where the tragic Great Kanto Earthquake occurred 80 years ago in 1923.  The week around the Disaster Prevention Day has been designated as Disaster Prevention Week to promote disaster reduction activities for the enhancement of disaster preparedness of all people.  Various kinds of activities to raise public awareness about disasters are carried out during the week at national, local and community levels.  In this context, the forum will provide an opportunity to enhance the understanding among the public of the need to further strengthen disaster reduction capacities in the world as well as in Japan and to further promote international cooperation in disaster reduction.  

The forum will also discuss what is expected from the World Conference on Disaster Reduction and how Japan, as a country which has been playing a leading role in international cooperation on disaster reduction, could contribute to the Conference and to the world with regards to the entire disaster reduction cycle, including the recovery and reconstruction. 

Outline
Date and time: Tuesday, 24 August 2004, 14:00 – 17:30

Venue: U Thant International Conference Hall, UN House, Tokyo, Japan 

Organizers: 

- Cabinet Office of Japan

- United Nations Inter-Agency Secretariat of the International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (UN/ISDR)
- United Nations University (UNU)
- 
United Nations Development Programme (UNDP)

- Asian Disaster Reduction Center (ADRC)
Supported by:
- USAID




- NHK




- Hyogo Prefecture
Programme (tentative):

14:00 – 14:30 Opening ceremony

· Dr. Hans van Ginkel, Rector, United Nations University
· Cabinet Office
· Asian Disaster Reduction Center

14:30 – 15:00 Keynote speech

Ms. Helena Molin Valdes, Deputy Director, ISDR Secretariat
“World Conference on Disaster Reduction- Building disaster resilient nations
and communities in support of sustainable development”
15:00 – 15:30 Coffee break
15:30 – 17:30 Panel discussion (Panellists will make a 10-minute presentation each at the 
beginning of the panel discussion)

Panellists:
· Dr. Patricia Bolton, Battelle Seattle Research Center, USA

“Disaster Recovery: Faster, Better, or Safer?”
· Mr. Tadashi Harada, Deputy Director General for Disaster Management,
Cabinet Office, Government of Japan

“Recovery and reconstruction towards disaster resilient communities – from the Japanese experiences -”
· Mr. Frederick Lyons, UN Resident Coordinator and UNDP Resident Representative in Islamic Republic of Iran

“Challenge of Bam Earthquake – road map for safer communities”
· Mr. Kamal Kishore, Regional Disaster Reduction Advisor for South and Southwest Asia, UNDP The Bureau for Crisis Prevention and Recovery (BCPR)

“Role of UN in recovery and reconstruction after catastrophic disasters”
Coordinator:


Prof. Kishie Shigekawa, Fuji-Tokoha University, Japan

Commentators:



Ms. Helena Molin Valdes, Deputy Director, ISDR Secretariat 



Representative of Hyogo Prefectural Government (to be confirmed)
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