STATEMENT AT THE PLENARY SESSION OF THE
WORLD CONFERENCE ON DISASTER REDUCTION

by

M. Jarraud
Secretary-General
World Meteorological Organization
(Kobe, Hyogo, Japan, 18-22 January 2005)

On behalf of the World Meteorological Organization (WMQ) and my own, | wish to express our
appreciation for the opportunity to address the World Conference on Disaster Reduction (WCDR).
| am also grateful to the Government and people of Japan for hosting this Conference, as well as
for their hospitality and unflinching commitment to disaster reduction.

This Conference is taking place at a time when the world's attention is dramatically drawn to the
perennial concern of natural disasters, which threaten lives, livelihoods, development and security.
We are all deeply grieved by the desolation and suffering of the millions of people devastated by
the tsunami that hit Indian Ocean countries on 26 December 2004. The impacts of this disaster
have reached staggering proportions in terms of the scale of human loss, associated damage,
number of countries affected as well as related response and recovery efforts.

Even before this event, the year 2004 had already been a year of major hazards, many of which
turned into disasters. Many countries worldwide were inflicted with considerable loss of life and
socio-economic impact as a result of weather-, climate- and water-related natural hazards. These
ranged from one of the most severe tropical cyclone seasons in the Atlantic and the Pacific, to
severe floods in Asia. However, the recent tsunami disaster has demonstrated in a dramatic
fashion the need to intensify efforts to prevent natural hazards from becoming disasters. We need
to develop jointly a clear vision, an effective integrated action plan and move forward together to
prevent such disasters in the future. In this connection, the Conference offers a special opportunity
that should be seized upon by the international community.

At a time when the world's attention is turned to the largest coordinated humanitarian relief effort,
we also need strong political will and investments in risk prevention and reduction, that is, to further
promote and develop a culture of prevention. It is urgent and our duty to accelerate efforts in
strengthening pre-disaster strategies. While natural hazards may not be avoided, pre-disaster







