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I would first like to like to express the appreciation of the United Nations Office for Outer Space Affairs and
my own, for the opportunity to address the World Conference on Disaster Reduction (WCDR). [ am also
grateful to the Government and people of Japan for making this Conference a reality, as well as for their

hospitality. [ am happy to recognize their leading efforts to contributing to disaster reduction worldwide,

Because of the inevitable occurrence of natural phenomena, exacerbated by global environmental change,
aggravated ecological imbalances, the growing world population, inappropriate human practices in terms of
land use and land development and increasing pressures on other resources of the Farth, disasters are occurming
more frequently and their consequential damage is increasing. That situation, in turn, is causing deforestation,
desertification, soil erosion, water deficit, poor health and an impoverished quality of life, all of which inhibit

sustainable development.

We have recently witnessed the tremendous impact on human life and property of the recent tsunamis that
devastated large coastal areas in the Indian Ocean. Due to the magnitude of the disaster there has been an
outporing of international support for relief and rehabilitation. However, although other disasters have not been
as visible, according to some estimates, over the last decade, the cost attributed to natural disasters amounts
annually, on average, to over 60,000 human lives lost, almost 250 million lives affected and damages estimated
at $70 illion.

One of the main recommendations put forward at the Third United Nations Conference on the Exploration
and Peaceful Uses of Outer Space (UNISPACE 111) was the need to implement an integrated, global system,
especially through international cooperation, to manage natural disaster mitigation, relief and prevention
efforts, especially of an international nature, through Earth observation, satellite communications and other
space-based services, making maximum use of existing capabilities and filling gaps in worldwide satellite
coverage. From this recommendation several actions were initiated by the United Nations Committtee on the
Peaceful Uses of Outer Space and by the Office for Our Space Affairs. At the same time it was recognized that
implementing this recommendation requires capacity building for developing countries to have access and be
in a position to use space-based technologies including images from Earth observation satellite, satellite

communications and global navigation satellite systems for risk reduction and disaster management.






