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Chair

Thank you for the opportunity, and Tuvalu fully support the statement of Mauritius on behalf
of the Alliance of Small Island States (AOSIS), and the statement by Marshall Islands on
behalf of the Pacific Island Countries.

Tuvalu's would like also to express it sympathies to those countries that suffered severe
damage and loss of life from the recent events in the Indian Ocean.
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The Small Island Developing States in the Pacific acknowledge that many international
declarations and development programs recognize the special circumstances of SIDS, their
people, and their communities. From Agenda 21, for example, state that the human and
social characteristics of small islands together with their vulnerability form a "special case” to
be dealt with in global action programs. And of course most recently in the Mauritius
Strategy for further Implementation of the Barbados Programme of Action for SIDS.

The vulnerabilities of small islands have increased over the last decade whilst resilience has
not kept pace. In an ever-globalizing world, the human and social characteristics continue to
be dominated by growing exposure and vulnerability alongside increasing inabilities to
respond. A major disadvantage is the small population base tending to lead to a narrow
range of on-island resources and skills.

Yet given their size, small islands can be entirely devastated by a disaster, with the
sustaining environment, social fabric and resulting livelihoods virtually destroyed. Decades of
development effort can be eliminated in a few hours, as demonstrated in 2004 by Cyclone
Heta in Niue in the Pacific.

Despite a strong understanding of the environment, many islanders often have little
perception of increasing vulnerability, especially due to longer-term changes. People living
on small islands perhaps generally understand their island, its characteristics and how to
build resilience, yet do not have the adaptive capability or sufficient alternative options and
resources to cope with significant environmental changes. Future implications are
augmented vulnerability, less understanding of current and potential risks, and a growing
inability to deal with these issues.
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Rising sea levels attributed to global warming and caused by increased global greenhouse
gas emissions would make some small islands uninhabitable. This risk is considered
unacceptable and it is a major concern to Tuvalu, especially since small islands communities
are not responsible for the damaging emissions.

The prevalent and serious risks to Pacific SIDS island communities demand new solutions.
Rather than ad-hoc activities linked to disaster response following specific events, as is often
witnessed, these solutions must effectively address the underlying causes of the






