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I would like to join other speakers in thanking Japan for organising and hosting this Conference,
which | hope will be a landmark event in the history of disaster reduction. My special thanks also
go to the people of the prefecture of Hyogo for their hospitality and their willingness to share their
experiences.

As we gather here in Kobe, we must spare a special thought for the communities and countries
that were struck by the recent tsunami disaster. Like other speakers, | would like to express the
heartfelt compassion and solidarity of the people and Government of Switzerland.

In 1994, the World Conference on Natural Disaster Reduction, held in Yokohama, Japan,
highlighted the increasing frequency and the scale of losses caused by disasters worldwide,
especially in developing countries, and called upon the international community to redouble its
efforts towards reducing these losses. The Review of the Yokohama Strategy identifies areas of
progress, but the recent tsunami disaster in the Indian Ocean and other recent catastrophes show
that huge challenges remain.

Disaster reduction and sustainable development are mutually reinforcing objectives. Sustainable
development must systematically incorporate the full range of risk reduction tools, including risk
assessment and monitoring, early warning and good development and planning practices. Such an
integrated approach to disaster risk reduction is not an optional add-on to development. Rather, it
should be integral to development policy and practice and seen as an investment for the future with
substantial returns.

The Government of Switzerland, in the person of Dr Marco Ferrari, had the honor and privilege to
chair the Committee who elaborated in many sessions the outcome document of this Conference,
which is to be adopted at the end of this Conference. The "Hyogo Framework for Action® will be the
guiding light of our actions over the next ten years. The Government of Switzerland is committed to
integrating its recommendations into its policy and practice, both at home and in the context of its
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