Address by Hon. Mr. Purna Bahadur Khadka, Minister of Home
Affairs, and head of the Nepalese delegation to the World Conference on
Disaster Reduction, Kobe, Japan, Jan. 18-22, 2005

Mr. Chairman,
Excellencies,
Distinguished delegates,
Ladies and Gentlemen

At the outset, I would like to congratulate you on your election to the
Chairman of this Conference. We look forward to a meaningful outcome of
this Conference under your able guidance. 1 also want to thank the
Government of Japan, the Mayor and the people of this historically charming
city of Kobe, for the warm hospitality extended to us as well as for the
excellent arrangement made for the Conference.

The gracious presence of their imperial Majesties has greatly inspired us all,
and the kind address by His Imperial Majesty has given us guidance.
Similarly, the rich and thought provoking statement by the Honorable Prime
Minister of Japan has inspired us to forge ahead united.

I believe that the long experiences of Japan in the prevention and
management of disaster could be utilized to build the resilience of nations and
communities to reduce the disaster. I also believe that countries like Nepal
can take more advantages from the rich experiences of Japan because of the
similarity of physical environment and natural hazards.

Mr. Chairman,

We are meeting here against the backdrop of the unprecedented destruction
caused by Indian Ocean Tsunami. My delegation also would like to offer its
heartfelt condolences to the countries and people in the region, which had to
face the fury of nature on a scale and intensity never imagined. This tragic
event has once again brought into sharp focus the urgent need for greater
solidarity and cooperation at all levels to put in place early warning system as
also strengthening further the existing ones. In this context, we support the
Special Session on the Indian Ocean Disaster. We are also positive about, and
open to, the proposal of China, which, among others, calls for establishing
regional mechanisms for early warning system.






