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Mr. President, Heads of Delegation, Ladies and Gentlemen,

The Kenyan Delegation would like to congratulate you Mr. President
for being elected to preside over this historic Conference. We
would also like to thank the International Strategy for Disaster
Reduction (ISDR) Secretariat and the Chairman of PrepCom | and |I

for their efforts in preparing for this Conference.

Mr. President, we would also like fo express our gratfifude to the
Government of Japan for hosting this Conference and also offering

support to part of our delegation to participate in this Conference.

Kenya has benefited considerably from the ISDR strategy. We have
had an opportunity to participate in the International Conference
on Early Warning Il in Bonn in October 2003 which developed a
comprehensive programme for Early Warning. We also had a
chance to participate in PrepCom | and Il and also have been on

the Drafting Committee.

Mr. President,

The Kenyan Delegation would like to join the other delegates in
sending condolences fo the nations and communities that lost their
loved ones during the Tsunami disaster that struck the countries of
Asia, Islands in the Indian Ocean and some countries in Africa. i is
also regrettable that settlements and investments that have faken

centuries to build were also desiroyed in a very short fime. This
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