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In the name of Gog
The Compassionate the Merciful

Mr. Chairman, Excellencies
Ladies and Gentlemen

I am delighted 10 be here in the Chty of Kobe 1o address the World Confarence
on Disaster Reduction.

I would like 10 begin by extending our profound gratitude to the Government
and people of Tapan for their warm welcome and senerous hospitalitv. Qur appreciation
also goes 10 the 1SDR Secretariat for their relentless efforts in the course of the
Preparatory process of the WCDR.

Allow me. M Chairman. to ke this OPROTIUMIY 10 2Xpress our heartfal;
SOITow over the Tsunamyj caastrophe and convey our sincere condolenees to the people
and govemments of (e countries affeeted. The Islymic Republic of Iran stande ready 1o
offer whatover dssistance 1s possible to aileviate the Sulfering of the vietims
The comening of this world conference. on the temth anniversary of the Grast
Hanshim-Aw At carthquake. iy the aftermarh of the Tsunami catastrophe and one vear
after the Bam ragedy i {ran. brings back the pamnful memons of tramendous human

losses artsing from these disas ors. I sincerely believe thar buing here ut the WCDR 10
conecrete imtemational uctions on Disaster reduction s the most meaningful way 1o
commemorate the memory of the vietms ot those disasters and others.

Given itz Pttty hazardous situation 1 terms of natural disasters. Iran fulls
realizes the value of the WCBR. As g mo mber of the Buregy of the Preparatory
Commitiee Iy Gid i dtmost and actively contributed ta the Prepariton process of the

WCDR

This conference is taking place shonly atter the lolent Tsunami which affected
& number of Astan countries The tragedy reminds us once again that while we cannos
do much 1o Stop such natural events, we can do much 10 reduce their disastroys impacts
on lives and properties. .

Mr. Chairman

Due 1o the diversity ofits elimate and environment. lran has long been marked
15 & disaster-prone country facing thiny ope types of natural disasiers, Among these,
frequent carthquakes are the most devastating bearing in mind that [ran Is located in
one of the most seismically active aregs in the world, namely the Alp-Himalaya
orovemic belt with 4 major carthquake OCCUFINgG every two to three vears. Floods,
dronght, climate  and weather  hazards, Jand degradation,  deforestation. and
desertification have heen equally 1 not more costly in terms of financial losses.






