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Mr. Chairman,

Distinguished delegates, ladies and gentlemen.

It is indeed a honor for Fiji to participate in this international conference and for the

opportunity to make a contribution in our quest for a safer, secure and better world.

I would like to congratulate you in your appointment as Conference President and to express
our sincere appreciation to the Government of Japan and its people for the warm hospitality,
generosity and assistance extended to us this week, and as far as Fiji is concerned, over the

years through its association with the JICA program of assistance.

My delegation also extends to ISDR and the donors its appreciation for the leadership and

vision and for providing the platform to launch us into the future.

Fiji joins other countries to express its deepest sympathies and condolence to the countries and
families affected by the recent unprecedented tsunami tragedy in the Indian Ocean, unfathomed

in terms of human loss and suffering and the enormous socio-economic disruptions caused.

Fiji has had its fair share of natural disasters with serious consequences, which have taken

years to repair.






