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¢ On behalf of the Basel Convention, allow me to express our deepest sympathy for
the victims of the Indian Ocean tsunami disaster. One of the many serious
problems resulting from tsunami disasters is the massive quantity of wastes.
released into the seas and onto the land. Such wastes could contain used oil. used
batteries, obsolete electrical and electronic equipment, batteries, toxic chemicals,
ashestos, PCBs. pesticides, infectious wastes, heavy metals and many other
hazardous wastes,

e If not properly managed, these wastes could result in serious - sometimes
irreversable and long-lasting - health damage, contamination of precious ground
and surface waters, destruction of fragile ecosystems such as mangrove forests,
and depletion of fishery stocks. .

* The Basel Convention is currently consulting the Parties in the affected areas in
Asia to ascertain their immediate and mid- to long-term needs to protect human
health and the environment from adverse effects of wastes and 10 coordinate
efforts with those of the United Nations and other organizations.

e Preliminary reports from some of the most seriously aflected countries in Asia
indicate that collection and disposal of a significant amount of debris and waste
material created by the impact of the tsunami waves and associated {looding is
generally not taking place in an environmentally friendly manner and will, most

probably, result in future environmental problems. The sheer amount of wastes and

debris covering the vast areas ol the afflicted region may simply overwhelme the
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development of policies addressing the management of hazardous waste and
municipal waste in an integrated manner in order to improve, among others,
disaster preparedness. The Conference of the Parties to the Basel Convention at
its seventh meeting last October recognized that the development of integrated
policies and plans for waste management, in which local governments and
communities are proactively engaged. will enable the key generators of municipal
wastes - namely towns and villages - and generators of hazardous wastes such as
industry, hospitals, research institutes and workshops. to work together to
develop and implement comprehensive and effective waste management.

The Conference also endorsed the view that there are important benefits in
pursuing a regional approach for managing waste, in particular hazardous waste,
as developing countries may fail individually to reach the critical mass for
accessing the adequate waste management infrastructure.

The Basel Convention, in the last decade, contributed concretely and effectively
to protecting developing countries from the abusive import of hazardous waste. In
the second decade of its operation, the Convention is refocusing its effort on the
strengthening of the capacity of developing countries towards environmentally
sound management of hazardous and other wastes, including in disaster situatin.
In light of the serious health and environmental impacts of wastes which may be
created as a result of natural or man-made disasters and the critical needs of
developing countries to be able to handle their nationally generated hazardous
waste in emergency situation and build effective preventive measures, this
important Conference may wish to consider measures to [acilitate the
development of national integrated waste management action plans in specific

disaster-prone countries in a regionally coordinated manner..

Let me conclude by thanking the government of Japan for the excellent
organization of the Conference and its generous and warm hospitality expended to

all of us participating in the meeting.






