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Australian Statement to the World Conference on Disaster
Redunttian

|

Mr President, distinguished delegales.

The work of this conference has beeﬁ brought into sharp relief by the
tragic consequences of the Indian Ocean Tsunami.

|
In the wake of this tragedy, the Australia'Govemment has committed
to date one billion dollars to the Australia-Indonesia Partnership for
Reconstruction and Development, Eff million dollars to other regional
relief efforts, and a half million dollars to the flash appeal to assist the

Seychelles. !

We were also able to respond quicklyﬁ and practically on the ground,
deploying medical and victim identification teams, defence force field
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hospitals and rescue teams.

Furthermore, there has also been an_Fluutpou ring of support from the
Australian people, with private dnnaliégns to the relief effort well over
one hundred and fifty million dollars.

Sadly, there will inevitably be further natural disasters. Once again it
might be a tsunami. It could h-appe:n ;gain in the Indian Ocean. Or it
might be in the Pacific or elsewhere. Or we might need to respond to

a cyclone, volcanic eruption, droughtﬁn_'br flood. Justa few days ago
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First, technical responses are necessary, but alone they are not
enough in disaster reduction. ,

; 8
Technical solutions must go hand in hand with the development of
good policy, political commitment, inétitutiuns, capacity building and —
importantly — the development of community based responses.

Second, natural disasters respect no borders, which of course |
means regional and multilateral confaera!iun is critical. Ultimately, it
is individual countries that are best p'lacéd to know their own
priorities and capacities, what they can manage, and what they can
maintain over the longer term. |

1
4

Third, the institutional interface is critical to success. The
international system needs to mesh %'nth the regional; the regional
with the national; -the national with Ihb provincial or sub national; right
the way down to the village level.

"~
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Fourth, disasters have major conseduences for the long-term

! Disasters stiike all countries

development prospects of countries.
and that means, for example, while ti‘E\e recent tsunami disasler has
riveted attention on those countries of the Indian Ocean, we must not
overlook the very particular challenges and unique needs of Pacific
Small Island Developing States in diéfaster risk management. In
particular, Australia will continue to sff'.:pport these countries through
capacity building initiatives that reinf&rce existing national institutional

capability.
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a system, Australia believes it must be tailored to the specific
geological circumstances of the Indian Ocean and the individual
requirémants of regional countries. And it must be the regional
countries themselves that determine fihe shape and nature of the

system.

The Pacific system operated by regional countries under the auspices
of the 10C, provides a sound model for the Indian Ocean. Australia -
looks forward to discussing the Indian Ocean proposal at the

upcoming I0C meeting.

Australia thanks the Government of Japan, the prefecture of Hyogo
and the city of Kobe for hosting the c%nfarence.
1

Australia looks very much forward to a productive Conference.
Thank you. :
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