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Second Africa Regional Platform for DRR
Consultative Meeting

 5-7 May 2009 
United Nations Complex, Gigiri,

Nairobi, Kenya
Background

In 2005, the global community, at the World Conference on Disaster Reduction (WCDR) agreed on The Hyogo Framework for Action 2005-2015: Building the Resilience of Nations and Communities to Disasters (HFA) to expand and strengthen actions at all levels to reduce disaster risks and build the resilience of nations and communities to disasters.  
At regional/continental level in Africa, an “Africa Working Group for Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR)” was established in 2003 under the joint leadership of the Commission of the African Union (AUC) and the Secretariat of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD). In 2004, an “Africa Regional Strategy for Disaster Risk Reduction” and “Guidelines for Mainstreaming Disaster Risk Assessment in Development” were developed. In early 2005, an “Africa Advisory Group on DRR” was established. And in December 2005, the “First Africa Ministerial Conference on DRR” was held in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, where an “Africa Programme of Action on DRR” was adopted. The Programme of Action was subsequently endorsed by a Decision of the Eight Ordinary Session of the Executive Council of the African Union (EX.CL/Dec.250(VIII)). 

In line with both the HFA and the Africa Regional Strategy for DRR, the African Union, in collaboration with the UNISDR secretariat, launched the Africa Regional Platform for DRR at a meeting of national DRR Focal Points in Nairobi in 2007 as a regional forum for coordinated actions to reduce disasters with the following objectives:  
· to guide implementation of the HFA, share experiences, lessons learned and tools for implementation;

· to promote regional cooperation, strengthen further coordination mechanisms, understanding, commitment and approaches for DRR in Africa; and

· to prepare African participation at Global Platform meetings. 

The Regional Platform is an institutional setup to link between the Global Platform and the National Platforms, and provides a common forum for coordinated national participation in the Global Platform. 
At sub-regional level, the Inter-Governmental Authority on Development (IGAD) has developed a Sub-Regional Strategy for Disaster Reduction and its related programme on DRR. The Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) approved its Sub-Regional Common Policy and has recently established the Interdepartmental Coordinating Committee on DRR. The Southern Africa Development Community (SADC) has revised its sub-regional disaster management strategy, factoring in disaster risk reduction, and plans to get endorsement from its member states. The Economic Community of Central Africa States (ECCAS) has developed a sub-regional strategy and plan of action and now in a process of operationalising them.
At national level, 25 African countries have established National Platforms for DRR in Sub-Saharan Africa. An increased number of countries have also showed interest in the establishment of similar multi-stakeholder national platforms. An increased number of National Governments and sub-regional organizations are reporting progress on DRR programmes and HFA implementation. 

Overall objective 
The overall objective of the Second Consultative Meeting is to review the progress made in the implementation of the HFA, promote regional cooperation, strengthen regional mechanisms and program, and prepare Africa’s participation in the Second Session of the Global Platform for DRR to be held from 16 to 19 June 2009 in Geneva.
Specific objectives
· To assess progress made in implementing the Africa Regional Strategy for DRR, the Programme of Action for the Implementation of the Africa Strategy and the HFA.
· To strengthen regional mechanisms for coordinated policies and programmes, and accelerate the implementation of the Africa Regional Strategy and the Programme of Action for DRR in line with the HFA. 

· To enhance awareness of disaster risk reduction and motivate towards a culture of disaster prevention and resilience under the slogan:  Invest Today for a Safer Tomorrow. 

· To share experience, lessons learned and good practices on DRR in Africa 
· To identify Africa’s priorities, needs and challenges for consideration at the Second Session of the Global Platform for DRR scheduled for 16-19 June 2009 in Geneva.

· To discuss and agree on a revised version of the Africa Programme of Action for the implementation of the Africa Strategy for DRR to cover the period until 2015 in line with the HFA.

Expected outputs              

· Enhanced commitment of ISDR partners for the implementation of the Africa Regional Strategy and Programme of Action for DRR and the HFA 

· Sustainable regional mechanism with strengthened institutional and human resources of AU, Regional Economic Communities (RECs) and other regional institutions.
· Africa’s DRR priorities, needs and challenges identified and agreed as Africa’s inputs to the First Session of the Global Platform for DRR.

· Revised version of the Africa Programme of Action for the implementation of the Africa Strategy for DRR to cover the period until 2015 in line with the HFA.

Duration & Venue: The Second Africa Regional Platform for DRR Consultative Meeting will be held from 5 to 7 May 2009 in UN Complex, Gigiri, Nairobi, Kenya.  
Languages: English & French.

Participants

The Second Africa Regional Platform for DRR Consultative Meeting is intended for: (1) senior Government officials, sub-regional and regional organization officials who are responsible for disaster reduction and are in a position to influence policy makers, and to make strategic/practical decisions for the implementation of disaster reduction policies at national level; (2) officials in charge of DRR or DRR-related issues in UN agencies, donor countries and international organizations; and (3) technical and scientific sector and civil society institutions.
It is to be noted that due to financial constraints, the AUC and the UNISDR secretariat, the main organizers of the Meeting, will only be able to cover the costs of one (1) participant from each participating country and one (1) participant from each participating REC and technical and scientific sector. This participant shall preferably be the head or representative of the National Platform, national coordinating mechanism for DRR or Focal Point for Disaster Reduction in the participating country or the sub-regional organization. Participants from UN agencies, donor countries and international organizations are requested to cover the cost of their participation in the Consultative meeting. 
Organizers 

The Consultative Meeting will be convened by the Commission of the African Union and UNISDR Regional Office for Africa with financial support from the World Bank through the Global Facility for Disaster Reduction and Recovery (GFDRR) as well from the Government of Germany.

Nomination   

Please confirm by 9 April 2009 your participation by sending the attached registration form including the participant’s full name, exact title, contact details, email address and telephone/fax number to the following address either by email or by fax. 
UNISDR Regional Office for Africa
Block T 119, United Nations Complex, Gigiri

PO Box 47074, Nairobi, Kenya

Tel: (254) 20 762 5279/5157
Fax: (254) 20 762 47 26

E-mail: helene.lafferty@unep.org and rhea.katsanakis@unep.org
Website: www.unisdr.org/africa

Contact persons
Ms. Helene Lafferty (Email: helene.lafferty@unep.org)

Ms. Rhea Katsanakis (Email: rhea.katsanakis@unep.org)
PAGE  
1

