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Mainstreaming DRR into Development Policies and Programmes  
The UNDG/ISDR Task Team on Disaster Risk Reduction, composed of more than 
15 UN agencies, met for the first time in New York on 28 January 2008 to accelerate 
mainstreaming DRR and Hyogo Framework into UN policies and programmes at 
country level. The Task Team is expected to finalize shortly the Guidelines on integrating 
disaster risk reduction into the CCA/UNDAF process and disseminate and advocate 
use and implementation of the guidelines, as well as support the specific programming 
needs of UN Country Teams in the area of disaster risk reduction. The ISDR secretariat 
will contribute to the Task Team to ensure synergies, guidance and harmony with the 
work being done by the ISDR system partners at the international and regional levels. 
The Task Team will share information with and consult where necessary with other 
relevant actors, in particular the Inter-Agency Standing Committee (IASC) consisting of 
UN agencies, NGO consortia, IOM, and the Red Cross/Red Crescent movement.  
For more information, please contact: palm@un.org 

UN Secretary General Cites HFA as Key Tool for DRR and  
Climate Change Adaptation 
A high-level panel on “Addressing Climate Change: the United Nations and the World at 
Work” was convened on 11 February, at UN Headquarters in New York. The meeting was 
assembled by the President of General Assembly who urged all the participants to sup-
port the negotiation process launched in Bali and to focus on immediate practical action 
through effective partnerships. Following the Panel meeting, Member states discussed 
the recently launched Secretary General’s report entitled: “Overview of United Nations ac-
tivities in relation to climate change “. The report refers to the ISDR as a relevant and ex-
isting coordination mechanism, and the Hyogo Framework as an existing tool for disaster 
risk reduction, which need to be fully utilized in the context of climate change adaptation. 
The report emphasizes the importance of making accessible all existing disaster reduc-
tion tools and methods and information on best practices at the national and local levels.  
For more information: http://www.unisdr.org/climate-change
 
Sustainable Development Network Week, Washington, DC 
Each year, the World Bank’s sustainable development network (SDN) hosts a knowledge 
sharing week at the Bank’s headquarters in Washington DC. This year’s theme is 
“Sustainable and Inclusive Globalization”. The highlight of this year’s events was the 
high level session on “Investing in Disaster Prevention for Sustainable Development, 
which took place on 20 February. Under-Secretary General for Humanitarian Affairs and 
Emergency Relief Coordinator, Sir John Holmes, opened the ceremony in his capacity 
as the Chair of the ISDR. He underlined the commitment of both the UN and the World 
Bank to take the issue of disaster risk reduction seriously. The UN/ISDR and the World 
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UN/ISDR Website for 
Europe Launched
The UN/ISDR has a new website 
for Europe. Similar to the other 
regional websites, the European 
one provides a regional focus on 
news, information, initiatives and 
publication related to disaster risk 
reduction in Europe.  
www.unisdr.org/europe

Announcements

PreventionWeb.net 
Call for Contributions
PreventionWeb aims at facilitating an 
understanding of the subject of disaster 
risk reduction and the work of profes-
sionals in DRR by providing current 
news and information on the topic.  
Contribute content related to disaster 
risk reduction online at: 
www.preventionweb.net/english/submit/ 
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Bank have been building an innovative and successful partnership since 2006, 
which has resulted in creation of the Global Facility for Disaster Reduction and 
Recovery (GFDRR). The GFDRR accelerates implementation of the Hyogo 
Framework for Action at national, regional and international levels.  
For more information: www.gfdrr.org

Regional Task Force on Urban Risk Reduction in Asia and Pacific  
A regional task force on urban risk reduction (RTF-URR) in Asia and the Pacific 
was launched during a brainstorming session on urban resilience and disaster 
vulnerability held 23-24 January 2008 in Kobe, Japan. Initial members of the task 
force include ISDR, UNDP, ADRC, ADPC, UN-Habitat, EMI, UNEP, IRP, JICA, 
Kyoto University, Kobe University, UNU, UNCRD, WHO, DRI and NSET. The 
membership may be expanded to other interested organizations. The task force 
agreed to focus on policy and advocacy, knowledge management, and promoting 
synergies of national and regional URR activities. The recently established office 
of the UN/ISDR secretariat in Kobe will act as the focal point for the task force. For 
more information: http://www.adrc.or.jp/events/RTFmeeting20080130/top.html.

Creation of a Regional Thematic Platform Surrounding  
Urban Risk in Panama
On 7-8 February a workshop was held in Panama with the objective of 
establishing a sustainable regional thematic platform on urban risk. The workshop 
was organized to ensure that new and out-of-the box thinking was stimulated 
and captured. The 60 participants were a wide variety of actors selected for their 
potential to contribute with new and practical ideas in technical areas and for 
their inputs surrounding both formal and informal mechanisms to create a wide 
‘urban risk movement’ in the region. OAS, DIPECHO, IDRC and the World Bank 
representatives were also present. The results of this meeting include a number 
of practical and creative strategies based on the experience and knowledge of the 
highly qualified urban risk professionals in the region.
For more information contact: eird@eird.org 

Institutional Assessment of National Platform in Senegal
As support to, and in collaboration with, the Civil Protection Directorate in Senegal, 
as the Hyogo Framework Focal Point institution, the UN/ISDR organized a 
consultant mission in the country. Two experts from Senegal and Madagascar 
analyzed the current set up of the Civil Protection Directorate, mapped partners’ 
disaster risk reduction activities and sketched the potential for reinforcing the 
country’s national  coordinating mechanism/ National Platform (NP). They 
recommended that a charter highlighting the rights and obligations of NP members 
be drafted as well as other measures. This draft is proposed to ensure proactive 
support and necessary dynamism of the NP as a partnership forum, playing a key 
role in implementing the Hyogo Framework of Action. 
For information contact: Lars Bernd bernd@un.org

Informal Partnership Promoting the Inter-Linkages between Disasters 
and Environment
UN/ISDR is part of the new Disaster and Environment Working Group for Asia 
(DEWGA), an informal partnership promoting the mainstreaming of DRR within 
environmental policies and the integration of environmental components in DRR 

WEB RESOURCES

Special Web Pages and Websites 
for “Hospitals Safe from Disasters” 

The ISDR secretariat has created a special 
webpage on its new campaign: “Hospitals 
Safe from Disasters”. Here you can find all the 
information you need about the objectives and 
expected results of the two year campaign. 
The World Disaster Reduction Campaign was 
launched in Davos, Switzerland in January with 
the support of World Health Organization (WHO) 
and the World Bank. The new web page is at: 
www.unisdr.org/wdrc-2008-2009. 

The Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) 
has created a new website, as a contribution 
to the WDRC, to encompass activities related 
to the issue of “Hospitals Safe from Disasters”, 
with particular focus on, but not limited to Latin 
America and the Caribbean. The Campaign has 
provided the impetus for creation of this point of 
collection for documentation, news and advocacy 
material related to this issue.  
http://safehospitals.info/

The Regional Disaster Information Center (CRID, 
for its Spanish acronym), which compiles and 
disseminates disaster-related information in Latin 
America and the Caribbean, is dedicating a full 
page on the WDRC campaign with a wide range 
of useful information.  http://www.crid.or.cr/crid/
hospitales_seguros/index.shtml
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national plans in Asia. The group is currently composed of WWF, 
IUCN, CARE, SEI, ADPC, Kyoto University, UNEP and ISDR. An 
inventory disaster and environment initiative was developed by 
Kyoto University as a first step of cooperation. DEWGA expressed 
strong interest in being closely involved in ISDR initiatives, with a 
possibility for taking the leadership in the thematic HFA reporting 
process to GPDRR2 on the issue of disasters, environment and 
climate change adaptation. Coordination will take place with UNEP 
at the regional and global levels to avoid duplication of leadership 
in this area. DEWGA was invited to the IAP meeting as a regional 
partner. For more information contact the DEWGA secretariat:  
Angie.Woo@wwfgreatermekong.org

Environmental Sustainability and Disaster Risk Reduction 
The 10th Special Session of the Governing Council/Global 
Ministerial Environment Forum, Monaco, 20-22 February 2008 
focused on the theme “Mobilizing Finance for Climate Challenge”. 
It was the largest gathering of environment ministers since last 
December’s historic UN Climate Change Conference in Bali, 
Indonesia. The ISDR partnership on environment and disaster 
risk reduction produced a document for the meeting. It includes a 
multi-agency statement on the intergovernmental mandates and 
principles for integrated action on environment and disaster risk, 
as a key element of sustainable development and climate change 
adaptation. For more information: http://www.unisdr.org/eng/
partner-netw/enviroment/ISDR-environment-and-DRR.pdf

Launch of 2008-2009 World Disaster Risk Reduction 
Campaign in West Asia and North Africa
The World Disaster Reduction Campaign 2008-09: “Hospitals 
Safe from Disasters” was launched on 3 February for the West 
Asia and North Africa regions, in Cairo, Egypt. The launch took 
place at the WHO Eastern Mediterranean Regional Office (WHO/
EMRO) with participation of Dr Hatem Elgabaly, Egypt’s Minister of 
Health and Population; Dr Hussein A. Gezairy, Regional Director 
for WHO/EMRO, and Mr Salvano Briceno, Director of the UN/
ISDR. The event was attended by 90 people from embassies, 
bilateral agencies, Egyptian hospitals and universities, and WHO 
staff. Dr Gezairy and Mr Briceno encouraged partners to take an 
active role in the campaign and work closely with WHO and UN/
ISDR to achieve the campaign objectives. Dr Elgabaly stressed 
the need for a multi-stakeholder involvement in order to take 

Africa: www.unisdr.org/africa
Asia & the Pacific: www.unisdr.org/asiapacific
Europe: www.unisdr.org/europe
Latin America & the Caribbean: www.eird.org
West Asia and North Africa: www.unisdr-wana.org

REGIONAL NEWS

For more 
information about 
disaster risk 
reduction activities 
at the regional 
level please visit 
these weblinks:

adequate measures, before, during and after a disaster - 
emphasizing the need for education and public awareness. 
WHO/EMRO, UN/ISDR and WANA will now partner with 
governments, international organizations, non-governmental 
organizations and individuals throughout the region to raise 
awareness about why and how to join efforts to protect 
health facilities. WHO/EMRO, has launched a Regional 
Hazard Atlas and UN/ISDR recently unveiled a regional 
website in Arabic (www.unisdr-wana.org), as practical tools 
to promote the campaign. For more information:  
www.unisdr-wana.org 

ISDR Regional Platform for Disaster Risk 
Reduction (RPDRR) in the Americas
Meetings were held with the representative of the OAS 
during his last visit to Panama to organize the first session 
of the RPDRR in the Americas.  After reviewing the agenda 
of related regional activities for 2008, which include the 
Mitch +10 forum, it has now been decided that the RPDRR 
meeting will be held in early November 2008. The meeting 
of high-level national authorities on DRR to be held in 
Caracas, Venezuela on 26-27 March will serve to further 
the preparatory process of the regional platform. For more 
information contact: Haris Sanahuja – hsanahuja@eird.org 

New Online Encyclopaedia of Hyogo Framework 
for Action: HFA-Pedia
The regional unit for the Americas has developed HFA-
Pedia, a new online information tool in order to foster the 
exchange of information. HFA-Pedia is an online ‘wiki’- 
based website with an interactive encyclopaedia-type 
database relating to the implementation of the HFA. It is 
available in English and Spanish. Currently, information is 
largely centred on countries in the Americas. For further 
information contact: Jennifer Guralnick at  
jguralnick@eird.org or http://www.eird.org/hfa.htm

Disaster Risk Management Today: Global Contexts 
and Local Tools
“Disaster Risk Management Today: Global Contexts 
and Local Tools”, developed by the UN/ISDR secretariat 
the Americas and International Development Research 
Centre of Canada (IDRC).  This new publication 
provides an overview of DRR in Latin America and the 
Caribbean and presents practical information for a broad 
audience, including professionals, decision-makers, and 
policy makers. Emphasis is placed on the HFA and the 
possibilities of its implementation for local sustainable 
development, territorial land-use planning and risk 
management at the municipal level. For more information 
contact: www.eird.org, Julio Garcia - jgarcia@eird.org 
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR:
Conferences, Trainings and Events  
March 2008 - April 2008

Virtual Disaster Reduction Library II to be 
released in Davos, Switzerland in August 2008
The Global Risk Forum (GRF) led by Dr Walter 
Ammann, Director General and Founder, is 
organizing under the patronage of the UN/ISDR, 
a second International Disaster Reduction 
Conference, on 25-29 August 2008 in Davos, 
Switzerland. The UN/ISDR secretariat will 
release the 2008 Virtual Disaster Reduction 
Library II during the conference. UN/ISDR invites 
contributions to this project by providing us with 
your most relevant and recent documentation 
(PDF) and publications, including educational 
materials and multimedia products. Authorization 
to download documents from your website 
is also most appreciated. Should you wish 
to prepare analytical papers for any of the 
subjects, address your contributions to Marie-Lou 
Darricau, UNISDR library, project coordinator 
E-mail: darricau@un.org, For more information: 
http://www.unisdr.org/eng/library/virtual-library/
Virtualibproject.pdf

Sharing Knowledge and Information  
about Disasters  
The Bureau de réduction 
des désastres et formation 
secourisme (RDFS) of the 
French Red Cross has 
produced a new CD-ROM 
containing important information 
about how communities can 
prepare themselves against 
disasters. The French Red Cross which has 
renowned expertise in risk reduction activities 
and emergency response is offering this new 
CD-ROM, “Partageons nos connaissances, 
valorisons nos acquis, préparons-nous aux 
catastrophes naturelles”, to communities 
worldwide. (CDR) Croix-rouge française,  
www.croix-rouge.fr.  
Contact : deskreducrisk@croix-rouge.fr

Bibliography Offered on Health, Disasters  
and Health
ISDR-Biblio 3: Health, 
Disasters and Risk supports 
the theme of the 2008-2009 
World Disaster Reduction 
Campaign: “Hospitals Safe 
from Disasters, Reduce Risk, 
Protect Health Facilities, 
Save Lives”. The bibliography 
contains literature on health 
and disaster risk; disaster and emergency 
management; health facilities and services; 
environmental impact on health; climate change 
effects on health; mental health; mitigation 
and preparedness; public health; water and 
sanitation; and gender and health.  
A CD-ROM complements the ISDR-Biblio 3 
with its compilation of key documents and 
publications which is available in PDF. Contact: 
Marie-Lou Darricau : darricau@un.org

Library Corner 

DATE            LOCATION                       EVENT
March
01 Mar-15 May  Netherlands Flood modelling for management: online short course

01  Trinidad and Tobago Disaster risk reduction in the Caribbean: the role of the 
surveying community

 03-08 Spain Advanced training course spatial planning as a strategy for 
mitigation and adaptation to natural hazards

 03-07 Switzerland From rapid response towards prevention in earthquake-
prone countries

 03-06  Canada Atlantic climate change conference risks, responses and 
tools for action

 04 Mar-12 Apr India Online training course on comprehensive disaster risk 
management framework

06-07  Jamaica 5th National disaster management conference (NDMC)

10-26  Thailand First certificate training programme in tsunami science and 
preparedness

 17 Mar-04 Apr Thailand 37th Regional training course on disaster management 
(DMC 37)

 20-21  Morocco International conference on forests, bioenergy and climate 
change

 31 Mar-12 May  Turkey Safe cities online course in Turkish

 

April

02-04  Italy Climate protection and renewable energy: medium and small 
communities facing the challenge

 03  France 1st European day of risk training

 13-16  USA Solutions to coastal disasters 2008

 16-18  Germany Nature-oriented flood damage prevention (nofdp project) 
- planning, evaluation and communication

 20-24  Thailand Conservation curriculum: blending local culture and 
knowledge with modern science to enable school children to 
participate in forest management

 21 Apr-02 May  Thailand Regional training course on climate risk management

 21 Apr - 20 Jun  Switzerland Post graduate certificate for the study and management of 
geological risk

 22-26  USA Understanding earthquakes: from research to resilience: 
2008 national earthquake conference

Source: PreventionWeb.net www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/trainings-events/events


