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Good afternoon, 
 
I am very pleased and honored to contribute from a distance to this Public Forum 
on behalf of the Secretariat of the International Strategy for Disaster Reduction – 
otherwise known by its acronym, the ISDR. We are very grateful to our partners, 
the United Nations University, the Cabinet Office of Japan, and the Asian 
Disaster Reduction Center for having organized this Forum. 
 
World Water Day 2004 with theme on “Water and disasters” provides an 
opportunity as well as a challenge to all disaster managers. Purpose of this 
campaign is to promote decentralized disaster preparedness, regional knowledge 
sharing and raising public awareness about the issues related to water-related 
disasters. It aims at inspiring worldwide political and community action for 
preventing and mitigating water-related disasters, and to enhance awareness in 
order to save lives and property, achieve the Millennium Development Goals of 
reducing poverty and building sustainable development. 
 
A Japanese proverb says, who controls the river controls the world, for example.  
Likewise, a Chinese proverb says, who controls the ‘Huang He’ River controls 
the nation.  These proverbs tell us not only how important and difficult it has been 
to protect lives and property from water but also how important it has been to 
wisely use water as resources since the beginning of human history.   
 
Water itself is innocent, simply obeying the natural circulation system energized 
by the solar radiation, including evaporation/transpiration, condensation, 
precipitation, and transportation by the gravity.  It is the human side, which 
creates both positive and negative values on water. In urban areas, rainwater is 
usually considered enemy and to be expelled from the area as soon as possible 
by numerous means.  On the other hand, it is often the urban area, which 
demands excessive water supply. Thus, advanced comprehensive water 
management should be applied.                          
 
Despite the efforts during the International Decade of Natural Disaster Reduction 
(IDNDR), the current trend in natural disasters in terms of adverse impacts on 
society clearly shows a deteriorating scenario, especially on human loss in 
developing countries as well as cost of damage in developed countries including 



Japan.  However, Japan is unique when considering the impact to the national 
economy in terms of ratio to national income.  It shows a decreasing trend.  I 
believe this is due to Japan’s effort, continuously spending around 1 % of income 
on its disaster countermeasure since 1950’s.  This is a good example of the fact 
that investment on disaster preparedness surely pays back much more than 
invested. 
 
I also know this would not have been achieved without a common spirit to reduce 
the risk and impacts of disasters from both government officials and public after 
experiencing an enormous water-related disaster triggered by the “Isewan 
Typhoon” in 1959, which killed more than 5,000 lives.  The “never forget Isewan 
Typhoon” spirit was reflected in the nation’s disaster reduction planning as actual 
policy.  This momentum eventually led to host the World Conference on Natural 
Disaster Reduction in Yokohama in 1994.  
 
The Strategy and Plan of Action that resulted is currently being reviewed, and is 
expected to produce valuable political and technical recommendations for further 
action in this field. The review and proposed actions will culminate at the World 
Conference on Disaster Reduction, to be held at Kobe-Hyogo during 18-22 
January 2005. The conference coincides with the tenth anniversary of the 
Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake. 
 
The ISDR Secretariat has been closely working with the Government of Japan 
and other relevant partners to prepare for the Conference. This will be a critical 
opportunity to bring together actors in disaster reduction, to measure past 
achievements and review progress since 1994. The results of the Conference 
are expected to contribute to the achievement of the Millennium Development 
Goals, and those of the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation on Sustainable 
Development. 
 
The expected outcomes of the Conference are as follows:  
 

First, a stronger political commitment to promote effective implementation 
of disaster reduction at all levels, 

 
Second, a set of principles and framework for disaster risk reduction, 
which will serve as a guidance and monitoring tool of progress in disaster 
reduction at all levels, and 

 
Third, a new Programme of Action for the period 2005 to 2015, which 
indicates existing gaps in disaster reduction at all levels and making 
specific policy and technical recommendations on how to bridge these 
gaps. 

 
Thank you very much for your participation to the forum, and we will be looking 
forward to seeing you all in Kobe-Hyogo, next year.  
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