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Central Asia threatened by floods after a severe cold winter  
 
After the harshest winter in three decades, many countries in Central Asia are now threatened by 
heavy flooding due to a sudden rise in temperatures and melting snow. Each year, flood waters 
cause much destruction and force thousands of people to evacuate to safer areas; this spring is 
expected to be especially severe.  
 
Floods have already brought damage in some areas of Kazakhstan. Many roads, bridges, schools 
and acres of farmland have been completely destroyed or flooded as rivers burst their banks. In 
Tajikistan, repair of the national electricity system is underway after a serious service disruption 
caused by the severe winter. The impact of the disaster is worse in rural areas where people have 
lost their crops, and their only means of subsistence. In Kazakhstan, the Government has started 
temporary relocation of the most vulnerable communities and is taking necessary measures to 
protect people from further suffering. 
 
“Governments have managed to save lives, which is, of course, extremely important. But this 
disaster can have long-term consequences on people’s lives and livelihoods that also need to be 
addressed. We encourage every government to implement the Hyogo Framework for Action which 
provides guidelines for reducing the impact of such disasters”, says Salvano Briceño, Director of the 
secretariat of the International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (UN/ISDR).  
 
Spring flooding is a recurrent disaster in Central Asia aggravated by deforestation.  Every year, 
thousands of people are affected by torrential rains. The establishment of national mechanisms in 
Kazakhstan and Tajikistan, such as National Platforms for disaster risk reduction which prioritize 
disaster risk reduction policies, is already bearing fruit. However, these governments still require 
international assistance.  
 
“These so-called small scale disasters can have huge cumulative impacts on communities”, says 
Salvano Briceño, who also drew attention to the current severe rains in Ecuador and Madagascar.  
 
“Flooding has destroyed acres of crops in both countries and will have long-term consequences on 
entire communities,” he said.  
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“We know how to save lives, which is an enormous victory, but we need to invest more in 
adaptation measures. We need to change our agriculture patterns and set up financial mechanisms 
that can allow people to survive from the long-term consequences of flooding”, says Briceño. 
 
According to the Centre for Research on the Epidemiology of Disasters’ (CRED) last report for the 
year 2007, floods remain the hazard that affects the world’s population most. More than 164 million 
people were affected by floods in 2007 out of the 197 million affected by disasters. 
 

For more see: EM-DAT: The OFDA/CRED International Disaster Database – 
www.emdat.be, Université Catholique de Louvain, Brussels (Belgium). 

  
 

 


