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FLOODS IN SWITZERLAND AND CENTRAL EUROPE  
“ We should never forget that we are all vulnerable to natural hazards”  

 
“What is happening in Switzerland and in Central  Europe is a reminder that we are 
all vulnerable to natural disasters and that we should be constantly prepared to face 
them. Floods do not only happen in India or Sierra Leone, Europe can be badly 
affected too and European populations need to be aware of it”, says Salvano Briceño, 
director of the Secretariat of the International Strategy for Disaster Reduction.  
 
The severity and frequency of rains that Europe will face in the future due to global 
warming will be a constant challenge for governments. “ We cannot be fatalistic about 
these phenomena. We cannot prevent flash floods and storms but we can reduce our 
vulnerability and learn to live with natural hazards,” says Salvano Briceño. 
 
A number of prevention measures can easily be taken, e.g. in physical planning or risk 
mapping. When people know their environment, they build their houses in safe areas. 
Water should be allowed to evacuate through the natural flow of rivers; erosion 
should be controlled to avoid mudslides or unexpected flooding.  
 
 “Legislation is obviously very important but early warning is too. I was surprised to 
learn that people were only warned at 2 a.m. in the morning in Switzerland when 
water was already in their house. The early warning system did not really work 
properly.”   
 
Salvano Briceño  underlines: “It is incredible that people in a country like Switzerland 
are dying because of floods. But people forget easily how vulnerable they are. We 
should always be ready to face natural hazards . In Japan for instance, people are 
constantly reminded and trained to face natural hazards. Prevention starts with the 
reduction of risk and vulnerability but relies mainly on individuals and communities’ 
preparedness.” 
 


