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BANGLADESH HIGHLIGHTS SHORTAGE OF CYCLONE 
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supports the full implementation of the Bangladesh National Building Code as an important first step towards 
sualties.” 
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and disaster risk reduction programmes within the South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation 
(SAARC). Bangladesh is particularly vulnerable to sea-level rise and more intense cyclones and is ranked by 
the Asian Development Bank as the most vulnerable Asian country to climate change. 
 
 
About UNISDR

 

 

M

PRESS RELEASE 

SHELTERS AS UNISDR CHIEF VISITS  
 

 
GENEVA/DHAKA, 29 March 2012 – The UN Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Disaster Risk 

e country’s huge Reduction, Margareta Wahlström, today discussed with the Bangladesh Government th
shortfall in cyclone shelters and the protection of the country’s coastline from rising sea-lev
three day mission to Bangladesh where the cyclone season starts on April 1. 
 
Dr. Muhammad Abdur Razzaque, Minister of Food and Disaster Management, told the head
Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNISDR), that the country only has 3,000 cyclone shel
5,000. He also raised the inadequacy of the country’s network of embankments against r
stating that many of them
 
Ms. Wahlström noted the Government has issued a policy directive for the integration of ris
development projects submitted to the government. She said there was a strong integration
across 16 government ministries with a particular focus on emerging risks related to climate 
urbanization and seismic risk.  
 
Speaking today to 1,500 government representatives and officials on the occasion of Bang
Disaster Preparedness Day, Ms. Wahlström said: “Bangladesh is the epitome of resilience a
through its successful efforts to reduce mortality from cyclones over the last 40 years. 
cited as an early example of a successful national effort to prepare for the worst-case scenar
planning, effective 
 
“Another great challenge now awaits and that is earthquake risk. I am heartened to hear tha
dedication which the country has devoted to protecting the population from cyclones
earthquake risk. We only need look to recent tragic events in Haiti, Japan and Turkey to un
of this risk. More than a third of the population, over 40 million people,

minimizing ca

Ms. Wahlström is on a three day visit to Bangladesh and scheduled to meet with the Prime M
Hasina tomorrow. They will discuss how Bangladesh can further promote climate change ad

 
 
UNISDR is the UN office dedicated to disaster risk reduction. It is led by the Special Representative 
of the Secretary-General for Disaster Risk Reduction and supports implementation of the Hyogo 
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Framework for Action 2005-2015: Building the Resilience of Nations and Communi
which has been adopted by 168 countries and seeks “the substantial reduction of d
lives and in the social, economic and environmental assets of communities and coun
countries now report on their disaster risk reduction efforts. The biennial Third Glob
Disaster Risk Reduction took place in May 2011 and was opened by the UN Sec
It  attracted  over  2,600  delegates  representing  168  governments,  25  inter
organizations,  65  NGOs  and  other  ISDR  partners. UNISDR has facilitated the
National Disaster Data Bases around the world as part of its on-going global eff
convince governments and the private sector to invest in risk reduction and avoid r
losses which waste development resources. It has also mobilised over 1,000 
governments to take part in the World Disaster Risk Reduction Campaign, Making
My City is Getting Ready! In early 2011, UNISDR supported the initiative by the 
UN General Assembly t

l Assembly. 
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