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GENEVA, 20 March 2012 – The UN Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Disaster Risk 

hich highlights Reduction, Margareta Wahlström, today launched a new report by Development Initiatives w
major discrepancies in the way that donors allocate funding for disaster risk reduction despi
of over one trillion dollars from disasters so far this century. 
 
Ms. Wahlström said: “This report is a very timely examination of funding for disaster r
now clear that we have broken through the trillion dollar ceiling for economic losses so far 
the end of 2011 we can conservatively state th
 
The Report “Disaster Risk Reduction: Spending Where It Should Count”  highlights the fact
recipients of humanitarian aid  between 2000 and 2009  only receive about 30% of total d
($363 bn out of $1,229 bn) compared to 90% of all emergency aid. And just $3.7 billion
risk reduction in the 40 countries su
 
Ms. Wahlström said: “The disparity that exists in the allocation of development aid can be 
geo-political strategic interests but it is doubly surprising to find that so little of that allocatio
aid is actually for disaster risk reduction. Thanks to Development Initiatives we know that
went to 40 of the poorest countries on earth for disaster risk reduction, which represents ab
development aid allocation of $363 billion.  
 
“Clearly there is something not right here. After all, these countries account for over half th
by disasters and almost 80% of deaths. They may account for only $75 billion of the total
$887 billion during the report’s time-frame but we know that the impact of these losse
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Jan Kellett, a Programme L
when humanitarian needs are at an historic high, and donors are under considerable pressure
prioritise value for money, a reassessment of spending is imperative. This report reveals the 
revised financing model which places greater emphasis upon the reduction of risk, based on 

 
 
UNISDR is the UN office dedicated to disaster risk reduction. It is led by the Special Representative 
of the Secretary General for Disaster Risk Reduction and supports implementation of the Hyogo 
Framework for Action 2005-2015: Building the Resilience of Nations and Communities to Disasters 



 

 

isaster losses, in 
tries.” Over 130 
al Platform for 
retary General.  
overnments, 25 

 has facilitated 
ing global effort 
ction and avoid 
ver 1,000 cities 

n, Making Cities 
itiative  by  the 

o  organize  the  first  thematic  debate  on disaster  risk 
reduction ever h
 
 
 

For more information about UNISDR visit: www.unisdr.org

which has been adopted by 168 countries and seeks “the substantial reduction of d
lives and in the social, economic and environmental assets of communities and coun
countries now report on their disaster risk reduction efforts. The biennial Third Glob
Disaster Risk Reduction took place in May 2011 and was opened by the UN Sec
It attracted several Heads of State and over 2,600 delegates representing 168 g
inter‐governmental  organizations,  65 NGOs  and  other  ISDR  partners. UNISDR
the creation of 38 National Disaster Data Bases around the world as part of its on-go
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