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PROGRAMME

Chairs:  Dr. Endang Rahayu Sedyaningsih, Minister of Health, Indonesia & Dr. Eric Laroche, Assistant Director General, Health Action in Crises, WHO 
Introduction (5 minutes)

Introduction and Opening Remarks:  Dr. Poonam Singh, Deputy Regional Director, SEARO
Recent earthquakes: health challenges and solutions (30 minutes)

Haiti, China and India have endured major earthquakes in recent years. Speakers will present their country's experiences, including the impact on health, loss of health services and health facilities of these events; key challenges and lessons; and action required to make health facilities safer and strengthen health systems to deal with disasters.
Strategies for meeting health needs in emergency situations (25 minutes)
Moderated Discussion
Member States are invited to make interventions (3 minutes each) on innovative solutions regarding:
· Actions taken to strengthen health services and systems; managing disaster risks; making hospitals and health facilities safer, including capacity development for the health workforce.

· Impact of these measures on improved health outcomes, response and recovery.

Chile, Oman and Turkey have advised of their intention to make interventions.
Invited partner intervention 

· Dr Eric de Roodebeke, Director-General, International Hospitals Federation 

Questions/comments from the floor
Next steps and recommendations (30 minutes)

Moderated discussion
The Co-Chairs will lead a discussion on recommendations for policy action at national, regional and global levels, including the role of Regional Committees and WHA.
Conclusions and recommendations for follow up action
· Dr. Mirta Roses Periago, Regional Director, WHO/AMRO

Closing Remarks
· Ms. Margareta Wahlstrom, Assistant Secretary-General for Disaster Risk Reduction and Special Representative of the Secretary-General on the implementation of the Hyogo Framework for Action 

Disasters caused by natural hazards have devastating effects on people, families, and communities.  Socio-economic consequences can be life shattering.  These disasters call for an immediate response from the health sector that is the most critical pillar of humanitarian action.  Ministries of Health and Governments face intense scrutiny from national and international actors on their performance in such events and face mounting expectations for quick, decisive and appropriate action.





In the first few months of 2010, major earthquakes in Haiti, China and Chile have caused a massive number of deaths and injuries, widespread disruption of health services and damage to health facilities—both structural and functional. 





During this Side Event, Ministries of Health will share country experiences in dealing with the health impact of recent earthquakes.  Participants will also share knowledge of how communities, countries and the international community can improve health outcomes and protect health services in disasters by improving the safety of health facilities through risk reduction and strengthening of health systems.  Take-away messages from this session include:





Hospitals must remain operational after a disaster.  Improving the safety of health facilities not only will save lives and lead to a quicker recovery of society in general, but will also have positive repercussions on daily operations.


Countries must know how and to what degree hazards affect health, health facilities and health systems and what can be done at local, national, regional and global levels to address health emergency risks.


The international community and national governments should join efforts to address the structural and functional factors that make health facilities safer, so as to reduce vulnerability.





The UN has intensified efforts through the Hyogo Framework for Action 2005-2015: Building the Resilience of Nations and Communities to Disasters.  World Health Day 2009 focused on making hospitals safer and better prepared to deal with emergencies and disasters. 
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