
The United Nations International Strategy for Disaster Reduction is the focal point in
the UN system aiming at building disaster resilient communities by promoting
increased awareness of the importance of disaster reduction as an integral
component of sustainable development, with the goal of reducing human, social,
economic and environmental losses due to natural hazards and related
technological and environmental disasters. The UNISDR secretariat based in
Geneva collects information on disaster reduction, develops campaigns on raising
public awareness and publishes articles, booklets and other materials on disaster
risk reduction.

Recognising that natural hazards can threaten any one of us, the ISDR builds on
partnerships and takes a global approach to disaster reduction, seeking to involve
every individual and every community towards the goals of reducing the loss of lives,
the socio-economic setbacks and the environmental damages caused by natural
hazards. In order to achieve these goals, the ISDR promotes four objectives as tools
towards reaching disaster reduction for all:
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�Increase public awareness to understand risk, vulnerability and disaster
reduction globally.

Obtain commitment from public authorities to implement disaster reduction
policies and actions.

Stimulate interdisciplinary and intersectoral partnerships, including the
expansion of risk reduction networks.

Improve scientific knowledge about disaster reduction

�

�
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The objectives of the secretariat, as reflected in the 200 -200 Biennial Workplan
are: (1) to foster the commitments made by the 168 National Governments and over
100 international, regional and civil society organizations at the 2005 World
Conference; and (2) to prepare and facilitate effective mechanisms and tools in
support of the implementation of the HFA.

UNISDR opened its office in Central Asia in August 2004. The UNISDR secretariat
office located in Dushanbe (Tajikistan) is a UNISDR regional office and covers all five
republics in Central Asia: Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, and
Uzbekistan.

UNISDR Central Asia closely cooperates with ISDR system partners - the Office for
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), the United Nations Development
Program (UNDP), the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF), UNESCO, and the
World Health Organization (WHO) that have respective DRR components. UNISDR
Central Asia has established good working relationships and collaborated with
several bilateral development partners including the Swiss Agency for Development
and Cooperation (SDC), the European Commission Humanitarian Office (ECHO),
the World Bank, and regional organizations like Economic Cooperation Organization
(ECO). The UNISDR secretariat Office in Central Asia works to facilitate the
promotion of Hyogo Framework for Action guiding principles in Central Asian States
to strengthen coordination both at the regional and national levels.
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Our mission

The ISDR aims at building disaster resilient com-
munities by promoting increased awareness of the
importance of disaster reduction as an integral
component of sustainable development, with the
goal of reducing human, social, economic and
environmental losses due to natural hazards and
related technological and environmental
disasters.

The UNISDR is the focal point in the UN System to
promote links and synergies between, and the
coordination of, disaster reduction activities in the
socio-economic, humanitarian and development
fields, as well as to support policy integration. It
serves as an international information clearing-
house on disaster reduction, developing aware-
ness campaigns and producing articles, journals,
and other publications and promotional materials
related to disaster reduction.

On 17 November 2008 UN Secretary-General
Ban Ki-moon appointed Margareta Wahlström the
Assistant Secretary-General for Disaster Risk
Reduction and the Secretary-General's Special
Representative for the implementation of the
Hyogo Framework forAction.
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Disaster Risk Reduction
- everybody’s business
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In the Hyogo Frame-
work, governments agreed
to make disaster risk
reduction a political prio-
rity and to invest in mea-
sures such as national and
local risk assessments,
people-centered early war-
ning systems, public awa-
reness and education,
better urban planning,
safer building construction
codes and well-rehearsed

evacuation plans.
If the Indian Ocean tsunami was our "wake-up call" to
invest in and focus our efforts on disaster
preparedness and risk reduction, then the Hyogo
Framework is our blueprint on how to move forward.
Since its adoption a year ago, more than 40 countries
have revised their policies and launched new
initiatives that put disaster risk reduction at the top of
their national political and development agendas.

Salvano Briceno, UNISDR, director

Ensure that disaster risk reduction is a national and a
local priority with a strong institutional basis for
implementation.

· Designation of HFA Focal Points by Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan,
Tajikistan, and Uzbekistan

Establishment of the National Platform in Kazakhstan (January
2008)

Strengthening of national coordination mechanisms in Tajikistan
and Uzbekistan through the involvement of academic institutions, civil
society, private sectors, and mass media

Promotion of regional coordination on the province level in
Ferghana Valley with the participation of local structures of Ministries
of Emergency Situations of Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, and Uzbekistan,
National Red Crescent Societies, and local authorities

Increased understanding of the need for a strengthened
regional cooperation by national governments in Central Asia

Strengthened legislative and institutional base in five countries
of Central Asia

Capacity building for government officials on HFA integration
and mainstreaming in national development policies, investment
projects and key instruments (NDS, PRS, UNDAF, etc.)

Support to the development of a draft National Risk Management
Strategy and Acton Plan for Tajikistan

·

·

·

·

·

·

Collaboration is Key

Governments of all five Central Asia countries are concerned with the
increased number of disasters in the region and are looking for ways to
strengthen cooperation and collaboration for the benefit of their peoples.
Fergana Valley – the most densely populated area in Central Asia – is
especially important from the point of view of regional cooperation. In
case of a major disaster joint trans-border operations of three countries
will be vital. Therefore creation of a mechanism for coordination and
collaboration in the sphere of DRR is important for overall preparedness
and mitigation of possible disasters. The combination of knowledge,
human resources and good will of all three states can help reduce
human and economic losses in a natural or manmade catastrophe. One
thing is most obvious: the willingness of the three countries to overcome
the problems and to establish working relations that would help all
achieve the key goal of the Hyogo Framework for Action is aimed
at building the resilience of nations and communities to disasters. With
this in mind, participants of regional working meetings came up with a
number of recommendations for a short-term, mid-term, and long-term
period of time.
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1 Make Disaster Reduction a Priority

HFA
STRATEGIC GOALS
The integration of disaster risk reduction into
sustainable development policies and planning

Development and strengthening of institutions,
mechanism and capacities to build resilience to
hazards

The systematic incorporation of risk reduction
approaches in the implementation of emergency
preparedness, response and recovery
programmes

What is the Hyogo Framework forAction?

In January 2005, 168 Governments adopted a 10-year plan
to make the world safer from natural hazards at the World
Conference on Disaster Reduction, held in Kobe, Hyogo,
Japan. The Hyogo Framework is a global blueprint for
disaster risk reduction efforts during the next decade. Its
goal is to substantially reduce disaster losses by 2015 - in
lives, and in the social, economic, and environmental assets
of communities and countries.

The Framework offers guiding principles, priorities for
action, and practical means for achieving disaster resilience
for vulnerable communities.

PRIORITIES FOR ACTION



Identify, assess, and monitor disaster risks - and
enhance early warning.

Early Warning Saves Lives

·

·

·

Promotion of community-based monitoring and early warning
systems using the example of M&EWS in the area of Lake Sarez
(Tajikistan)

Promotion of a digital seismic monitoring network and

establishment of a Geophysical Survey in Tajikistan
Involvement in the support of physical assessment of

residential areas and schools in the city of Dushanbe under the
“Seismic Risk Reduction for the City of Dushanbe Project”

Involvement in risk assessment and support to the
development of risk maps for various hazards

In 2000-2004, under the framework of the Lake Sarez Risk
Mitigation Project (LSRMP), a state-of-the-art monitoring and early
warning system was installed in Central Pamirs (Tajikistan) to
protect the population of four countries of the region against a
potential outburst of Lake Sarez. What is most important, the
project achieved its main goal aimed at ensuring safety of the
population and communities residing in close proximity to Lake
Sarez. The unique monitoring and early warning system (M&EWS)
has been tested for almost five years providing valuable data that
could be used at the construction of high artificial dams and
hydropower facilities. The experience and practices gained under
the LSRMP could be used for the design and installation of
M&EWS at other natural and artificial dams both in Tajikistan and
other countries of the region.

It is worth noting that radios were installed in the homes of local
residents to make them accessible for emergency use and
monitored for warnings at all times. Where possible, radios were
located in houses on higher ground above the river in case of
flooding. The houses hosting the radios had been carefully
selected by local leaders to make sure that capable and reliable
families would take responsibility. In most villages, both the host
household and their neighbors were trained to operate and
maintain the radios and the solar systems powering them. For
several years, this chain of communication had been the local
residents' only link with the outside world. It has immensely
changed their lives, and has been helpful in a number of
emergencies caused by local hazards, traffic and other accidents.

Know the Risks and Take Action
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Use knowledge, innovation, and education to build
a culture of safety and resilience at all levels.

Local Knowledge is Critical for Disaster Reduction

·

·

·

·

·

Enhancement and support of Central Asia regional
network and collaboration among universities and academic
institutions of Central Asia

Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) included in the curricula

of universities of Central Asia (Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan,

Tajikistan, and Uzbekistan)
An Engineering Seismology Chair established by the

Kyrgyz State University of Transport, Construction, and

Architecture as a result of the Regional Conference on

Seismic Safety (Dushanbe, July, 2007)
Integration of Disaster Risk Reduction in primary school

curricula in Tajikistan
Development, publication, and dissemination of DRR

education materials

Public awareness and training events and advocacy

campaigns, including a contest for the best essay on DRR

and a photo contest “Disasters through Lens”

·

Knowledge Network Component successfully

implemented in Central Asia during the past three years

under DIPECHO III and DIPECHO IV projects. It is aimed at

the reactivation of old and the establishment of new ties in

the sphere of DRR between scientific institutions, Institutes

of the Academy of Sciences and Central Asian Universities.

A number of conferences and training workshops were held

aimed at advocacy and increased awareness and sharing

experiences and best practices among stakeholders; a lot of

training materials, popular booklets and manuals have been

published for students of technical universities, NGOs and

communities.
As of today, around forty universities in Central Asian

countries have included disaster risk reduction in their

curricula.

has been
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Build Understanding and Awareness3
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are outlined in the Hyogo Framework for Action to guide states, organizations, and



Reduce Risk4
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Reduce the underlying risk factors.

·

·

·

·

Development of a User's Manual on the construction of an
earthquake-resilient house from local materials

Advocacy support aimed at development of draft building
codes for the construction of housing dwellings from local materials
in Tajikistan

Implementation of Central Asia and Caucasus Disaster Risk
Management Initiative (CACDRMI)

Promotion of safer building strategies and reduced risks for
social institutions (schools, hospitals, and medical facilities) through
ISDR Global Campaigns

“…schools are the best venues for forging durable
collective values; therefore they are best suited for building a

culture of prevention and disaster resilience.”

In line with the World Disaster Reduction Campaign 2006-
2007 “Disaster Risk Reduction Begins at School” UNISDR and
UNICEF jointly organized national level workshops for
secondary school administrations in three countries (Armenia,
Tajikistan and Uzbekistan). The workshop involved participation
of headmasters, municipal and national education authorities,
and leading DRR experts. The key workshop objectives were to
increase the awareness of school administrators on school
resilience to earthquakes; provide them with basic knowledge
and skills on how to act before, during, and after an earthquake,
and to initiate a constructive dialogue between school
administrators, government officials, international organizations,
and other stakeholders on schools seismic safety in the three
countries.

Materials disseminated by the trainers and workshop organizers

contain key messages of the workshop and will serve as

guidelines for school teachers and administrators in disaster

preparedness. These materials can also be used at the lessons

devoted to earthquake preparedness and the implementation of

non-structural mitigation measures.

Be Prepared and Ready to Act
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Strengthen disaster preparedness for effective
response at all levels.

·

·

·

·

Training workshops in community-based disaster risk
management (CBDRM) based on HFA priorities

Support in the development of the draft National Disaster
Management Plan in Tajikistan

Participation in the development of coordinated regional
approach for effective disaster response (with OCHA)

Facilitation of a continuous dialogue between response
agencies, planners and policy-makers, and development
organizations in Central Asia

First Aid and Search-and-Rescue Operations

Supported by UNISDR office in Central Asia, a five-day
training workshop “First Aid and Search-and-Rescue
Operations ” was organized and conducted
by Life Safety Chair of Tashkent State Technical University
(LSC TSTU) in close cooperation with NGO
“Hayot”. The TOT was an integral part of a joint
ISDR/TSTU/Hayot project “Training Program of Voluntary
Search & Rescue Teams of Tashkent Universities”.
Professors and teachers from 28 Tashkent Universities, as

well as a number of specialists and experts representing

various relevant state agencies and organizations actively

participated at the TOT.

The ultimate goal of the TOT is that the students, who

undergo through such training programs, able to

effectively render first aid and assistance to people after a

disaster strikes. These knowledge and skills are vitally

important for the students, especially upon their graduation

and return to their communities.

on
at Disaster Sites

the National

are

The TOT consisted of two main parts:
Rendering of first aid and pre-doctor care to

disaster victims
Conducting of light search & rescue works after

disasters

I.

ii.

other actors at all levels in designing their approach to disaster risk reduction:



Building a culture of resilience towards disaster risk reduction in Central Asia
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Public awareness and global campaigns

The World Disaster Reduction Campaign 2006-2007 was
launched in Paris in June 2006 by UNISDR secretariat and
UNESCO, with support from the French Government. Its theme
is: “Disaster Risk Reduction Begins at School”.
This theme was chosen because: (1) it is in line with the Priority 3
of the Hyogo Framework forAction 2005-2015: “Use knowledge,
innovation and education to build a culture of safety and
resilience at all levels”; and (2) schools are the best venues for
forging durable collective values; therefore they are suitable for
building a culture of prevention and disaster resilience.
The World Campaign focused on promoting the safety of school
buildings and the mainstreaming of disaster risk reduction (DRR)
into school curricula or at least school activities.
UNISDR secretariat in Central Asian countries participated
actively in this World Campaign through awareness-raising

capacity building activities.
among schoolchildren conducting photo and essay contests,
radio programs and

Every two years, the ISDR system selects a topic that reflects one
of the five priorities of the Hyogo Framework forAction. The theme
of the 2008-2009 world campaign is Hospitals Safe from
Disasters: ReduceRisk, Protect Health Facilities, Save Lives. The
World Disaster Reduction Campaign is coordinated by the
secretariat of the International Strategy for Disaster Reduction in
partnership with World Health Organization (WHO).

A wide range of activities will be carried out together by the
UNISDR secretariat, WHO and their respective regional offices
within the framework for the Campaign. Other ISDR system
partners will be involved, in particular the World Bank, UNDP,
WMO, UNEP, UESCO, UNICEF, FAO, ILO, WFP, IFRC and the
various ISDR networks of NGOs, private sector, academic
institutions, parliamentarins and local authorities. At the national
level, the main responsibilities belong to the National Platforms
for disaster reduction, which are focal points for the HFA and the
Ministries of Health.

Disaster risk reduction
begins at school 2006-07

Safe hospitals and
medical facilities 2008-09
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for Disaster Reduction Contact person:
Advocacy Consultant

37/1 Bokhtar str, 6th floor
Dushanbe, Tajikistan

Tel: +992 48 701 16 20/21
zafar.mahmoudov@unisdr-wana.org

Zafar Mahmoudov

Outreach office in
Central Asia

United Nations International Strategy for Disaster
Reduction - UNISDR secretariat

Regional Office for West Asia & North Africa, Cairo-Egypt

Production of this leaflet was funded by the European
Commission’s Humanitarian Aid department
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D RUNISDR Central Asia
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Disaster Risk Reduction

20 Examples of Good Practice

From Central Asia
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Available in languages:
English -
Russian -
Tajik -
Kazakh -

“A Guide to Community-Based Disaster Risk Reduction in
Central Asia”

“Disaster Risk Reduction. 20 Examples of Good Practices
in Central Asia”

“Hyogo Framework for Action 2005-2015: Building the
Resilience of Nations and Communities to Disasters.
Introduction to the Hyogo Framework for Action”

“Safer building strategies for earthquakes in Central Asia”

“Brief review of Mudflows and Floods in Central Asia”

“Brief review of Landslides in Central Asia”

“Teaching Methodology on safe construction for technical
universities”. Trainer's manual

“Basics of Emergency Preparedness and Civil Defense”.
Training Manual for Primary School Teachers

“Search and Rescue Operations . Training Manual.
Tashkent, 2008

“Training of Amateur Rescuers . Instructor s Manual for
training of volunteer rescuers

“First Aid on Site . Manual for volunteer rescuers

“EARTHQUAKE: how to protect oneself from the
elements”

HOSPITALS SAFE FROM DISASTERS. Reduce Risk,
Protect Health Facilities, Save Lives

“EARTHQUAKE: five steps to risk reduction”

“What should we know about earthquake? Pocket book
about earthquakes for secondary school students

“Non-structural hazard during earthquakes and ways of its
reduction”. A poster

“Sarez Lake: Latest Achievements and Unresolved
Problems”

“The Poplar in the Spring”. Fiction, educational book




