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1Introduction

The Secretary-General's Report to the
UN General Assembly on the
Implementation of the ISDR (57/277)
outlines the major achievements during
the last year by ISDR partners, the
Inter-Agency Task Force and the
Secretariat. It was presented at  the GA
Second Committee (under Environment
and Sustainable Development) on 16
October 2003. Selected statements from
Member States are available at the
ISDR Secretariat. 

This Information Note follows the
Work Plan established for 2002-2003. It
was based on the functions of advocacy,
coordination, information management,
and regional outreach. An evaluation of
the outputs carried out until October
2003 showed that the overall completion
rate was approximately 85 per cent. The
discrepancy is largely attributable to the
addition of unforeseen higher priority
tasks, which of course have contributed
compensatory outputs.

The additional activities, during the
current reporting period, includes (i)
development, in partnership with
UNDP, of a framework for disaster risk
reduction; (ii) implementation of a
fellowship programme under an OCHA
fund to support more than 100 students
from 49 developing countries to attend
international disaster risk reduction
courses; and (iii) support to an inter-
agency project led by UNDP and in
collaboration with OCHA and NGOs

on volcanic risk reduction in Goma,
Democratic Republic of Congo. 

Although continual progress has been
made in the fields of education,
national platforms development and
support, and visibility of disaster risk
reduction within UN Secretariat
information materials, the publishing
of Living with Risk - A global review
of disaster reduction initiatives
(updated version) and websites
development, these important areas
require further work to reach planned
levels and therefore will be given
additional emphasis during the
remaining months of 2003 and into the
new year.

Having demonstrated its potential and
raised many expectations over the last
biennium, and with further growth
likely, the Secretariat now needs to
enter a new phase of consolidation and
organizational development. This
started over the past several months,
thanks to the support from the British
and Swiss Governments. A leading
consultant in organisational design and
operation has been engaged to guide
the process. A second staff retreat was
held in September 2003, initiating a
reformulation of priorities, strategic
institutional framework and results
based planning. The first phase is
expected to be finalized in December
2003. A summary of the internal
strategic framework is attached.

The added value of
ISDR is to provide a
common international
platform to develop
coherence and
guidance to the
existing and emerging
wide range of
approaches that are
available in the field
of disaster risk
reduction. 
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1.1 Highlights of key achievements April-October 2003

Mainstreaming and policy setting

• Strong linkages and a network among
the climate change adaptation and
disaster risk reduction communities were
established, particularly with UNDP,
IFRC and the Climate Change
secretariat, leading to a sense of common
purpose and commitments to collaborate.
Products: An electronic newsletter (the
Disaster Reduction + Climate Change
Infolink; a plan and draft outline for a
multi-stakeholder policy paper on
disaster risk reduction and climate
change policies, including a joint launch
at a side event to the UNFCCC
subsidiary bodies meeting in Bonn, June
2003).

• Early warning: Regional consultation
meetings and workshops and the
development of policy briefs and
elements for an international early
warning programme and the
organization of the Second International
Early Warning Conference held in Bonn,
16-18 October 2003, with over 300
participants, including ministers and
other government officials,
representatives of UN and other
multilateral organizations, development
and assistance agencies, private sector,
technical and research institutions and
non-governmental organizations.
Products: The conference and its
attendant documents, especially the
meeting-endorsed international
programme outline. (See  www.ewc2.org
and http://www.iisd.ca/isdr/ewc2/).

• Follow-up to the World Summit on
Sustainable Development: A table of
ongoing activities and programmes by
ISDR partners to support the
Johannesburg Plan of Implementation
was prepared; ISDR participation in the
11th meeting of the Commission on
Sustainable development (CSD-11) in
May 2003, in which vulnerability and
disaster management was recognized as a
cross cutting topic as well as focus topic
during the cycle 2004-2015; co-
organized a side-event on Resilient
Communities led by ICLEI at CSD-11;
currently preparing input papers on
water, sanitation, and human settlements
for the Secretary-General's reports to
CSD-12 (April 2004).

Review of Yokohama Strategy

• Development of documentation for the
review, mainly a draft Framework for
Guidance and Monitoring of Disaster
Risk Reduction as a backbone for the
review and future programme of action.
Products: Results of a one month on-line
conference, updated matrix-framework
and rationale. Inputs for the Review
from regional and thematic conferences,
most notably the Pacific Community at
the Communities at Risk conference in
Fiji (May), the Euro-Mediterranean
Forum in Madrid (October) and the
Second International Conference on
Early Warning in Bonn (October).
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Partnerships with key players

• UNDP: A joint staff meeting for
planning purposes was held with
BCPR/DRU, and mutual collaboration
in several regional and national projects
took place: ISDR participated in four
UNDP Project Appraisal Committees,
including in follow up to IATF Working
Group activities with UN-HABITAT,
OAS and ADPC for Tools and Best
Practices for Risk and Vulnerability
Analysis at the Local and Urban Levels,
and the joint initiative involving also
OCHA on volcanic risk in Goma, DR
and on El Niño in Latin America and
the Caribbean;  in addition to the joint
development of the framework for
guidance and monitoring of disaster risk
reduction.

• ProVention Consortium: Periodic
information sharing sessions, and mutual
participation in initiatives such as in the
organization of a risk reduction
workshop with IFRC for the
International Red Cross/Red Crescent
Conference in December 2003.

• UN-HABITAT: Development of a joint
programme for increasing local risk
management capacities in the Caribbean
basin, and initiated study of gender
issues in disaster risk reduction in Africa
with UNIFEM, led by UN/ISDR
Africa.

• UNESCO: Partnership is evolving on
several fronts and in particular, on the
development of a programmes involving

local authorities and comunites for risk
assessment and building resilience (also
following up on the RADIUS
experience) with involvement of UN-
HABITAT, UNCRD, ICLEI, and
other relevant partners and on the
preparations for the Second World
Conference on Disaster Reduction and
its integration in the International
Decade on Education for Sustainable
Development.

• UN-WATER: UN/ISDR continues in
its commitment to UN-Water, a
committee comprising UN system
agencies and programmes addressing
issues related to water issues,
demonstrated through participation in
related events such as the Dushanbe
International Fresh Water Forum in
August-September 2003.

Regional outreach

• Africa: The outreach programme is
evolving positively, with a number of
specific policy and technical outputs and
partnerships, in addition to information
products: website, Disaster Reduction in
Africa - ISDR Informs magazine,
educational booklets and a radio
programme in English, French and
Swahili on: hazards and disasters,
drought what to know and what to do,
impact of disasters in our communities,
and living with disaster risks. Three
national platforms established and
supported (Djibouti, Madagascar,
Uganda, in addition to the existent one
in Zambia).



4

Introduction

• Latin America and the Caribbean:
UN/ISDR has been active in early
warning, urban risk reduction, public
awareness and education, and developing
innovative advocacy and educational
tools, in partnership with regional and
UN agencies and communications
NGOs and institutions (radio soap
operas Tiempos de Huracanes and
Replicas en el Corazon with contents
related to floods, hurricanes, earthquake
and volcanic risk; ISDR Informs - Latin
America and the Caribbean magazine).

• Asia: Established partnership
arrangement with ADPC and ADRC in
collaboration with ESCAP and UNDP,
and issuance of  "Number 0" of the joint
newsletter Disaster Reduction in Asia -
ISDR Informs. In addition, project
development with ADPC to seek
ECHO funding, close collaboration with
ADRC in the planning for the Second
World Conference on Disaster Reduction
in Kobe-Hyogo, as well as with ESCAP
in the Asian drought network.

• Pacific: Agreement and resource
mobilization for SOPAC to carry out
ISDR advocacy work and review of
achievements in the context of Yokohama
review.

Awareness raising and visibility of disaster risk
reduction

• The ISDR website www.unisdr.org in
Geneva improved with a new design and
enhanced structure underway, as well as
the regional outreach ones: Latin
America and the Caribbean,
www.eird.org; Africa
www.unisdrafrica.org.

• Awareness products: Information kits
and press material widely disseminated
drawing from contributions from over 30
collaborators worldwide. The UN-
Sasakawa Award has been given good
visibility within the UN and within
selected countries. ISDR Secretariat staff
has produced articles and chapters in
several magazines and books, including a
chapter in a book on Climate Change in
Africa, WMO Bulletin and book on
Convention on Biological Diversity.
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2Achievements and impacts

This section outlines those activities undertaken during the period 1 April-31 October 2003 as indicated
in the 2002-2003 ISDR Secretariat Work Plan (Annex 1), recording their achievements and impacts.

2.1 Advocacy

The ISDR Secretariat was involved in numerous advocacy activities in 2003, resulting in further
raising awareness of disaster risk reduction and promoting participation in related initiatives at the
regional, national and local levels. A variety of complementary activities ensured the widespread
dissemination of information materials to diverse publics, that generated increased interest and
collaboration in a number of areas.

Areas of Activity

• 2003 World Disaster Reduction Campaign: Living with Risk - Turning the tide on
disasters towards sustainable development

• Administration and management of annual UN Sasakawa Award for Disaster Reduction
• Production and dissemination of ISDR Informs regional magazines
• Production and dissemination of ISDR Highlights e-newsletter 
• National platforms for disaster risk reduction 
• ISDR Fellowship Programme

Achievements 

Production of World Disaster Reduction Campaign information materials

The ISDR Secretariat produced public awareness materials including a Campaign announcement,
poster and information kit (10,000 units in English/French/Spanish) that were disseminated
worldwide to assist in the preparation and implementation of events, including those held on the
occasion of the International Day for Disaster Reduction. These were disseminated in hard copy, via
email as well as made available on-line at www.unisdr.org.

Campaign outreach via alternative communication channels

The ISDR Secretariat made the use of a range of methods to ensure widespread dissemination of
Campaign messages, reaching new publics and generating increasing interest in disaster reduction.
These include appearance on the UN headquarters website www.un.org, including the UN Division
for Public Information, the Freshwater Year dissemination channels, regional and international
partners and national platforms and Governments and related websites.



11

2
Achievements

Inter-Agency Task Force on Disaster Reduction (IATF/DR)

Increased number of UN formal members of the Inter-Agency Task
Force on Disaster Reduction (UN University, United Nations
Centre for Regional Development), and one new civil society
member joined at IATF-7: the WHO Collaborating Centre for
Research on the Epidemiology of Disasters (CRED), at Louvain
Catholic University in Brussels.

New inter-agency projects sprung from IATF/DR work, such as the
WG3 UNDP financed and ISDR supported UN-HABITAT,
OAS and ADPC project for Tools and Best Practices for Risk and
Vulnerability Analysis at the Local and Urban Levels.

Draft work-programme for the IATF/DR in 2004, providing more
synergy with the work-programme of the Secretariat, and
introducing new modalities to make the IATF/DR work more
effective.

Follow up for the WSSD

ISDR participated in the eleventh session (CSD-11) in April/May
2004, in support of member states and the UN/DESA secretariat, to
cover disaster and risk management aspects and co-organize a
partnership side event on Resilient communities (led by ICLEI).
CSD-11 adopted a Multi-Year Programme of Work to review
progress in implementation in which the focus will change in cycles
of two years. Disaster and risk management is recognized as a cross-
cutting issue. In addition, vulnerability and disaster management
will be addressed as a specific thematic area in the cycle 2014-2015. 

The ISDR Secretariat is contributing to the UN Secretary-General's
State of the Implementation reports for all three thematic areas for
2004: "Water, Sanitation and Human Settlement". ISDR
participated in the scooping meetings coordinated by UN/DESA.
The reports will address new challenges and opportunities related to

The consolidation of the International Strategy
for Disaster Reduction is the essential instrument
to reduce the risk of and vulnerability to natural
hazard and related environmental and
technological disasters. 

Statement presented in response to the
Report 58/277 on the Implementation of
ISDR during the General Assembly's 58th
Session (October 2003)
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the implementation of disaster risk reduction and the thematic areas.
The input on water is being coordinated by UNWATER, of which
ISDR is an active members since its creation in 2002. The Human
Settlement report is coordinated jointly by UN/DESA and
UN/HABITAT and UN/DESA where ISDR is providing an input
paper; and WHO coordinate the report on Sanitation also through
UNWATER.

Early warning

Regional early warning consultations: The ISDR Secretariat, in close
collaboration with partners undertook four regional consultations on
early warning systems for natural disasters in preparation for the
Second International Conference on Early Warning (EWC-II). The
workshops took place in Bandung, Indonesia, 26-28 May 2003 (Asia
region), Antigua, Guatemala, 3-5 June 2003 (the American
Hemisphere) , Nairobi, Kenya 23-24 June 2003 (Africa region), and
Potsdam, Germany 28-29 July 2003 (Europe region). The regional
consultations have already had spring-offs in new collaborations
among countries. Conclusions and recommendations available on:
www.ewc2.org

Second International Conference on Early Warning (EWC-II): The
Government of Germany and the ISDR Secretariat hosted the
Second International Conference on Early Warning (EWC-II in
Bonn, Germany, from 16-18 October 2003. Over 300 participants
attended, including ministers and government officials,
representatives of UN and other multilateral organizations, assistance
agencies, technical and research institutions and non-governmental
organizations. 

Climate risk management

Living with Risk in a Changing Climate side event at Subsidiary
Bodies of the Framework Convention on Climate Change, 5 June
2003: At this side the German Technical Cooperation (GTZ), the
International Red Cross / Red Crescent Centre on Climate Change and
Disaster Preparedness, and the ISDR Secretariat proposed to develop a
scoping document to be a vehicle for developing disaster reduction and
climate change policies; provide guidance for current activities; be
aimed at both policy and technical experts; contain an inclusive iterative
consultative process; be accessible and widely endorsed.

"We support the activities of the Inter-Agency
Secretariat and Inter-Agency Task Force for
Disaster Reduction. We believe that efforts in
this regard should focus on developing early
warning systems and strengthening the
national response potential"

Statement presented in response to the
Report 58/277 on the Implementation of
ISDR during the General Assembly's
58th Session (October 2003)
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Pilot edition of DR+CC Infolink: In order to stimulate linkages and
information exchange between the disaster reduction and climate
change communities, IFRC/Netherlands Centre on Climate Change
and Disaster Preparedness, UNDP and the ISDR Secretariat are
collaborating to produce the Disaster Reduction + Climate Change
(DR+CC) Infolink. This electronic newsletter focuses exclusively on
the intersection of disaster risk reduction and climate change
adaptation, to promote disaster risk reduction as an adaptation strategy,
and to clarify the role of climate change in disaster risk management.
The pilot edition was produced on 28 August 2003 and highlights the
need to take steps to have disaster risk better dealt with in the IPCC
process. The second edition to be released in November 2003.

A section on extreme weather events and their impact on vulnerable
countries was prepared by the Secretariat and included in the SG
report on Implementation of ISDR (58/277) as requested by General
Assembly 57th session (Decision A/57/547)

Recognition of relevance of disaster reduction in space community activities

• OOSA: publication on space applications for disasters and
sustainable development (main concepts derived from ISDR
experience in WSSD)

• Action Team: Inclusion of disaster reduction as main topic for the
integrated space-based disaster management system.

• UN-COPUOS (Committee on Peaceful Use of Outer Space):
recognition of disaster reduction as central topic for future (vs.
historical preference for emergency management support) and
higher profile of ISDR in COPUOS.

• ESA: Involvement of ISDR in user needs survey for GMES
and, through this, recognition by GMES of need to focus on
local community needs in prevention rather than emergency
response (here cooperation took place with both OCHA and Red
Cross - MSF)

• US/NOAA: Inclusion of ISDR in Global Earth Observation
(GEO) talks and meetings (ISDR Director invited to EO
Summit)

• UNOPS/UNITAR/UNOSAT: realisation of low-cost
technology measures for vulnerability assessment in Matagalpa
(Nicaragua). Achievements can be viewed at www.unosat.org.

"How can we congratulate you enough for the
excellent initiative of combining DR with
CC. Such good timing and such a direct way.
Congratulations to you and your team."

Mihir R. Bhatt
Disaster Mitigation Institute
India
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Achievements and impacts

ISDR and technological hazards

Expanded professional outreach of risk reduction concepts and practice
among technological, environmental, educational, commercial, and
government interests (University of Jordan Center for Security Studies,
Amman, Jordan; and Arabian Gulf University, Bahrain)

Recent locally-funded participation of ISDR staff in October 2003 as a
primary international speaker in two regional workshops on "technological
hazards with an environmental perspective" has advanced regional efforts to
pursue the creation of a Center for Technological Risks to further ISDR
objectives.

"Partnerships are essential to the
successful implementation of effective
early warning and disaster risk
reduction."

Jan Egeland
UN Under-Secretary-General
for Humanitarian Affairs

Impacts

• Results and policy recommendations from IATF being more widely consulted and used
• Increased interest for membership or association with IATF by UN, regional and civil society

organizations
• The Second International Conference on Early Warning (EWC-II) process provided an overview of

the extent to which early warning has been integrated into natural disaster reduction initiatives and
public policy, and identify the critical needs and propose strategies and requirements to fulfill these
needs. 

• Elements for an international programme on early warning formulated and endorsed by the EWC-II
provide increased understanding of solutions for integrating early warning into public policy, new
technologies and low-technology solutions for early warning systems, the responsibilities of policy
makers in the context of early warning and urban risks, and early warning as a decision tool for
emergency management.

• The Government of Germany has engaged with the ISDR Secretariat to ensure resources to initiate
the suggested programme for early warning.

• Partnership established on climate risk management and adaptation to climate change between ISDR
Secretariat, UNDP, IFRC/Netherlands Centre on Climate Change and Disaster Preparedness and
the Climate Change Secretariat.

• Investment in partnerships has increased the promotion and dissemination of space based applications
for disaster prevention especially aimed at making vulnerable communities in developing countries
benefit from low-cost, high-impact solutions that are already available.

• Greater commitment for implementation of disaster risk reduction at global, regional, national and
sub-national levels to be strengthened through the review of the Yokohama Strategy and the World
Conference.

• Identification and engagement of an institutional focal point for risk reduction education and
professional advocacy in the Middle East/Arabian Gulf area. 

• Renewed interest and possible engagement of the subject in Oman, through Sultan Qaboos National
University.
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2.3 Information management

As the focal point within the UN system on disaster risk reduction, the ISDR Secretariat has been
involved in a range of activities that contribute to the development of more sophisticated information
collection, synthesis and dissemination processes.

An emerging area that will rise in priority over the coming year is the Yokohama review, which will
culminate in the Second World Conference on Disaster Reduction to be tentatively held at Kobe-
Hyogo in January 2005. Many ISDR partners have indicated their support and interest in
contributing the review as well as the Conference itself, during the recent on-line conference on the
framework for guiding and monitoring disaster risk reduction. Their valuable inputs were recorded
and will provide the backbone for the overall review, to be enhanced by existing and future ISDR
information and networking services as outlined below.

Areas of Activity

• Global review process: Living with Risk - A global review of disaster reduction initiatives
2003

• Review of the Yokohama Plan of Action
• Information clearinghouse on disaster reduction
• Improving scientific knowledge of the causes of natural disasters and the effect of natural

hazards
• Increased partnerships for volcano risk reduction
• Increased partnerships on drought risk reduction globally

Achievements

Living with Risk - A global review of disaster reduction initiatives

The texts for the Living with Risk: A global review of disaster reduction initiatives 2003 were
updated to be published and distributed by UN Sales Publications (for tentative release at the end of
2003). A draft Summary for policymakers based on Living with Risk was developed, to be finalised,
translated and disseminated in 2004.

In parallel to Living with Risk: A global review of disaster reduction initiatives, UN/ISDR provided
input and contributed to the review of the UNDP report Disasters and Development (former World
Vulnerability Report), for release in early 2004.
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Achievements and impacts

Progress in the Yokohama Review, on the road to the Second World Conference
on Disaster Reduction

In August 2003, an on-line conference was held together with UNDP
discussing the framework for guiding and monitoring disaster risk
reduction. Approximately 300 participants provided expert input on its
content as well as on the process of its development, political
endorsement and application.

Based on the above-mentioned framework, a draft outline for regional
and thematic meetings and review as well as for the identification of
national case studies were prepared, to serve as basis for the publication
Living with Risk 2005: A review of the implementation of the Yokohama
Strategy and Plan of Action for a Safer World (working title).

Preparations for the Second World Conference on Disaster Reduction
have advanced steadily, with Japan offering to host the Conference in
Kobe-Hyogo (January 2005). The UN General Assembly will decide in
November-December 2003 on the format and the extent of the
Conference under the auspices of the UN (also to be discussed at IATF-
8, 5-6 November 2003).

ISDR information system

The components of the ISDR information system for disaster reduction
includes a set of reference databases (still only for internal use), a
specialized library, websites and electronic networking facilities. Further
updating of the UN/ISDR reference databases of individuals/contacts,
organizations, events and training, and projects and programmes for
disaster risk reduction has taken place.

Phase 1 of the ISDR Library development process achieved in acquiring
software and provision of training and application of system
administration.

A CD-ROM was issued on UN Documents Related to Disaster
Reduction including Volume 1 (1987-1999), second edition and Volume
2 (2000-2002) English/French/Spanish, as well as issuance of Volume 2
in hard copy, disseminated widely to national policymakers.

"We are taking this conference [on the
framework for guiding and monitoring
disaster risk reduction] as a platform to
exchange ideas and information and use as
the avenue for joint work. I consider this
opportunity as a valuable one and look
forward to further communication in this
regard. Let us work together for the main
cause of disaster reduction for sustainable
development."

Dr.SriGowri Sanker
ADRC
Kobe Japan
Participant of the on-line conference 
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Cooperation for advancing scientific knowledge and research

In collaboration with the WHO Collaborating Centre for Research on the Epidemiology
of Disasters in Brussels (CRED) and the many participating agencies of Working Group
3 of the IATF/DR, UN/ISDR continued working to support enhancement of the
International Disaster Database, EM-DAT. Official partnership with CRED was
established with Letter of Agreement signed between UN/ISDR and CRED.

In direct consultation with experts on disaster risk reduction, a comprehensive list of
terminology was compiled and finalised, published on the ISDR website and will appear
in the updated version of Living with Risk - A global review of disaster reduction
initiatives.

Using Venezuela as case study, UN/ISDR collaborated with SDC, UNDP, and national
institutions to conduct a review of methodology on debris flow assessment, including
legend for hazard maps.

Using Ecuador as a case study, UN/ISDR collaborated with SDC, national, regional and
local institutions to follow-up multi-hazard monitoring and early warning systems, as well
as the application of risk assessment in land-use planning.

Using Nicaragua and El Salvador as case studies, UN/ISDR collaborated with SDC,
national, regional and local institutions to synthesize good practices of a disaster risk
reduction multi-national project in Central America, in particular the application of risk
assessment into municipality policies.

Initiated by the Geological Survey the Canada, with Venezuela, Colombia, Ecuador, Perú,
Bolivia, Chile, Argentina, UN/ISDR participated in the application of its guiding
framework for the multinational Andean project Geosciences for Andean Communities-
Strengthening Geosciences Knowledge in Communities.

Increased partnerships for volcano risk reduction

UN/ISDR completed an inter-agency mission with UNDP, OCHA and the Council of
Europe to Goma, Democratic Republic of the Congo, supporting public awareness and
educational components with local partners (CONCERN, Save the Children, Goma
Volcanic Observatory and others). This project is also part of OCHA CAP 2004, with
OCHA, UNDP and ISDR as implementing agencies. The joint UNDP-ISDR-OCHA
project proposal was finalized, with initial funds allocated by UNDP for the project.

"It is necessary to promote
better comprehension and
better acknowledgement of the
causes of the natural hazards
- that is, the creation of
capacities and institutional
strengthening by the
appropriate technology
transfer; the access to the
sources of relevant
information; and the
development of the early
warning systems to identify,
control and issue warnings on
natural hazards and the
vulnerability that can affect
societies."

Statement presented by
Kenya on behalf of the
Andean community in
response to the Report
58/277 on the
Implementation of ISDR
during the General
Assembly's 58th Session
(October 2003)
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Achievements and impacts

Within the framework of the Sixth EU Framework Programme,
UN/ISDR participated in an integrated project on early warning of
volcanoes activities. The project involves over 30 participants and a
community of over 300 researchers.

In July 2003 UN/ISDR contributed to the Cities on Volcanoes
workshop, Hawaii in a poster presentation on volcanic risk reduction.

Increased partnerships on drought risk reduction globally

UN/ISDR adopted as partner in the Asia Regional Drought
Preparedness Network coordinated by UNESCAP, applying for GEF
funding.

Impacts

• Substantial responses and revised EM-DAT country data sets
received from 30 countries in Africa, Europe, Asia and Latin
America and the Caribbean, (September 2003). 

• ISDR terminology referred to in at least 5 global programmes and
publications.

• Increased use of the ISDR framework for disaster risk reduction to
guide action of projects on the ground, providing feedback for the
global review of lessons learnt.

• Strengthened international collaboration between bilaterals, national
institutions and UN organizations for the development of
multihazards projects in applied best practices.

• With a target audience at international, regional, national and local
levels, UN/ISDR's focus on volcanic risk reduction has resulted in
increased cooperation between key stakeholders in this area.  

• ISDR drought policy paper used to guide implementation of
drought risk reduction by different groups of key actors (ex:
ESCAP, UNDP/Dryland center, DMCN)

• Drought risk reduction network expansion continues - linking
experts, practitioners and key organizations worldwide (mainly at
regional scale).

"We call for a strengthened role of
International Strategy for Disaster Reduction
(ISDR9 through provision of adequate
resources to the Trust Fund for Disaster
Reduction. In addition, efforts towards
disaster reduction should be enhanced through
integrated efforts that strengthen national
capacities, awareness creation, exchange of
information as well as new and additional
financial resources."

Statement presented by Kenya in response
to the Report 58/277 on the
Implementation of ISDR during the
General Assembly's 58th Session
(October 2003)
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2.4 Regional outreach

The ISDR Secretariat is complying with recommendations from the
General Assembly and other bodies to strengthen its work and outreach
in advocacy, information management and policy support at regional
levels. Africa and Latin America/Caribbean continue being the only
outreach offices, but increased partnerships and activities are taking place
in Europe, Asia and the Pacific.

ISDR outreach programme for Africa

Africa is a region prone to a wide variety of disasters, especially large-
scale floods, drought, tropical storms and volcanic eruptions. The impact
of disasters is on the rise and people in Africa are extremely vulnerable to
disaster risks due to the combined factor of wide spread poverty,
HIV/AIDS and armed conflicts. For example, the combination of
extensive drought and the high HIV/AIDS prevalence is now
threatening the food security of 14.5 million people in southern and east
African countries. Disasters deprive millions of people of food security,
access to clean drinking water, social services and their modest economic
gains. As a result, the needed humanitarian relief in Africa has diverted
billions of US dollars which could be used for poverty reduction and
socio-economic development. 

It is impossible for African countries to achieve poverty alleviation and
sustainable development without mainstreaming disaster risk reduction
into their overall socio-economic development process. Therefore,
disaster risk reduction, like poverty alleviation and environmental
protection, should be considered as part of sustainable development. To
promote disaster risk reduction and integration of disaster reduction into
sustainable development, UN/ISDR Africa has carried out its work
through outreaching, networking, cooperating and coordinating with
major stakeholders in Africa, but on the basis of a "catalytic" approach. 

"We also support a stronger focus on the
International Strategy for Disaster Reduction
and would like to see enhanced regional
outreach because it is a means by which to
introduce best practices through policy
integration, advocacy and information-
sharing in order to strengthen cooperation on
disaster reduction among existing regional
stakeholders."

Statement presented in response to the
Report 58/277 on the Implementation of
ISDR during the General Assembly's
58th Session (October 2003)
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Achievements

• Strengthened information sharing and knowledge exchange on disaster reduction
among different stakeholders in Africa.

• Produced booklets for community leaders and children on Water and Risk in Africa,
Safari's encounter with landslide, and Safari's encounter with floods.

• Consolidated the development of UN/ISDR Africa website.
• Expanded UN/ISDR Africa's network at national, sub-regional and regional levels.
• Launched UN/ISDR Africa's Biannual INFORMS - Disaster Reduction in Africa.
• Produced radio programme in English, French and Swahili on: hazards and disasters,

drought what to know and what to do, impact of disasters in our communities, and
living with disaster risks.

• Facilitated the establishment of ISDR national platforms in Madagascar and Uganda,
in addition to Djibouti and the previously established one in Zambia.

• Led the coordination and organization of the first African Regional Consultation on
Early Warning.

• Supported the NEPAD-led regional workshop on disaster management and
AU/NEPAD led regional consultative meeting on disaster risk management.

• Started the joint-initiative of AU/NEPAD and UN/ISDR Africa - development of
African Regional Strategy for Disaster Risk Management.

• Reviewed the sub-regional early warning systems in IGAD, SADC and ECOWAS.
• Finalised the agreement with IOC Secretariat on a sub-regional consultation and review

on disaster reduction.
• Fostered coordination in disaster reduction at regional, sub-regional and national level.
• Promoted women's participation and gender concerns in disaster reduction in Africa.
• Started joint initiative with UN-HABITAT, UNIFEM, and DMCN on review of

disaster reduction from a gender perspective for strategy development and policy
recommendations.

• Facilitated the link between water-related disaster risk reduction with water resource
management.

• Carried out a Joint mission to Djibouti with UNDP/BCPR.

Impacts

• Foster national ownership of the disaster reduction process: tailored assistance to the
establishment of national platforms, based on official requests, and making sure that
national governments lead the process of establishing national platforms as well as
fostering partnerships with already-established ISDR national platforms through mutual
support in disaster reduction initiatives.
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• Facilitate the creation of enabling environments:  created enabling environments

consisting of national policy, legislation, strategy, institutional frameworks, human
capacity and financial resources through advocacy, technical support, information-
sharing and knowledge exchange.

• Increased awareness of disaster risks: Dissemination of information, production of
newsletters with inputs from partners and practitioners, information kits and
educational materials, and in-depth analysis of disaster impact on socio-economic
development to a wide African audience.

• Encouraged consultations and collaboration: Through facilitating venues and multi-
level and multidimensional consultations on specific subjects related to disaster
reduction through formal and informal meetings at national, sub-regional and
continental levels being achieved and new elements for sub-regional strategies to
reduce risk enhanced.

• Addressed gender concerns in disaster reduction.
• Advocated the linkages between disaster reduction and poverty eradication towards

the Millennium Development Goals: In-depth studies in poor areas in Africa and
developed guidelines on how to link disaster reduction with poverty eradication,
based on the insight gained in the planned in-depth studies initiated.   

ISDR outreach programme for Latin America and the Caribbean  

Over the past 6 months, UN/ISDR LAC has been strengthening its collaboration with
various regional and subregional organizations in order to implement ISDR more
effectively in the region. The fields/topics in which ISDR has been the most active over
the past months are early warning, urban risk reduction, public awareness and education.

Latin America and the Caribbean is exposed to an accelerating rate to catastrophes caused
by disasters with 150 million people, or one in three inhabitants of the region, at risk.
Reducing the vulnerability of Latin America and the Caribbean to the threat of disasters
merits a priority investment in the region.

Among the social, economic and governance factors that increase the vulnerability of
Latin America and the Caribbean, the main factor is the development standard including
poverty, accelerated demographic growth; the concentration of the population in high-risk
areas; socioeconomic exclusion, environmental degradation,  and inadequate
infrastructure, housing and services.
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Achievements and impacts

Achievements

• June 2003, UN/ISDR with GTZ, ACS (Association for Caribbean States) UNDP,
CDERA, CEPREDENAC and CONRED, the Hemispheric Meeting on Early
Warning as a preparatory activity leading to the EWC-II.

• July 2003, the UN/ISDR co-sponsored an international workshop entitled "Hospitals
in Disasters: Handle with Care", organized by PAHO, WHO, the World Bank,
DFID, OFDA, and GTZ in El Salvador.

• August 2003, ISDR co-sponsored a meeting on "Disaster Management in Brazil, in
collaboration with the Civil defense institutions and several international organizations. 

• In the field of risk reduction in cities, ISDR has been active with several partners, in
particular with Habitat and UNESCO. In May 2003, UNESCO, in collaboration with
UN/ISDR launched the "CCT Initiative for Safer Cities", building on the experiences
of the 1997-1999 RADIUS project. The launching workshops in both Antofagasta and
Tijuana, included training sessions targeted for local authorities in charge of city
planning on the application of RADIUS risk assessment tools and methodologies for
sound urban planning.

• In the field of public awareness, ISDR has been involved in the production of a series of
flexible public information tools. The Radio Drama "Times of Hurricanes" (produced
in 2002) continues to be very successful in many Latin American countries and has
been broadcast already by more than 100 radio stations in the region.   

• A new radio series "Replicas en el Corazon" (Tremors in My Heart) includes three
stories on topics related to earthquakes, landslides, volcanic eruptions, land use planning
and proactive risk management in general. Replicas en el Corazon was officially
launched in Nicaragua, in October, in collaboration with the Nicaraguan ISDR
National Platform and CEPREDENAC. As an immediate result 25 radio stations in
Nicaragua confirmed their interest in broadcasting the drama. In addition the radio
network AMARC, who has more than 100 members in Central America, has expressed
interest in broadcasting the program.

• In the field of education, ISDR has strengthened its collaboration with UNICEF,
UNESCO and other organizations. The Riskland education kit, which was originally
produced in Spanish and English in 2002, has now been translated into Portuguese and
Creole (Haiti). The success of the education kit has been demonstrated over the past
months by the multitude of requests emanating from all over the region and outside as
well.  ISDR has strengthened its collaboration with UNESCO and in August,
UNESCO invited ISDR to the workshop on Education for All (with participation
from all the ministries on education from Central America) to make a presentation on
the importance of including risk reduction as a cross-cutting topic into school curricula.
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Impacts

• Significantly advanced early warning agenda in the region.
• Increased knowledge and awareness of applied good practices with national

planning authorities in the region in the field of risk reduction in cities.
• Encouraged consultations and collaborations on emergency health care in the case

of a disaster.
• Significant contributions in the area of public awareness of topics related to

earthquakes, landslides, volcanic eruptions, land use planning and proactive risk
management in general.

• Contributions in informal and formal childhood educational programmes for risk
reduction.

ISDR outreach programme for Asia

In order to establish a common vision and goals with regional partners, UN/ISDR
took steps to set the basis for concrete initiatives and consolidating support for disaster
reduction commitment and resources in Asia. In agreement with key partners (ADPC,
ADRC and UNDP,) it was felt that a strategic partnership is the way to build a
stronger basis to promote disaster reduction Asia and develop sound conditions for a
regional programme in the future. More resources need be sought and programmed
for further strengthening the information sharing and policy development components
of the programme in Asia, and to support national platforms, through the partners in
the region (ADPC, ADRC, UNDP, ESCAP), as well as coordination among
initiatives.

Achievements

• Disaster Reduction in Asia - ISDR Informs "Issue 0" launched in November
2003, with contributions from the main partners: ADRC, ADPC, ESCAP and
UNDP.

• Collaboration between ADPC-ADRC augmented within the ISDR context.
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Achievements and impacts

Impacts

• With a relatively low resource input from the ISDR Secretariat to support coordination and
advocacy efforts with regional partners in Asia, achievements have been recognized by the
partners.

• A strategic partnership between UN/ISDR, ADRC, ADPC, ESCAP and UNDP/BCPR
has been established.

ISDR outreach programme for the South Pacific

In 2003 UN/ISDR has continued to support a community risk reduction strategy for the benefit
of Pacific Island countries in collaboration with SOPAC and others and seeking support from
Australia and New Zealand, strengthening ISDR partnerships in the region leading to increased
commitment advances towards the establishment of an ISDR outpost in the Pacific.

Achievements

• Successful conference held:  Co-sponsoring of South Pacific regional conference
Communities at Risk, part of the Yokohama Strategy review process (May, Fiji). 

• Donor relations strengthened: Australia, NZ, European Union (Fiji regional office).
Interest by the Government of Australia to fund the coordination of South Pacific input in
review process through SOPAC

Impact

• Consensus on regional process to prepare input for the Yokohama review and national
preparation for the second World Conference (January 2005) at highest level
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ISDR outreach programme for Europe

Europe and Mediterranean constitute a special region in which a critical mass of knowledge
and resource exists to develop serious disaster reduction programmes. As such it should be
dealt with focusing on its particular requirements. However synergy with other regional
programmes is sought, especially from Latin Amercia and the Caribbean. The overall goal is
to augment ISDR regional outreach in Europe, bringing UN/ISDR services and support
closer to vulnerable communities and promote North-South and West-East cooperation.

Achievements

• Euro-Mediterranean Forum on Disaster Reduction was successfully held and produced
a policy declaration, which sets the stage for further progress in disaster reduction in
Europe, in particular in the area of education.


