Global Partnership of 

Universities, Academic Institutions and Research Organizations for Disaster Risk Reduction under 

GFDRR/ISDR 

9 am – 5 pm, December 13, 2006 

Video Conference from 9 am - 1 pm in A314 International Environment House 1

Post lunch : MIE 2 meeting room Rhone and Tessin, International Environment House 2, 

7-9 Chemin de Balexert, CH 1219 Chatelaine, Geneva 10
The overarching goals of Hyogo Framework of Action, effective integration of disaster risk considerations into sustainable development policies, planning and programming, and strengthening institutions, mechanisms and capacities at all levels, can be achieved by concerted collaboration at the global level. To reinforce the efforts of individual organizations, institutions in knowledge generation, dissemination and implementation and to provide a platform for sustained cooperation in research, innovation and education ISDR with support from Global Facility for Disaster Reduction and Recovery initiates a Partnership among universities, academic institutions, and research organizations at a global scale.

The first meeting of the initiative takes place in December 13, 2006 in Geneva. Representatives from universities and research centers of developing and developed countries, international organizations and agencies will explore the potentials of a global partnership among universities, the expected mutual benefits (networking opportunities, access to faculties and programs of other universities), the modalities of collaboration (twinning arrangements), the areas of joint activities (research, curriculum development), and the schemes for sustainability (membership arrangements). Indicators to monitor and measure the output and impact of the initiative will also be discussed.

The partnership or consortium of universities and research centers should provide a global support system for individual members through excess to information, data, programs, technical assistance and advisory services. It also should contribute to improved capacity of members to offer high quality professional education in disaster risk management based on standards commonly accepted. The joint research activities, publications, faculty and student exchange programs could be the specific modalities of collaboration. 

The first part of the meeting will review existing university networks and consortia, such as CUREE, PHEE-WAY, AURAN, METU-Madras-Kyoto, UNU, ICSU, and Swiss Federal Institute of Snow and Avalanche Research. The presentations will give a short description of the collaboration (objective, members, activities), benefits, challenges, and views on possible scaling up. The second part of the meeting will be devoted to discussion of the new initiative along the following lines: objectives, members, benefits, areas of collaboration, governance structure, finance, activities and required actions (for each topic could be allocated 20 minutes). It is expected that by the end of the day the participants agree on a viable scheme, timeframe of preparatory work, and a short and medium term activity summary.
