Building a “Global Media Network for Disaster Risk Reduction”
Preliminary Consultative Meeting

15-16 January 2007
Geneva, Switzerland


Background & Context

As part of its advocacy and awareness-raising roles, the UN/ISDR secretariat attaches a great importance to increase media contribution to disaster risk reduction. The UN/ISDR secretariat believes that closer working relations between disaster managers/experts and media operatives help conveying disaster risk reduction messages better to communities and policy/decision makers.  

In this context, the UN/ISDR secretariat is initiating the process of developing a “Global Media Network for Disaster Risk Reduction” (DRR) to promote a new approach to disaster reporting worldwide; a new approach that reflects and contributes to the ongoing shift of paradigm from disaster response to disaster risk reduction. 

To explore ways and means to establish, promote and sustain the proposed Global Media Network for DRR, and to build potential members’ leadership and ownership of the Network, the UN/ISDR secretariat will hold a “preliminary consultative meeting” with a small group of journalists and UN communication/information officers who have demonstrated a strong interest in and support to the initiative.

Objectives of the Meeting

Based on the draft Concept Note and Background Paper prepared by the UN/ISDR secretariat, and building on consultations held previously with the participants, the meeting aims to stimulate discussions on the following points:

· What would be the purpose, added value, status, mission, duties, activities and membership of the proposed “Global Media Network for DRR”?

· How to establish, promote and sustain the Network?

· How can the participants in the Preliminary Consultative Meeting contribute to the whole process?  

Expected Outputs

It is expected that the participants provide substantive comments, observations and suggestions to the Global Media Network concept, develop a shared understanding of and commitment to the concept, and agree on the next steps to be taken.

Date & Venue

The Preliminary Consultative Meeting will take place on 15 and 16 January 2007 in Geneva at the following venue: International Environment House II (IEH II), Chemin de Balexert 7-9, CH-1219 Geneva, Switzerland. 

If you are not familiar with Geneva, below are directions to reach IEH II:  

By taxi from all locations: Ask the driver to drive you to Maison internationale de l'Environnment II, Chemin de Balexert 7-9, Châtelaine (the cost can range from 15 to 30 Swiss francs); 
From Hotel Savoy (Place Cornavin 8 - 1201 Geneva): Take Bus 6 or 19 to "Châtelaine-Ecole", turn right at the corner onto Avenue du Pailly, and walk two blocks; 
From the airport: A taxi is probably the best option, but you may also take Bus 10 to Balexert Shopping Centre ("Pailly Stop") and walk a few blocks south along Avenue du Pailly. 

Meeting Language: The meeting will be held in English.
Travel & Accommodation Expenses

The UN/ISDR Secretariat will cover the cost of a return air ticket from your country of residence to Geneva, as well a DSA (Daily Subsistence Allowance) at the official UN rate for the duration of the meeting if needed.

For this please copy Brigitte Leoni (leonib@un.org) and contact Sam Hammond (hammonds@un.org). 
Preparatory Requirements

Each participant is required to review the “Global Media Network” Concept Note prepared by the UN/ISDR Secretariat and come with comments, ideas and suggestions. This will allow for efficient use of time, and will contribute to stimulating lively and productive discussions.
