SPEAKING POINTS
UNEP
Delivered by Zehra Aydin

Senior Programme Officer, UNEP-NY
10 October 2006
Thank you. Mr. Co-chairperson, Ladies and Gentlemen, UNEP appreciates the opportunity to contribute to this discussion. 
Since the World Conference on Disaster Reduction, significant advances have been made in bringing environmental opportunities to the attention of the International Strategy for Disaster Reduction and the United Nation’s work on Humanitarian Response and Recovery.

· Progress has been made in promoting an environmental agenda for post disaster recovery in the countries affected by the Indian Ocean Tsunami and the South Asia Earthquake. 

· In the Maldives UNEP cleared over 17 tons of hazardous debris from 89 of the most heavily impacted islands

· In Indonesia UNEP has fostered over 47,000 mangrove seedlings to protect vital ecosystem services

· In Sri Lanka UNEP has supported an island wide program of environmental impact assessments

· UNEP has also advanced an environmental agenda for disaster risk reduction. In all three of these countries, UNEP has directly supported efforts to identify risk and vulnerability suing standard environmental assessment tools

UNEP is committed to support Disaster Risk Reduction because environmental degradation -- whether “creeping change” or acute emergencies-- puts communities at risk. As we saw in the video earlier, better environmental management is at the heart of risk reduction. 

Protection of vital ecosystem services is fundamental in reducing underlying risk factors and strengthening community resilience. Protecting these services is increasingly imperative as we adapt to a changing climate. Global warming caused by the release of greenhouse gases into the atmosphere is scientific fact. On average, air temperatures in the Himalayas are 1 degree centigrade higher now than in the 1970s. This has accelerated the melting of glaciers. In 2002, scientists from UNEP and the International Centre for Integrated Mountain Development (ICIMOD) have found at least 44 glacial lakes that are filling so rapidly that they could burst their banks in as little as five years. …..….. Even the noble efforts to reduce disaster risk and support post-disaster recovery can leave an ecological footprint that can be reduced with advance planning. 

· Our cooperation with the ISDR System is the vehicle for UNEP’s support to achieving the goals of disaster risk reduction 

· We continue to host the ISDR Regional Office for Africa and advocate for stronger involvement in highly vulnerable areas such as the Greater horn of Africa. 

· We will continue to strengthen our support to the Environment and Disaster Working Group so that members of the Global Platform, in our sister UN agencies, in national governments, in non governmental organizations and in the private sector are more aware of and better able to address environmental dimensions of disasters.

· We will continue to support Early Recovery efforts in affected countries where we will work towards a recovery that is both environmentally sound and reduces vulnerability to future disasters. 

Mr. Co-chairperson, UNEP recommends that the ISDR system:

· Promotes environmentally informed approaches to disaster risk reduction drawing on good practices in environmental management and utilizing the applicable policies, mechanisms and instruments such as Integrated Coastal Zone Management, Environmental Impact assessments and Strategic Environmental Assessments
· UNEP also recommends that the ISDR system recognizes environmental change in the design of risk and vulnerability assessments. If our characterizations of risk do not acknowledge the role of land cover change and climate change, we risk creating a false sense of security and undermining our objectives

· Most importantly, UNEP recommends strengthened political commitment, and encourages the international community to maintain and enforce their own environmental policies as well as those of the countries in which they work. 
In short, sir, UNEP strongly recommends deeper commitment of the international community to environment in the work of the ISDR system. 
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