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International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies
The International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies is a local, and national, and global organisation. With 185 member national societies, we are present in the most disaster-prone countries in the world. They work as auxiliaries to their governments, supplementing and complementing them, but working independently.

Our member societies, with their staff and volunteers, respond to emergencies on a daily basis. They range from large-scale, dramatic tsunamis, earthquakes and typhoons, to small-scale events that most of us will never hear about, but that constitute a daily reality for exposed communities around the globe. Our members witness how these emergencies perpetuate poverty and erode the livelihoods among the most vulnerable communities among us.
It is this experience that motivates the Red Cross and Red Crescent to commit itself to the goal to help reduce the number of deaths, injuries and the material losses caused by natural disasters. This is part of our global agenda. The key strategies to achieve these goals are to scale up our own actions by better harnessing our own resources, and to seek partnerships and alliances with other actors.

Our contributions to these partnerships are the identification and mapping of risks and hazards among and by local communities, raising awareness and educating children, and to establish the preparedness that enable the local Red Cross and Red Crescent to respond effectively to disaster, and - if needed - to mobilize international support to deal with disasters that overwhelm local capacity.
With the challenges ahead of us, and the magnitude of the threats against exposed communities across the world, we cannot afford to waste our resources through uncoordinated and fragmented action. We must have a coherent system, and build on the momentum and insight that we have seen increasingly during the past 18 months, since the tsunami and the World Conference on Disaster Reduction in Kobe. This is what the ISDR system offers.
