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PRESS RELEASE

Dhaka, 11 0ctober 2006

Islamic Relief Bangladesh organized Day Observance to commemorate the International Disaster Reduction Day, 11 October 2006. In marking the day, IRB organizes mass rally, essay competition, public discussion, and seminar. These series of activities organized in four different locations; Sylhet City, Sunamganj Sadar, Derai Upazila, and Dhaka.

In Sylhet alone, no less than 1,500 students, 500 teachers and 1,000 community members are involved in the activities. “We involve students and teachers in this event as this year’s theme is “Disaster Risk Reduction begins at school.” Students and teachers are two powerful agents who can disseminate messages to larger community. Thus, introducing disaster preparedness to students is an important investment as it provides pathway for a new generation which is far more aware of disaster-preparedness ,” said Surya Aslim of Islamic Relief Bangladesh.

The rally in Sylhet was joined by the Mayor of Sylhet City, Mr. Badar Uddin Ahmed Kamran, since its start until the end. The mayor expressed his happiness to Islamic Relief for “raising awareness on the importance of this International Disaster Reduction Day as well as disaster risk reduction initiaves in general.” Mr. Kamran also expressed his gratitude to the all the students and teacher who have enthusiastically joined in the rally. 

Meanwhile, Islamic Relief, in cooperation with Centre for Disaster Research, Training, and Management of Dhaka University, organizes a one-day seminar on Disaster Preparedness. The seminar made a strong call on the importance of more involvement of educational institutions in disseminating preparedness messages. In his presentation at the seminar, Nurul Amin Bagmer, Programme Manager of Emergency and Disaster Preparedness Programme of Islamic Relief Bangladesh, reiterated the need for “a greater role of schools as an important actor of disaster preparedness. What are taught to students today, will be preserved in their memory for several years to come. You cannot imagine how influential it will be if disaster risk reduction messages can be instilled successfully to students.” 

Islamic Relief plans to organize three more day observance activities until May 2007. Each day observance will feature variety of activities, ranging from mock drill, video show, distribution of first aid kits, painting competition, display of popular theatre, and drum-beating.

Islamic Relief itself has been working with various schools and vulnerable community in Sylhet and Sunamganj district in a flood and earthquake preparedness project. This project is funded by European Commission’s Humanitarian Aid Office (ECHO), started in since January 2006 and will span until May 2007.
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