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Press Release

International Day for Disaster Reduction, 2006

“Disaster Preparedness Begins at School”

The DIPECHO partners in Bangladesh have come together to observe the International Day for Disaster Reduction on October 11th, 2006. 

The DIPECHO coordination group in Bangladesh consists of five partners, ActionAid Bangladesh, Concern Universal, Handicap International, Islamic Relief and Oxfam GB, which are currently operating disaster preparedness programs in several regions of Bangladesh, with activities specifically targeted at schools with the financial assistance of the European Commission Directorate General for Humanitarian Aid. These projects aim to increase the level of awareness and the response capacities of local communities to potential and frequent natural disasters, and to reduce the effects of these disasters on the most vulnerable groups. 
On this day, there will be a display with information, education and communication (IEC) materials, a photo-gallery, projection of video material and cultural events regarding the current implementation of the projects on Disaster Preparedness, funded by the Third DIPECHO Action Plan for South Asia.

The implementations of the projects by the DIPECHO partners are raising the disaster awareness and response capacity of communities, local government authorities, and other relevant stakeholders. As Bangladesh suffers from a high risk of several forms of natural disaster, the projects are taking a “multi-disaster approach” by addressing a range of phenomena including flood, river-erosion, cyclone, earthquake and drought.

Disaster Preparedness should be readily available to all teachers and children in both formal and non-formal education. When natural hazard strikes, children are among the most vulnerable groups, especially those attending the school. It is also common to have schools-cum-shelters. In order to decrease the negative impact of natural disasters, and to raise the disaster awareness of the population efforts have to be placed in school safety, capacity building of teachers in Disaster Preparedness issues, and emphasize Disaster Preparedness in school curricula.

The event will take place in LGED-RDEC Bhaban, level 12, Agargaon Road, Shere-e-Bangla Nagar, between 2.30pm and 5pm, and it follows the Seminar promoted by the Disaster Management Bureau. 

DIPECHO partners in Bangladesh:

ActionAid Bangladesh

Handicap International

Oxfam GB

Islamic Relief

Concern Universal
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For further details on this Press Release contact:

DIPECHO@actionaid-bd.org










