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People Centred Early Warning 

Getting prepared

Every year, natural disasters affect 
more than 200 million people around 
the world leading to loss of human 
life, destruction of social and 
economic infrastructure and 
degradation of fragile eco-
systems. These disasters have 
caused a massive loss of life and 
negative long-term social, economic and environmental 
consequences. Vulnerable societies have been deeply 
affected by these disasters throughout the world, in 
particular in developing countries with less coping capacity 
other than traditional means. The threats of disaster 
triggered by natural hazards to these states pose a serious 
obstacle to the achievement of the Millennium 
Development Goals. 

The International Early Warning Programme (IEWP) 
advocates that the four key elements of people-centred 
early warning should be duly reflected in the international 
agenda and dialogue on early warning. 

The four elements are:

ü Risk knowledge, that is, prior knowledge of the risks
  

ü Monitoring and warning service; 

ü Communications and dissemination of understandable

ü Response capability and preparedness to act by those
 

These elements are of cross-cutting nature, and will be 
reflected in all of the activities of the IEWP. 

faced by communities; 

warnings to those at risk; and

threatened.



Global Early Warning System

Building foresight

In 2005, at the request of the United Nations Secretary-
General, a global survey of early warning systems was 
undertaken with a view to advancing the development of a 
global early warning system for all natural hazards. 

The survey report concluded that while some warning 
systems are well advanced, there are numerous gaps and 
shortcomings, especially in developing countries and in 
terms of effectively reaching and serving the needs of those 
at risk. 

The survey report recommended establishment of a 
globally comprehensive early warning system, rooted in 
existing early warning systems and capacities. It also 
recommended a set of specific actions toward building 
national people-centred early warning systems, filling in the 
main gaps in global early warning capacities, strengthening 
the scientific and data foundations for early warning, and 
developing the institutional foundations for the global early 
warning system.

A global early warning system will require long-term 
sustained action by diverse players and a strong political 
commitment to engender public action and to make early 
warning a core task of national policy and disaster risk 
reduction strategy.

Strong international support and coordination with clear 
roles and responsibilities, and wide participation of non-
governmental organisations, private sector and regional 
organizations are required to achieve a global system. 

Tooling up
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Preventing pressure

International Early Warning 
Programme (IEWP) The International Early Warning Programme (IEWP), with 

the secretariat support of the Platform for the Promotion of 
Early Warning, is set within the ISDR system. 

The IEWP is dedicated to reducing the impact of disasters 
through effective people-centred early warning systems. 
The importance of people-centred and technically sound 
early warning systems was reiterated by recent UN General 
Assembly resolutions, the recommendations of the Global 
Survey and the outcome of the EWC III.

The IEWP aims to improve resilience of people to all types 
of natural hazards including droughts, wildfires, floods, 
tropical cyclones, landslides, volcanic eruptions, tsunamis 
and epidemics, and to reduce their negative impact on 
human lives and livelihoods. 

IEWP and its areas of work was suggested at the Second 
International Conference on Early Warning (EWC II), 2003 
and was formally launched at the World Conference on 
Disaster Reduction in 2005 in Kobe, Japan. 

Beneficiaries of the IEWP include governments and 
national disaster reduction platforms, the UN system, inter-
governmental and regional organizations, scientific and 
academic institutions and civil society (NGOs, CBOs, 
private sectors).  
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