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Geneva, 11 March 2003 
 
 

INTERNATIONAL STRATEGY FOR DISASTER REDUCTION (ISDR) 
 

INTER-AGENCY TASK FORCE ON DISASTER REDUCTION  
  

Working Group 3: Quantification of risk, vulnerability and impact of disasters  
 
 

A. Background:  
 
The ISDR Inter-Agency Task Force on Disaster Reduction has established four working groups to 
follow up on the initiatives developed during the International Decade for Natural Disaster Reduction 
(IDNDR). 
 
Working Group three (WG3) has as main objective to advance knowledge on the development and 
application of data and tools for risk/vulnerability assessment and reduction. 
 
WG3 agreed to focus its work on three main activities:  
 
1. The exchange of information on on-going activities for data gathering and for the development of 

indicators and indexes for global risks and vulnerability assessment;  
 
2. The review of practices on the application of risk-vulnerability-impact assessment tools at the 

local level; 
 
3. The harmonisation of criteria for the development of a risk-vulnerability index compatible with 

other indexes currently applied on the social and economic development context. 
 
UN-HABITAT, through its Disaster Management Programme, in collaboration with UNDP has 
taken the lead in the development of a programme of activities for the second activity. Producing the 
following results:  
 
1. A “Register” of tools and practices for risk-vulnerability-impact assessment at national and local 

level.  
 
2. A critical “Review” of tools and practices for risk-vulnerability-impact assessment, as well as of 

their follow up in the development and application of risk-vulnerability-impact reduction plans 
and strategies.   
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3. A set of “Criteria-Guidelines for the development of best practice” on the design and application 
of risk-vulnerability-impact assessment tools and reduction plans, and their dissemination to 
practitioners at the national and local levels. 

 
4. A “Network and referral facility” of practitioners and institutions active in the area of risk-

vulnerability-impact assessment and reduction. 
 
WG3 agreed on a work plan for implementation in incremental phases:  
 

Phase I; preliminary version of the register.  
 
Phase II: Updated version of “Register” and review of tools and practices.  
 
Phase III: Draft version of “Guidelines” and review by expert group and practitioners 
 
Phase IV: Publication and dissemination of “Guidelines” and updated version of the Register 
and the “Referral Facility” 

 
Phase 1: Report 
 
UN-HABITAT agreed and has initiated execution of activities for the production of the first output: 
the preliminary version of the “Register” of tools and practices. This phase it has been executed using 
secondary information only.  
 
The preliminary list of practitioners, organisations and experts involved in the production, application 
or assessment of such tools1, was compiled by UN-HABITAT and canvassed in a series of 
telephone and e-mail exchanges either to send electronic copies of data and reference material, or to 
express their interest in using the registry.  The objective would be to develop a preliminary 
'taxonomy' for tools, data and best practices; which would be further developed as itself a tool for 
both members of the WG's and external users. 
 
The resulting response was limited with only 18% (or 20 responses) out of two mailings to over 112 
organisations and experts very well selected. A high percentage of the responses showed the interest 
not sending any concrete material.  
 

                                                 
1 See Attachment 1: List of organisations canvassed for inputs to registry 

It is clear that a passive approach to collection of data/reference materiel has not been as successful as 
initially planned, and a more active pursuit of input is required. 
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Given the initial objective, it is clear from participants even within WG3 that there are numerous un-
collated experiences and information in the development and application of risk-vulnerability-impact 
assessment tools at the local and national level. Given their relative isolation, there has consequently 
been a limited increase in knowledge, or in the further development and improvement of these tools. 

 
Experience has also shown that these tools, applied at the local level, have to be responsive to local 
needs and have a direct impact on the local decision making processes to prove useful. Therefore, they 
have to be developed with a clear understanding of the issues and decision-making processes that take 
place at the local level, and subsequent action planning. 
 
The objective of this proposal is to promote the application of improved practices for risk-vulnerability-
impact assessment at the local and national level, as well as their follow up with the formulation and 
application of risk-vulnerability reduction action plans. This will be achieved through the systematic 
identification and review of existing applications and the dissemination of improved practices. 
 
As a result we expect: 
 

• An inventory of tools and practices for risk-vulnerability-impact assessment at the national and 
local level from the members of the WG3. The objective is to know about the material inside 
WG3, and to use this information as the basis for a preliminary taxonomy for organising the 
Register. 

 
• A global interactive register of tools and practices for risk-vulnerability-impact assessment at 

the national and local level. The Register will be continuously updated and expanded. 
 

• A critical review of tools and practices for risk-vulnerability-impact assessment, as well as of 
their follow up in the development and application of risk-vulnerability-impact reduction plans 
and strategies.   

 
• A set of criteria-guidelines for the development of best practice on the design and application of 

risk-vulnerability-impact assessment tools and reduction plans, and their dissemination to 
practitioners at the national and local levels. 

 
• A network and referral facility of practitioners and institutions active in the area of risk-

vulnerability-impact assessment and reduction. 
 
 
PROPOSAL 

 
Phase I: Organisation of a workshop to be held in Geneva for the presentation and exchange of tools 
and best practices among the members of the working group. At the same time the presentation of the 
first version of the “Register” and review by WG3. 
 

• Proposed date: June 2003 
• Inputs:  US$20,000 In-kind UN-HABITAT/UNEP for the register 

US$30,000 for the workshop organised by UN-HABITAT 
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Phase II: Updated version of “Register” and review of tools and practices. Presentation of WG3 data 
and define criteria for formulation of the “Guidelines”. Presentation of the inventory of tools and best 
practices among the members: 
 

• Completion date: September 2003 
• Inputs:  From project budget 

 
Phase III: Draft version of “Guidelines” and review by expert group and practitioners 
 

• Completion date: December 2003 
• Inputs:  From project budget 

 
Phase IV: Publication and dissemination of “Guidelines” and updated version of the Register and the 
“Referral Facility” 
 

• Completion date: March 2004 
• Inputs:  From project budget 

 
All the activities will be executed in continuous consultation with the core group of experts from various 
regions and disciplines related to disaster management. 
 
 
INPUTS-BUDGET 
 
Period:  March – June 2003: 
 
  US$ 20,000 – In-kind contribution by UN-HABITAT/UNEP 
  US$ 30,000 – To be secured 
 
Period:  June – March 2003/2004 (10 months): 
 
 Personnel 

• International expert (6 w/m L4 level):  US$37,500 
• International consultant (8 w/m L3 level):  US$40,000 
• Support staff (10 w/m):    US$10,000 
• Regional consultants (10 w/m L3 level):  US$50,000 

 
Workshops 

• Expert group meeting:    US$25,000 
 

Miscellaneous  
• Publications      US$12,000 
• Communications     US$  4,000 
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Support costs 
• Support costs:      US$19,050 
 
TOTAL:       US$196,350 
 
 
 
 

 
ATTACHMENT 1 

 
List Of Organisations Canvassed for Input to Registry 

 
African Union Www.africa-union.org  
Alternativas para el Desarrollo Manuelarguello@yahoo.com  
Annelis Heijmans Bbxah@yahoo.com  
Asian Disaster Management News Adpc@ait.ac.th   
Asian Disaster Preparedness Centre "Brian Ward"  Www.adpc.ait.ac.th 
Asian Disaster Preparedness Centre (ADPC)  
Mr. A.J. Rego 

Ajrego@ait.ac.th 

Asian Disaster Reduction Center Www.adrc.jp 
Asian Disaster Reduction Center, (ADRC),  
Mr. Satoru Nishikawa 

Nishikawa@adrc.or.jp 

Asian Institute of Technology Kamal@ait.ac.th 
Asian Institute of Technology Davholl@ait.ac.th 
Carlos Villacis  Villacis@pangea.stanford.edu  
Center for Research on the Epidemiology of Disasters (CRED), 
Ms.Debarati Guha-Sapir 

Sapir@epid.ucl.ac.be 

Center for Studies on Diseases and Natural Risks, Colombia, 
Mr. Omar Cardona 

Ocardona@uniandes.edu.co  

Centro Cesam@datamarkets.com.ar  
Centro de Investigaciones - Ciudad ---Rodrigo Barreto.  Rodrigo@ciudad.ecuanex.net.ec  
CEPREDENAC Secretaria@cepredenac.org  
CEPREDENAC Dasmithw@cepredenac.org  
Christine Wamsler Wamsler_christine@hotmail.com  
CIESAS Http://www.ciesas.edu.mx  
CIUDAD Rodrigo@ciudad.ecuanex.net.ec  
Colorado University Hazctr@colorado.edu 
Conservation and Ecology Questions@consecol.org 
Corine Frischknecht  Corine.Frischknecht@terre.unige.ch  
David Sanderson Sanderson@uk.care.org  
Dr. David S. Bowles  Bowles@cache.net  
ECLAC/CEPAL Ricardo Zapata 
EQUILIBRIO 

rzapata@un.org.mx 
Othonzev@uio.salnet.net  

European Commission Joint Research Center (EC/JRC), Ms. 
Ana Lisa Vetere 

Ana.vetere@jrc.it  
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Federacion Internacional Cruz Roja Crid@crid.or.cr    
Federacion Internacional Cruz Roja Webmaster@crid.or.cr  
Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO),   
Foro Ciudades para la Vida Postmast@ciudad.org.pe  
Fundacion Desarrollo Ciencia y Tecnologia Fudecit@es.com.sv  
Global Fire Monitoring Center Www.gfmc.org  
GTZ – FEMID Wstiebens@gold.guate.net  
Ibero-American Association of Civil Defense Dcc@multiphone.net.co  
International Council of Scientific Unions Www.icsu.org  
International Federation of the Red Cross (IFRC),  
Ms. Eva von Oelreich 

Eva.vonOelreich@ifrc.org  

International Institute for Sustainable Development (IISD) Mr. 
Mark Halle 

Mhalle@ictsd.ch  

International Research Institute for Climate Prediction,(IRI) Mr. 
Maxx Dilley 

Mdilley@iri.columbia.edu  

ITDG Http://www.itdg.org.pe  
Juan Carlos Villagran  Jcv_conred@hotmail.com  
Juergen Weichselgartner Jw@giub.uni-bonn.de 
Kyoto University Jimu@drs.dpri.kyoto-u.ac.jp 
LA RED Estudios Sociales en Prevención de Desastres en 
América Latina  

Www.desenredando.com 

LA RED, Panama, Mr. Fernando Ramirez Clorito@andinet.com 
Le Conseil des EPF Drm@ethrat.ch  
Maria del Carmen Solana c.solana@ucl.ac.uk 
Michigan Technological University Raman@mtu.edu 
Movimiento Comunal Nicaraguense Mcn@nicarao.org.ni  
Re-insurance Munich Re., Munich, Germany. Mr. Gerhard Berz Gberz@munichre.com 
National Academy of Sciences (NAS), USA Mr. Robert 
Hamilton 

Bhamilto@nas.edu 

National Society for Earthquake Technology (NSET)Mr. Amod 
Mani Dixit 

Adixit@nset.org.np 

Natural Hazards and Disasters Natural-hazards-
disasters@jiscmail.ac.uk 

NOAA Coastal Service Center Clearinghouse@csc.noaa.gov 
NOAA Russell Jackson  Russell.Jackson@noaa.gov 
Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) Mr. 
Craig Duncan  
Mr. Pablo Recalde 

Duncanc@un.org /recaldep@un.org 

Organization of American States (OAS),  
Mr. Stephen Bender 

Sbender@oas.org 

OSSO, Universidad del Valle Http://osso.univalle.edu.co 
Oxford University Jane.taylor@admin.ox.ac.uk 
Programa Preparativos de Desastres OPS Osoriocl@cor.ops-oms.org  
Programa Preparativos de Desastres OPS Flentgej@cor.ops-oms.org 
Rachel Davidson Radavis@uncc.edu 
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Rebecca Roberts  Rr117@york.ac.uk 
Re-insurance Group MunichRe (Dr.-Ing. Wolfgang Kron) Www.munichre.com 
Roger d'Albine Bellers Vz92@dial.pipex.com 
Rohit Jigyasu  Rohitjigyasu72@yahoo.com 
Secretaria General de FLACSO Http://www.flacso.org 
South Pacific Applied Geoscience Commission Www.sopac.org 
South Pacific Applied Geoscience Commission (SOPAC), Mr. 
Alan Mearns 

Alan@sopac.org.fj 

Standford University Keith@pangea.stanford.edu  
Standford University Gorelick@pangea.stanford.edu  
Susan L. Cutter Scutter@sc,edu 
Texas University Rrogers@ig.utexas.edu 
The State University or New Jersey Carr@rci.rutgers.edu 
The World Bank, Ms. Margarete  Arnold Marnold@worldbank.org 
The World Comission on Dams Info@dams.org 
U. of Colorado Nat.Hazards Research and Applications 
InfoCenter 

Janet.kroeckel@colorado.edu 

U.S. Federal Emergency Management Agenc (FEMA) Fenn, 
Shawn  

Shawn.Fenn@fema.gov 

United Nations Centre for Regional Development (UNCRD), 
Mr. Kenji Okazaki 

Okazaki@hyogo.uncrd.or.jp 

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization 
(UNESCO), Mr. Soren Malling 

s.malling@unesco.org 

United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP),  
Mr. Norberto Fernandez  
Mr. Ron Witt 

Norberto.fernandez@unep.org  
ron.witt@grid.unep.ch  

United Nations High  Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) Mr. 
Aziz Ahamed 

Ahamed@unhcr.ch 

Universidad Federal de Paraíba/UNCAL Http://www.ufpb.br 
Universite de Geneve Webmaster@unige.ch 
Universite de Geneve Mrm@cmu.unige.ch  
University of Cape Town Helenmac@enviro.uct.ac.za 
University of East Anglia Norwich Odg.gen@uea.ac.uk 
University of East Anglia Norwich  Dev.gen@uea.ac.uk 
University of Geneva (UNIGE) Mr. Jean Jacques Jean-jacques.wagner@terre.unige.ch 
University of Illinois a-ebata@uiuc.edu 
University of London a.little@ioe.ac.uk 
University of Tokyo Webmaster@eri.u-tokyo 
World Agency of Planetary Monitoring and Earthquake Risk 
Reduction (WAPMERR) Mr. Max Wyss 

Author@maxwyss.com 

World Bank  Urbanhelp@worldbank.org 
World Bank  Dmf@worldbank.org  
World Food Programme  (WFP), Mr. Daly Belgasmi Daly.belgasmi@wpf.org 
World Institute for Disaster Risk Management Info@widrm.net   
World Meteorological Organisation Www.wmo.ch 
World Meteorological Organization (WMO),  Llanso.p@gateway.wmo.ch 
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Mr. Paul Llanso 
 


