Experts Meeting to Review the Draft Africa Strategy on Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR)

Participants included African and international experts and development partners in the field of Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR).  The aim of the meeting was to review the draft AU/NEPAD Africa Strategy on DRR, which was developed by AU/NEPAD, with the support of the United Nations International Strategy on Disaster Reduction (UN/ISDR), and the African Development Bank.  The World Bank, the Africa Development Bank, UN/ISDR and the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) provided additional financial support.  

The Experts Meeting was attended by experts from over 15 African countries, Regional Economic Communities (RECs), and specialised organisations working in the field of disaster reduction.  After the presentation of the draft strategy, the discussion focused on the African DRR Strategy both content and structure as well as on the key elements for the development of a  Work Programme based on the Strategy.

The aim of this African Regional strategy on Disaster risk Reduction is to contribute to the attainment of sustainable development and poverty eradication by facilitating the integration of disaster risk reduction into development.

The strategic objectives are: 1) increased political commitment to disaster risk reduction; 2) improved identification and assessment of disaster risks; 3) enhanced knowledge management for disaster risk reduction; 4) increased public awareness of disaster risk reduction; 5) improved governance of disaster risk reduction institutions, and 6) integration of disaster risk reduction in emergency response management

A revised draft with all the inputs from participants will be presented to the 10th meeting of the African ministerial meeting on environment  (AMCEN) and will then be submitted to the AU summit foe adoption in July 2004.

The meeting agreed that the development of the Programme of Work for the Strategy will commence once the Strategy has been approved by the AU.
The African Regional Consultation on Disaster Reduction (DR): A Preparation for the World Conference on Disaster Reduction (WCDR)-2- 3 June 2004, Johannesburg, South Africa.
The Regional Consultation on Disaster Reduction was convened as a joint effort of AU/NEPAD and the UN/ISDR Africa, together with UNDP and ISESCO.
The goal of the African Regional Consultation on Disaster Reduction is to promote regional cooperation and collaboration in disaster reduction, and integration of disaster reduction into development planning, policies and implementation, as part of the African preparatory process for the WCDR. The Specific objectives are to offer:

• A platform to share information and experience in disaster reduction, especially integration of disaster reduction into public policy, promotion of disaster emergency response and disaster reduction at the community level and professional capacity building;

• A forum to evaluate what has been done since the first international conference on disaster reduction held in 1994 in Yokohama, Japan and discuss what should be African’s areas of priority to be considered at the during the WCDR to be held in January 2005, Kobe, Japan;

• An opportunity to discuss measures urgently needed to be taken on integration of disaster reduction into sustainable development planning and programmes,
• a forum to carry out further consultations with participants from all African governments on the draft Regional Strategy for Disaster Risk Reduction and areas of priority so that a regional programme on disaster reduction could be developed.
Key thematic presentations were provided by different institutions in the critical areas linking DRR to: sustainable development in Africa, Good Governance, roles and responsibilities of national and local government in DR, Information/Knowledge exchange/training-Effective tool for DR Capacity Building, Climate change, Urban Risk, Environment protection, Water resource management and the role of Development Banks  
Discussion group were held, with the active participation of african experts and with clear recommendations for the WCDR on the following areas:

· Contingency planning 

· Early warning 
· Disaster risk reduction/ sustainable development and how can we integrate disaster risk reduction into development planning and programmes in Africa?
· Rehabilitation and reconstruction planning and implementation?
· Gender 
· Exchange of information and technology on disaster reduction and how to increase the understanding of disaster risk reduction among the public officials and the public? What would you recommend for action in the World Conference on Disaster Reduction? 

· Role and Responsibilities of national governments, regional organizations, and by international organizations
· How to increase the understanding of the Disaster risk reduction of the public authorities and the public and facilitate the active participation of community level in disaster risk reduction
The meeting made critical recommendations and provided strategic directions with regard to the draft Africa Regional Strategy for Disaster Reduction. The meeting also focused on the implementation of the recommendations and the monitoring responsibilities (AU, RECs, Nat Gov, UN, Major group, International financial and development partners
One the main outcomes of the African Regional Consultation is the Johannesburg recommendations for the 2005 World Conference on Disaster Reduction. 

Second Meeting of the Africa Working Group on Disaster Risk Reduction, Johannesburg, 3 June 2004,  

The meeting was opened with welcoming remarks to participants (Annex I) by Mr. Foday Bojang, Senior Policy Officer, African Union Commission (AUC). Mr. Bojang also chaired that meeting as the AU representative. After the adoption of the agenda, the meeting briefly discussed the successfully outcome of the events of the past two days, namely the Experts’ Meeting to Review the Africa Strategy on Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) on 31 May -1 June 2004 in Johannesburg and the First Consultative Meeting on the World Conference on Disaster Reduction (to be held in January 2005 in Kobe, Japan) on 2-3 June 2004 also in Johannesburg and the way forward. The participants agreed on the ToR and membership of the African Working Group.

Concerning the Programme of work for the Africa Strategy on DRR the group agreed on the following points:

1. The meeting called for the development of Programme of Work in support of the Africa DRR Strategy. UN/ISDR Africa and UNDP BCPR agreed to draft its ToR, including a consultancy agreement and financing requirements, for circulation to the WG for their consideration and commitment to support.

2. The WG agreed that as part of their immediate programme of work, the following activities would be undertaken: 

i. Sensitisation and advocacy on the Africa DRR Strategy and guidelines at regional, sub-regional and national levels, and generate more support to mainstreaming disaster risk reduction into sustainable development planning and practice.

ii. Support the development of a Drought Mitigation Network in Africa, in cooperation with UNDP and its Dryland Center. 

iii. Propose a round table for resource mobilisation in support of the implementation of the DRR Strategy.  

iv. Propose a side event at the WCDR in Kobe in January 2005 to raise awareness on and mobilise resources for the implementation of the Africa DRR Strategy and guidelines.

3. The meeting noted, with concern, that there may be limited African representation at the WCDR in Kobe in January 2004. In this regard, the WG agreed to review further ways of mobilising funds for African experts’ participation to the conference. 

4. The UN/ISDR Geneva representatives agreed to send an information note to all IATF members’ progress of work undertaken by the Africa WG on DRR, based on the minutes of both of its meetings. 

Date of the Next Meeting is 18-19 November 2004 as the dates of the third meeting

