Brief Note

Meeting of the ISDR system thematic cluster on knowledge and education

Tuesday 29-08-2006,  Davos - Forum Room (13h00-14h00). 

Agenda:
1) Brainstorming session on material collected in support of the Bangladesh school curricula mainstreaming efforts;

2) Next events related to education and disaster risk reduction;
Agenda Item 1

Background:

Ministry of Food and Disaster Management (MFDM) in Bangladesh has been called upon the high officials in the Ministry of Education (MoE) to incorporate disaster risk reduction issues into school curriculum.  To undertake this task, Mr. Muhammad Saidur Rahman, Director of the Bangladesh Disaster Preparedness Centre (BDPC) has kindly requested the thematic cluster/platform to share with him disaster risk reduction materials which are appropriate and applicable for incorporation in the textbooks meant for grates V-XII (age group 11-18 years). The deadline to receive information is very tight as the material will have to be completed in Bangladesh by the next 3 months (see e-mail sent to ISDR thematic cluster/platform by Mr. Rouhban Badaoui 11/08/2006).
The Interim Organizing Committee of the thematic cluster/platform on knowledge and education has suggested that a coordinated effort in the collection of the material would be the best approach in order to:

-     provide documents to Saidur in a structured manner;

-     help similar initiatives in other countries by including the  material on the thematic cluster/platform website.

Cluster/Platform members are invited to share the information presented into the format table shared via e-mail (see above e-mail reference) to to Laurette Gosso (l.gosso@unesco.org) that will compile the information/material, copied to Muhammad Saidur Rahman Director (bdpc@glinktel.com) and Paola Albrito (albrito@un.org).

The meeting agreed that Bangladesh’s call for support represents an opportunity for the thematic cluster to start working on one of their main outputs of the work plan: guidelines on “how to” integrate disaster risk reduction into school curricula based on national experiences.

Based on the above the  participants agreed to: 

- Exchange on the issue with their eventual national presence in Bangladesh to support   Saidur’s call;

- Provide feedbacks via e-mail as per suggested format (e-mail 11/08/2006);

- To include in the outcomes of the thematic cluster/platform workplan a guideline on “how to” mainstream disaster risk reduction elements into school curricula based on country examples. 

Agenda Item 2

The participants agreed to build on the first Global Platform meeting (tentative date April/May 2007) to present the thematic cluster/platform activities and the achievements related to the topic. 

Others

It was agreed for the thematic cluster to continue their discussion on their activities and achievements in a meeting to be scheduled on Thursday 31/08/2006 at 12h30.
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