Brief Note

Meeting of the Interim Organising Committee  

Wednesday  27-09-2006, Madrid 
Participants:
Badaoui Rouhban (UNESCO)

Eladio Fernandez-Galiano (Council of Europe)

Marla Petal (Representing ProVention)

Paola Albrito (UN/ISDR)
Agenda:

- Advancing on the development of the ISDR system thematic cluster/platform work plan.
The group discussed the current draft of the work plan with the agreement to:

· update the work plan with the intention of including the following elements:

a) include World Bank suggested activities into the work plan as discussed during  the Davos meeting;

b) the use and/or organisation of a number of regional meetings organised for the Ministries of Education, and/or Educational Boards to stimulate their knowledge and appreciation of the issue of education and disaster risk reduction; advancing  the issue of including disaster risk reduction into school curricula (education campaign objective); implementing school safety initiatives at the national level (education campaign objective). The meetings will serve also as preparation for an International Conference on Education and Disaster Risk Reduction to be held not later than 2008. It was agreed to involve national platform in this process so to stimulate their activity in the subject and their key national role in advancing the agenda of risk reduction;

c) organisation of an international conference on education and disaster risk reduction to be held tentatively in 2008. The conference will allow to exchange on the issue of education and disaster risk reduction by a number of national and regional actors. Ministry of education and educational board will be the main target of the conference. The conference will also involve the media (possible media session at the conference on how can get the media to talk and advocate on disaster risk reduction).  These partners have been considered key to the advancement of disaster risk reduction into the national agenda.

d) identify responsible and core partners within the work plan highlighted activities;

e) eliminate overlapping of elements suggested  by the thematic cluster/platform members for the work plan;

f) try to reflect in the work plan the national dimension and the support based on the list of countries identified by the thematic cluster/platform (see June brief meeting) to focus actions/exchanges;

· the updated version  (action Paola Albrito) of the work plan will be circulated among the Interim Organising Committee for revision and final updates before circulation (in draft format) among the platform and other interested actors;

During the meeting the group agreed/come forward with a number of tasks/activities that they will pursue/develop further:

· Council of Europe, with in the above mentioned activity identified in point b) has agreed to explore the organisation of  a regional meeting that will include Europe and Mediterranean countries. The event will take place most probably in September 2007  (suggested hosting country: Cyprus);

· Risk Red (Marla Petal representing ProVention at the meeting) will be designated together with UNESCO as responsible agencies in the collect of material produced (catalogue) world wide on the issue of education and disaster risk reduction; this initiative will benefit from building on existing material/projects undertaken by other thematic cluster/platform partners (Council of Europe, UN/ISDR, World Bank, COGSS);

· UNESCO will explore the possibilities to include Ministries of Education/Educational Boards in the thematic cluster/platform; Draft the letter to be signed by UNESCO/ISDR to be distributed at the national level to enlarge the platform members to the national figures; draft ToR for future consultant that will develop in a short document guiding suggestions which  advise Ministries of Education or national educational entities on elements for developing national strategies to integrate cluster concerns.;

· UN/ISDR will update the current draft work plan, explore the possibilities of finding a possible senior co-ordinator for the preparation of the international conference; send e-mail to the thematic cluster/platform in order to collect experienced consultant on the issue of education and disaster risk reduction; follow up with Tokyo TDLC on teleconferences events; 
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