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Item 3

Report from the ISDR Secretariat: Focus on preparations for the World Conference on Disaster Reduction
On behalf of my delegation I would like to start with a commitment by my country to contribute to a successful conference on disaster reduction in Hyogo, Kobe, the World Conference Disaster Reduction.

How are we going to achieve the aim of a successful conference as we have only eight months left?

The General Assembly called for two PrepComs to prepare for the Conference.  The first PrepCom will start tomorrow and is planned to highlight procedural and organisational matters.  The second PrepCom is supposed to deal with content.

My Delegation, based on the experience with WSSD and EWCII, is questioning this timetable:

The success of WCDR will not only depend on a smooth well-organised conference, of which we are convinced that the host, the Japanese Government and the Kobe authorities, will do a superb job.

The German Delegation thinks that just as much as Yokohama was a milestone and served for many years as a reference, the Kobe Conference should - besides presenting the results of a the review process done in depth -, also convince not only the participants but even more so those outside who are still sceptical on the benefit of Disaster Reduction.

This can only be achieved through a message with a vision, and accompanied with recommended specific action to be implemented according to a flexible master plan to be elaborated by the Conference process.

ISDR has done a great job so far in preparing, in a very short lapse of time, for the conference.  Their work is really commendable.  After less than a year after its efforts to prepare and run EWCII in 2003 there is now a new challenge of even greater dimension that the Secretariat is not afraid to tackle.

The Secretariat of ISDR which functions also as the Secretariat to the WCDR has drawn up an outline of a mechanism consisting of six core priorities/objectives being translated into action through targets, called voluntary specific targets.

My delegation thinks that this is a valuable attempt to structure the outcome and invite the disaster reduction community to fill in the targets (or DRAWERS as I interpret the targets) which ISDR has created or opened for us to fill in with contents.

The Delegation of Germany took up the invitation and will present 7 items, 7 issues on which the review process may be built around and which could be part of the Kobe vision.  For time reasons I will only read out the headings.  The German Delegation will present them with greater details to the IATF Working Group on Kobe, which will meet this afternoon.

THEMES TO BE TAKEN UP IN THE YOKOHAMA REVIEW PROCESS

Proposal 1:

International Disaster Reduction Regime

Proposal 2:

Good Governance and Disaster Risk Management

Proposal 3:
Economic Efficiency and Impact Monitoring of Disaster Risk Management

Proposal 4:
Enhancing National Platforms within ISDR 

Proposal 5:
Future Risks: Disaster Risk Assessment – Disaster Risk Development

Proposal 6:

International Wildland Fire Regime

Proposal 7:

Enhance Early Warning Systems



(Paper to be prepared by Early Warning Platform)

How do we see the follow up?

Just as the IATF-DR had divided itself into four subgroups to treat selected items of interest and reported to the IATF-DR and given imputs to WSSD and EWCII we are proposing the setting up of thematic expert groups within the IATF Working Group on WCDR. 

The IATF-DR should, supported by the ISDR Secretariats, select topics from our proposal or take up the burning issues presented by the other delegations.  These thematic expert groups would then and around these themes form thematic expert groups filling those DRAWERS previously described.  Just as it was the case to the working groups of the IATF the expert groups on Kobe could invite guests like NGO, scientific institutions to work on a voluntary basis and in a transparent and open manner to enhance the Kobe WCDR preparatory process.

It is evident that if any of our suggestions are taken up by the IATF Working Group on Kobe, that all Partners in Germany are prepared  to sustain the dialogue on this issue until Kobe, if they are asked to do so.  

To make another point very clear: we do not see these 7 suggestions as the German presentation to Kobe.  We really think that these 7 topics should be part of the review process and the Kobe vision.

Following the decision of the IATF Working Group on Kobe on the eventual topics that could be taken up by the thematic expert groups, we would expect the IATF working group on Kobe, or the conference secretariat, to present these activities and the proposed set up to the PrepCom tomorrow.

These groups could meet in Geneva or advance their deliberations and findings through email consultation, and may also meet on the margins of ECOSOC and other events before presenting their results to PrepCom II.

Thank you Mr. Chairman.

