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The  importance of a strong evidence base for guiding policy to reduce risk and   vulnerabilities  to  disasters  and  improve  disaster  response  and preparedness  is  now  widely  recognised. However, progress is still to be achieved  with  regard  to  methodologies  in  assessing losses, as well as exchange and use of existing data for concrete policy development. The need for  national systems to record, summarize and disseminate this information is vital.

This  session  will  inform  on  three ongoing efforts for the provision of quality  data to the international policy community followed by a debate on the  needs  and  demands  of  the  end  users.  The discussion should bring together the development and humanitarian co-operation officers responsible for  taking  decisions  on  priorities  and resources and data analysts and compilers responsible for providing them with necessary evidence.

The session is targets both technical experts on data collection and use as well as policy makers responsible for disaster preparedness and development at both national and international scale.
Programme (to be confirmed)

Opening address 

Improving evidence for natural disaster reduction : ways forward – D. Guha-Sapir (CRED)

Presentation of the EM-DAT International Disaster Database – R. Below (CRED)

Presentation of the RANET project – A. Micko (CIP/OGP/NOAA)

Geo-referencing EM-DAT using geo-spatial datasets and models – P. Peduzzi (CRID/DEWA/UNEP)

Open debate on data needs for international policy

Cloture session
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