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SHORT REPORT OF THE CHAIR

The last meeting of the ISDR-IATF Working Group 3 was held in Geneva on March 10 – 11, 2003. The meeting was hosted by the UNDP Bureau for Crisis Prevention and Recovery (BCPR) and attended by 32 experts from UN organizations and agencies, academic and scientific organizations, NGO’s, regional organizations and networks and others from Africa, the Americas, Asia and Europe.  The Working Group made recommendations to the ISDR-TF7 in its three substantive areas of focus: 

· Improving the Quality, Coverage and Accuracy of Disaster Databases 
(sub-chair:  IRI Columbia University)
· Review of Indicators and Indexing for Risk and Vulnerability Analysis
(sub-chair UNDP) 
· Tools and best Practices for Risk and Vulnerability Analysis at the Local and Urban Levels 
(sub-chair UN-HABITAT).

While there has not been a formal Working Group 3 meeting since March 2003, progress has been made in all the different areas of focus: 

Improving the Quality, Coverage and Accuracy of Disaster Databases

Technical meeting on the GLobal unique disaster IDEntifier number (GLIDE) held on 14-15 July 2003 at the United Nations Palais des Nations, Geneva. 

In its Report to ISDR-TF7 Working Group 3 had endorsed the GLIDE concept, had recommended its global promotion and the retrofitting of national-level databases to include GLIDE. (http://www.unisdr.org/task-force/eng/about_isdr/tf-working-groups3-eng.htm).  Additionally in its Report to ISDR-TF6 Working Group 3 had identified GLIDE as an essential building block in the construction of a global multi-tiered system of disaster reporting.  

Following the March 2003 Working Group 3 meeting the Chair and a number of Working Group 3 members participated in a technical meeting on the GLobal unique disaster IDEntifier number (GLIDE) held on 14-15 July 2003 at the United Nations Palais des Nations, Geneva.  The meeting was organized by the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) ReliefWeb and the Asian Disaster Reduction Center (ADRC). The GLIDE Technical Meeting made recommendations in a number of substantive areas of focus:

GLIDE Generation Scheme

· CRED, after more than one year of experience in issuing GLIDE numbers, indicated the discontinuation of this service due to its own priorities.

· Participants endorsed the necessity of the real-time issuance of GLIDE numbers for information sharing through the development of a multi-user GLIDE number generator.

GLIDE Format 

· The new format for the GLIDE number was accepted whereby two letters will be used to designate the type of hazard that has caused enough damage to be a disaster or is an imminent threat, four digits for the year, six digits for the sequential number, three letters to designate the country using the UN standard code.
· The national governments can decide whether it is necessary to append 3 digits or 3 letters to designate sub national first and second administrative levels.
· WMO would propose a revision of hazard type codes for meteorological disasters.

· It was suggested that tsunami be distinguished from wave surge and snow avalanche from slide.
GLIDE Promotion

· ReliefWeb, on behalf of the GLIDE users present, asked CRED if it would be possible to continue issuing GLIDE numbers for another six months until a new GLIDE generating framework is developed.

· Enrichment of GLIDENUMBER.net was recommended, including the posting of the results of this meeting as well as the reports of all the past GLIDE meetings.
· Participants agreed to make a brochure using the common design to the poster.
Participants recommended that a pilot project be conducted in 2-3 countries to pilot data aggregation and integration methods, from the sub-national to the global level.  A framework for such a project, including resource requirements and a work plan are currently being formulated with a view to identifying potential donors.
Comparison of National and Global Datasets

In its Report to ISDR-TF7 Working Group 3 had recommended to invite an independent academic institution to provide a final overview of the comparative studies on disaster databases carried out by Working Group 3 (see http://www.unisdr.org/unisdr/WG3documents.htm) and the ProVention consortium that could be published in a peer reviewed journal.   

The sub-Chair, Maxx Dilley of IRI, Columbia University is coordinating this overview, which has the following purpose:

· An overview of major and/or illustrative global, regional and national disaster and loss databases and their common elements,

· Explanation and documentation of the importance of disaster and loss data for risk management in the context of sustainable development,

· An authoritative, consensus, statistically validated statement on how disaster and loss event entries compare among public and private databases for a selection of countries, based on a review of previous analyses and additional formal hypothesis testing, including selected new data sources depending on availability (e.g. national-level data for India or Vietnam),

· Conclusions regarding the status of global disaster and loss data and ways to improve it.

And with a view to adding the following value to existing efforts: 

· Disaster and loss events will be the subject of the analysis, as opposed to the databases that contain them,

· Compilation and synthesis of work to date,

· Methodologically rigorous additional analysis using comparative statistics,

· Contextualization of disaster and loss data as a tool for managing disaster risks and promoting sustainable development,

· Interpretation of the review as a guide to database users,

· Identification of priorities for improving global disaster and loss data,

· Publication in a peer-reviewed journal.

Dissemination of Disaster Country Profiles / ISDR-CRED Collaboration

The ISDR Secretariat has been working with the WHO Collaborating Centre for Research on the Epidemiology of Disasters in Brussels (CRED) and other partners to enhance the global database on disaster (EM-DAT), which is an essential tool for assisting policy development in this field. Our current collaboration seeks to assist in making available data both more representative of locally collected information and more useful at the national, regional and international levels. This activity falls under the context of the Working Group 3 on Risk, Vulnerability and Impact Assessment, currently chaired by UNDP, and focuses, amongst other areas, on the issue of assessing and improving disaster data. 

As part the effort to build greater global consistency in the reporting of the occurrence and impact of natural and technological disasters, the ISDR Secretariat has disseminated disaster country profiles prepared by CRED and based in the EM-DAT in Africa, Asia, Europe, Latin America and the Caribbean, along with an specific questionnaire to help to identify national efforts in relation to disaster data collection and registering. 

The dissemination has been carried out through the network of the UN country offices, with the collaboration of the UN Resident Representative/UN Resident Coordinator in the identification of the appropriate recipient of the information in every country, and the logistic support of the ISDR Regional Offices in the case of Africa and LAC. More than 170 disaster country profiles have been sent out during August and September 2003. 

As a result of this exercise, the Secretariat is contributing to improve, refine and validate the disaster data sets registered in the EM-DAT, as well as being able to identify local efforts in collecting disaster data within countries. Substantial responses and revised EM-DAT country data sets have been received from 30 countries belonging to Africa, Europe, Asia and Latin America and the Caribbean, as per the end of September. The information received is being compiled and will be shortly shared with WG3 members and others interested parties.

Review of Indicators and Indexing for Risk and Vulnerability Analysis

The Review of indicators and indexing initiatives presented at the Working Group 3 meeting in March 2003 has been posted on the groups website (http://www.unisdr.org/unisdr/WG3indexreportapril3.doc).

Subsequent to this meeting UNDP and UNEP/GRID have completed work on a global Disaster Risk Index (DRI).  This index measures the relative vulnerability of countries to three key natural hazards (earthquake, tropical cyclone and flood) and identifies development factors that contribute to risk.  The index will be published as the centrepiece of a UNDP publication titled Reducing Disaster Risk:  A Challenge for Development that will be launched in February 2004.  

In the framework of the Inter-American Development Bank, IDB, technical cooperation on "Information and Indicators Program for Disaster Risk Management", the Universidad Nacional de Colombia, Manizales (the Instituto de Estudios Ambientales, IDEA) is carrying out component II: "Disaster Risk and Management Indicators Program" ATN/JF-7907-RG. This "Indicators Program" is developing a sophisticated assessment methodology that will measure key elements of countries' vulnerability to natural hazard events and the performance of different risk management policies and tools.

The purpose of the project is to improve decision-makers' access to appropriate data and methodologies needed to meet the challenges of reducing and managing natural disaster risk in the region. Testing the methodology of indicators will be done in countries of the Americas and includes three phases:

1) the development of a conceptual framework and preliminary definition of risk/vulnerability and performance indicators for disaster risk management;

2) the design of the indicators model and the data/information collection method; 

3) the testing of the indicators methodology in selected countries. In addition, the program will have a regional technical workshop with policy-makers and experts to evaluate the assessment methodology and to disseminate results.  

An Expert Group meeting was hosted in Barcelona in July 2003 with the participation of the Chair of Working Group 3.

It has been agreed in principle that the IADB-IDEA Indicators Project on Disaster Risk Management together with UNDP will co-host the next meeting of Working Group 3 scheduled for March 2004.   This meeting will focus on building further synergies and increasing coordination and collaboration between ongoing work on developing indicators and indexes for disaster risk management.  
Tools and best Practices for Risk and Vulnerability Analysis at the Local and Urban Levels 

Working Group 3 is presently creating an inventory of risk analysis and vulnerability assessment tools particularly for local and urban applications, which can be easily accessed both by UN-ISDR partners and the general public through the Internet.

UN-HABITAT/DMP and UNDP/BCPR in collaboration with the Asia Disaster Preparedness Centre (ADPC) and the Organisation of American States (OAS) have taken the lead in the development of this activity.  The main outputs will be: 

· A "Register" of tools and practices for risk-vulnerability-capacity-impact assessment at national and local level; 

· The register will be geographically structured and according to regionally relevant parameters/thematic areas; 

· Annotated comments, which accompany the register assisting the user with identifying appropriate tools by describing their purpose, the situations they have been applied in, and the decision-making processes they can support will be also incorporated; and finally,   

· A   "Network   and   referral facility” of practitioners and institutions active on the subject.

At present the project is in its first phase, namely the web-site architecture, the intensive collection of tools and information, the development through consultation of criteria and parameters defining best practice, and the organization of the material in an accessible manner.

Resources have recently been secured for this activity from UNDP, UN-HABITAT and the ISDR Secretariat. The project will be completed within one year; the inventory will then be permanently up-dated on-line and selected tools applied in practice.

Future Date Programming

The programme of Working Group 3 in 2004 will be structured around the following activities:

· The completion and publication of the peer-reviewed overview of disaster data.  This will be coordinated by Maxx Dilley, IRI, Columbia University and is scheduled for completion in April 2004.

· A Working Group 3 technical meeting focusing on GLIDE will be held in

April-May 2004 to discuss the multi-user GLIDE generator operation and also GLIDE promotion.
· The finalization of a proposal to pilot and further develop a multi-tiered system of information on disaster occurrence and loss.  This will be coordinated by UNDP together with other Working Group partners and will be ready for presentation in April 2004.   This activity should then be spun-off from the Working Group to become an inter-institutional programme of work under the ISDR.

· The collaborative proposal with Working Group 1 to pilot a comparison and link between climate and disaster databases and its pilot in Chile will be completed.   On the basis of the results further work in this area may be proposed to the IATF. 

· A Working Group 3 meeting focusing on indicators and indexing for disaster risk management will be held in March 2004 and co-hosted by the IADB-IDEA Indicators Project on Disaster Risk Management.   
· The UN-Habitat and UNDP project on Tools and Best Practices for Risk and Vulnerability Analysis at the Local and Urban Levels will be implemented throughout 2004.  This activity should then be spun-off from the Working Group to become an inter-institutional programme of work under the ISDR.

Once the above inter-institutional programmes are under implementation the future requirement for Working Group 3 should be reviewed by the IATF.

