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Recent Developments and Activities

(a)
Inventory of Early Warning Systems:

The development of the global inventory of Early Warning Systems (EWS) has been finalised. The database and the user interface were developed by UNEP’s Division of Early Warning and Assessment in Nairobi (based on the DEWA/Global Environment Fund Environmental Directory). This inventory will help decision makers to find information on existing early warning systems for their specific needs and will also provide an overview and understanding of existing EW systems, helping to avoid future redundancies in system development. The database has been updated with information about EWS on various hazards and regions (currently contains seventeen entries).  The EWS inventory (database and interface) has recently been trasnferred to the German Committee for Disaster Prevention, DKKV, which is providing resources to maintain and update this database. The inventory will be online through mirror sites at DKKV, UNEP.Net and ISDR-WG2 website.

(b)
 Brochure for the Inventory of Early Warning Systems:

In order to promote the EWS Inventory and inform decision makers about its existence and use, the WG2 is finalising the preparation of a brochure. Text and design are being assembled by UNEP-DEWA in Nairobi, in coordination with the ISDR Secretariat and the DKKV.  First draft is ready for circulation for comments amongst members of the WG2.

(c)
Indicators of Effectiveness of Early Warning Systems: 

The working group is preparing a concept and guidelines for the development of performance indicators to assess the effectiveness of early warning systems. First draft of the concept paper is being reviewed by the ISDR Secretariat and members of the WG2.

(d)
Potential cooperation with IATF-WG3 and UN–HABITAT:

UN-HABITAT and the IATF-WG3 have prepared a project proposal for “Risk, Vulnerability & Disaster Impact Assessment” and have approached the Chairman of the WG2 to discuss possible cooperation on this project in order to create synergy between the work of both WGs, in particular regarding the EWS inventory and EWS indicators. This new project proposes to formulate a set of indicators for vulnerability towards natural disasters. 

(e)
Preparation of the EWC-II:

Contribution to the preparation of the Second International Conference on Early Warning and Disaster Reduction (EWC-II) is one the main activities of WG2 in 2003, given the close topical connection between the focus of the EWC-II and of the WG2. The working group is represented in the EWC-II Steering Committee by its Chairman, Mr. Norberto Fernandez, and all members are asked to contribute to the preparatory process (as agreed at the 3rd Meeting of the WG2, in Potsdam, June 2002).

(f)
Africa Regional Consultation on Early Warning and Disaster Reduction:

The preparatory process for the EWC-II is based on a series of regional consultations. Two members of the WG2, Prof. Laban Ogallo and Dr. Norberto Fernandez, are actively participating in the preparation of the Africa Regional Consultation, which is coordinated by the ISDR Africa Outreach Unit, in Nairobi. Dr. Katharina Thywissen is also assisting the ISDR Africa Outreach Unit with the preparation of this regional consultation.

