PAGE  
6

CHECK AGAINST DELIVERY

SIXTH MEETING OF IATF

24-25 October 2002

INTRODUCTORY REMARKS BY THE CHAIR
I am very pleased to welcome you all to the sixth meeting of the Inter-Agency Task Force on Disaster Reduction. 

Let me also welcome the new representatives of WFP and of course all the observers from the Permanent Missions, the capitals and other organizations attending today’s meeting. I also welcome ILO attending our meeting for the first time.

This sixth meeting is held in an atmosphere of growing interest and support for the ISDR amidst an apparent and disturbing rise in both the frequence and scale of natural disasters. To that end, I am pleased with the increasing trust in our common cause and I wish to acknowledge that this is also the result of the work of the IATF.  Over the next two days, I look forward to exploring with you ways to increase the profile and visibility of this body to ensure a greater impact of its work and make it produce even better results in the future.

Since we last met in April,  I would like to touch upon several auspicious developments.  First of all,  I have participated in two meetings of the newly constituted ISDR Support Group, which has been created at the initiative of several member states led by Switzerland. As the chair of the Task Force, I am pleased with this new development and most grateful to the Swiss and other concerned governments for their support and encouragement.  The group is composed of about 15 countries interested in supporting and developing the ISDR. It has met twice so far, on 25 June and 24 September this year and has started to develop a fundamental role in serving as a platform for exchanging ideas and information and also to discuss priorities for the future. In doing so, I believe the Support Group has contributed to the identification of key issues on which the ISDR should focus. I also hope to draw from this group new ideas and further encouragement to promote our work, including how best to monitor our progress. 

 The Group has appreciated in particular the recent concrete results of the work of the Secretariat such as the release of the first publication of ‘Living with Risk, a global review of disaster reduction initiatives’, the opening of the ISDR regional outpost for Africa and the contribution to the World Summit on Sustainable Development.  All of these activities have been undertaken in close collaboration with partner agencies and with a strong inter-agency approach.

In addition to the Support Group, I am also pleased to note that the collaboration between the ISDR Secretariat and our partners is growing. For example,  collaboration agreements with UNDP and OCHA have been signed while work is in progress  to do the same with UNEP.  These are very useful tools to bring these inter-agency partnerships to a higher degree of synergy. I should also mention that the ISDR and the Joint Research Centre of the European Commission have engaged in discussing with a view to concluding a “Collaboration Agreement” aimed at developing joint work in the area of natural and technological hazards. I am personally very pleased with this set of agreements, which show the growing relevance of the ISDR for the work partner Agencies.

The agenda for this meeting includes a few important points for appraisal and decision. In particular, this meeting will take stock of some achievements resulting from our work during the past year.  Most of us will agree that the outcome of the World Summit on Sustainable Development constitutes a turning point for the recognition of disaster reduction as a central element of sustainable development. The ISDR Secretariat worked very consistently and energetically on all fronts since the very beginning of the preparations for WSSD, guided and supported by the Task Force, to achieve this important result.

Thanks to this consistent strategy, both the political statement of the Summit, and, most notably, the Plan of Implementation out of the Johannesburg Summit, provide a strengthened mandate for disaster reduction in this context. In particular, paragraph 35 of the Plan of Implementation,  states that (I am quoting) ”An integrated, multi-hazard, inclusive approach to address vulnerability, risk assessment and disaster management, .…., is an essential element of a safer world in the 21st century. Actions are required at all levels to “ (end of quote).  Ten action points follows this quote. The first and most relevant action point for us is (quote) to “strengthen the role of the International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (ISDR) and encourage the international community to provide the necessary financial resources to its Trust Fund”

These as well as other relevant parts of the plan of implementation provide a solid foundation to be built upon. We will discuss this afternoon, under item 5, the role of the Task Force and the ISDR Secretariat in the follow-up to WSSD. A first set of proposals is made in the relevant session document, which also includes a matrix of specific actions that could be undertaken in an inter-agency cooperation spirit. 

A second important question we have to discuss is the ten-year review of the Yokohama Strategy and Plan of Action, adopted in 1994.  As you know, the review of the Yokohama Strategy is mandated by the UN General Assembly (GA) resolution 56/195 (paragraph 18) in 2001 when the GA: ”Endorsed the proposal of the Secretary-General to review the implementation of the Yokohama Strategy for a Safer World: Guidelines for natural disaster prevention, preparedness and mitigation, and its Plan of Action, within the context of the framework for action for the implementation of the Strategy”.  

While the ISDR Secretariat will play a facilitating role, it is obvious that all partners concerned (governments, international, regional organizations and civil society) have to be fully involved in the process. The Task Force will have a prominent role in advising and supporting the ISDR Secretariat throughout the review. We should therefore discuss the plan for the work ahead of us, including a clear strategy, intended partners and target outcomes.

I believe it is important to underline that we are not requested nor do we intend to plan for yet another big UN conference. The review of the Yokohama Strategy should rather be understood as a process implying substantive work in stocktaking and evaluation, to be done primarily at expert level.  In addition, this process should also aim at bringing disaster reduction to a higher level of clarity and implementation. We all know that the Yokohama Strategy is a very comprehensive set of recommendations for global, regional, national and community action. Most of these recommendations are still valid today. What may be missing though is the review of what has been achieved and what is yet to be pursued
 and the agreement on specific targets linking together disaster reduction strategies, the WSSD Plan of Implementation, the Millennium Development goals and other relevant policy agendas.

One of our session documents contains a concept paper of the review of the Yokohama Strategy which is intended to facilitate our discussion. This concept paper was also shared with the ISDR Support Group in September, which responded in general positively to the scenarios suggested in the paper.  

Finally and as customary, we will hear reports from our Working Groups. Work by each working group is advancing substantively and at different pace, based on their distinct objectives and networking requirements.  I am glad to see that working groups are working towards producing tangible results. Our initiative to stimulate cross-fertilization of ideas among working groups has produced interesting discussions on both drought and the integration of climate and disaster databases. We will hear more from the respective Group coordinators tomorrow.  

During this meeting, we should spare some time to discuss the way the Task Force works and its intended role. As you will recall the General Assembly requested last year (res. 56/195) a review of the work of the Task Force. This review has to be included in next year’s report of the Secretary-General on ISDR to the GA.  Before any analysis is undertaken, I believe members of the Task Force should discuss it first. One of the matters to be discussed will be how to increase the profile and visibility of this body, including by enhancing the structure of its meetings. I look forward to your ideas and opinions on this.

Lastly, I would like to encourage all participants to engage in an open and frank discussion with a view to strengthening the ISDR as a key instrument to raise awareness and provide the much needed support to efforts around the world to reduce risk and vulnerability to natural hazards by governmental and non-governmental organizations.

� The Chair will give more details on the current preparatory process when introducing the relevant Agenda item (speaking notes will be included in the annotated agenda for the Chair)
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