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1. Support to expert meeting on early warning and sustainable development

In the context of the preparatory process leading to the World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD), the German Committee for Disaster Reduction (DKKV) organised an expert meeting on early warning and sustainable development. This expert meeting, held in Bonn/Bad Honnef, Germany, on 11-12 March 2002, was organised in consultation with the UN/ISDR Secretariat and with support from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Federal Republic of Germany.  

Two members of the WG2 attended the expert meeting in Bonn, Prof. Ogallo, from the IGAD Drought Monitoring Centre in Nairobi, and Dr. Norberto Fernandez, from UNEP’s Division of Early Warning and Assessment and Alternate Chairman of WG2.

Discussions were organised around three major areas of early warning: technical issues, public policy and early warning, and regional processes and community participation. During the second day of the meeting participants were divided in working groups and asked to identify –for each one of the three areas– target areas for action, timeframes, appropriate means to meet the targets and lead agencies and partners for the implementation of the activities proposed. The outputs of the three groups were recommendations for action on early warning at the WSSD, and specific inputs for a plan of action on early warning to be developed under the coordination of the ISDR Secretariat.

A number of recommendations for action developed during the meeting, are particularly relevant to WG2 activities. They are:

(1) Better inter-linkages to ensure dialogue among all stakeholders at the international, regional, national and local levels;

(2) Coordination and cooperation to integrate activities, interests and expertise of the various groups involved in the early warning process, organize information and technology exchange, train users to find and utilise appropriate early warning products, strengthen institutions at all levels and build capacity; 

(3) Promotion of convergence and coherence in early warning activities in the context of sustainable development;

(4) Promotion of regional strategies containing medium and long term actions and early warning systems related to cyclical weather phenomena and other hydrological risks;

(5) Rethinking of early warning technology development from a supply-oriented to a demand-oriented strategy (the user should be more involved in technology design);
(6) Thorough inventory and review/analysis of existing initiatives and programmes including community-based and traditional early warning systems, aimed at clarifying  various contributions in the early warning process] and drawing lessons to improve the effectiveness of early warning systems;

(7) Development of indicators/criteria to evaluate the effectiveness of early warning systems, including technology transfer and use of appropriate technology.

The course of action discussed at the expert meeting included the development of a global programme on early warning. The purpose of the programme would be to strengthen and link existing early warning systems and disaster risk management strategies through policy recommendations, international and regional conferences, capacity building at national and local level and the development of pilot projects.. This activity would be carried out within the framework of the International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (ISDR) and other relevant strategies or frameworks. Major areas of work the programme should promote include:

· unrestricted and affordable access to information for early warning purposes for all users

· vulnerability/risk assessments and mapping at the regional, national and local levels based on standardized methodologies

· risk mapping methodologies

· glossary of commonly used terms 

· treatment of uncertainty for decision-making purposes

· guidelines to design effective early warning systems: end-user oriented approach, clear definition of functions in the early warning chain, provision of multi-purpose information, feedback process, effectiveness indicators  

· translation of available data (particularly from global observing systems) into timely and useful products for decision-makers and specific applications

· standards for data exchange 

· assessment of technological needs/coping strategies at the community level

· networking and sharing of data, information and experience (lessons learnt), coordination and cooperation of early warning activities 

· inventory/review of capacities and activities 

· capacity building, education, awareness programmes, involvement of women 

· synergies with conventions on biodiversity, desertification and climate change

· pilot projects 

An important dimension of the early warning programme described above would be the development of an early warning platform/forum, under the auspices of the United Nations which would facilitate the dialogue between stakeholders and support the exchange of experiences and information on early warning, at the international, regional, national and local levels. The operational modalities for the platform/forum would be developed through a wide consultation to be carried out in 2002-2003, and the results presented to the Early Warning Conference II.

It is expected that that the global programme on early warning and the international early warning platform/forum should trigger the establishment of national and sub-regional early warning platforms/forum to strengthen networking and capacities among the actors involved in the early warning chain.

2. Participation in the the 3rd Meeting of the IATF WG4

The 3rd meeting of the IATF WG4-Wildland Fires was held on 8-9 March 2002 at the Global Fire Monitoring Center, GFMC, in Freiburg, Germany. One of the objectives of this meeting was to prepare a paper on wildland fire, early warning and sustainable development, as an input to the expert meeting on early earning an sustainable development organised by the DKKV on 11-12 March (see bullet 1).

The Chairman of the WG2, Dr. Norberto Fernandez, participated in the Freiburg meeting.  A full report is presented under WG4.

3. WG2 Membership

Two more organisations have joined WG2: the Caribbean Disaster Emergency Response Agency, CDERA –St. Michael, Barbados– and International Research Institute for Climate Prediction, IRI –Columbia University, New York, USA–.  Messrs. Jeremy Colleymore, CDERA’s Regional Coordinator, and Dr. Antonio Divino Moura, IRI’s Director General, will represent their organisations at the WG2. Pending, there is the response from the Drought Monitoring Centre of the Southern Africa Development Corporation, SADC, Zimbabwe, .

The current list of members of WG2 is included as Annex 1 to this report.

4. Activities

The WG2 Chair with the assistance from the ISDR Secretariat is working on the preparation of proposals for the implementation of the activities identified at the first meeting of the WG2 (November 2001). The project proposals cover: (i) the development of an inventory of early warning systems (jointly coordinated between UNEP and the German Committee for Disaster Reduction); (ii) development of a set of criteria to measure the efficiency of early warning systems (jointly coordinated between UNEP and the German Committee for Disaster Reduction); and (iii) development of a WG2 website ((jointly coordinated between UNEP and the ISDR Secretariat).

5. Second  meeting of the WG2

The GFZ-Potsdam and the DKKV have kindly offered to host the second meeting of the WG2 in Potsdam, Germany.  The preliminary invitation has been accepted and the proposed dates for the meeting are the 24-25 June, 2002.  

The second meeting of the WG2 is planned to follow the International Symposium on Global Environmental Change an Disaster Reduction, to be held in Berlin on 20-21 June 2002, hosted the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Germany. 
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