TALKING POINTS FOR PRESENTATION FOCUS PAPER 1: 

Mainstreaming of Disaster Reduction into 

Sustainable Development and National Planning

Rationale:

The most important legacy of the Decade is the recognition of disaster reduction as an integrated, multisectoral undertaking, closely linked to sustainable development planning and action.

Vulnerability reduction- and therefor disaster reduction- must represent a goal within development; bearing in mind that development is the improvement of the quality and standards of living, as well as the achievement of social well-being. Its ultimate goal must be the fulfillment of human needs and their environment, as well as the achievement of growth accompanied by quality. Safety is an essential component for human sustainable development. Disaster prevention must become a fundamental strategy to achieve a just balance between human settlements and nature.

In economic terms, losses caused by disasters, in terms of percentages of GNP, are 20 times higher in developing countries than in developed ones.

This concept is related to other strategic initiatives supported by the international community in the context of sustainable development, poverty eradication, the protection of natural resources, climate change, economic globalisation and the establishment of partnerships between public and private sectors- being Agenda 21 one of the most important ones. The United Nations Development Assistance Framework is also a key component where this topic should be dealt with.

Recommendations for the Task Force:

The TF should considerate to establish a new Working Group or to assign the Secretariat to follow up on the issue with selected Task Force members.

1- Task Force members and organisations within the UN system should commit themselves to disaster reduction as part of the strategy of the UN system aimed at achieving sustainable development, natural resource protection and sound environmental management (UNDAF, Agenda 21, etc.)

2- Discuss an appropriate inter-governmental mechanism for countries to report on risk reduction status at the national or regional level, on a periodic basis (periodic publication, “State of the Art”)
3- Discuss how Environmental Impact Reviews might systematically include a chapter on disaster proneness (include Regional Commissions).
4- ISDR Framework partners should be present at as many international fora and development meetings as possible (LCD Conference, Earth Summit 2002, etc.)
5- The ISDR framework should continue to improve the core set of indicators for vulnerability and risk for sustainable development.

6- The Secretariat of ISDR should closely monitor the agenda for these undertakings, in order to facilitate the activities of the task force members, member countries and other relevant bodies, outline opportunities, forthcoming events, etc.
General milestone: An increased partnership to adopt action plans for disaster reduction as part of sustainable development plans, as result of the mainstreaming of the issue in a manner that will lead to a measurable reduction in the impact of disasters in terms of saved lives and protected assets.
