DRAFT # 1


SPEAKING NOTES

For the Director

BRIEFING TO THE TASK FORCE ON DISASTER REDUCTION

10 October 2000

Introduction

(Let me introduce myself)

ISDR is a most interesting assignment for me, while the selection process for a permanent director is completed.

Coming from a sustainable development background, I fully understand the gravity of the problem posed by the increasing impact of natural and other disasters. Our planet is under increased threat from disasters. The future will witness more complex interaction between technological and natural hazards. Their compound effect may stretch beyond our imagination of today.

The only consolation is that these events have contributed to an increase in political awareness of the necessity to reduce vulnerability to natural hazards.

The ISDR spirit is in line with these trends and we in the Secretariat hope to continue to work in a co-operative and cross-sectoral atmosphere towards the realisation of disaster reduction.

Transition from IDNDR to ISDR

I have just taken up my functions as Director a.i. – but the secretariat was already engaged in a full range of activities, including the organisation of this meeting, at the time I joined.

In this regard, the transition from ISDR to ISDR has been completed with an emphasis on creating a platform for the Task Force and the other numerous partners of the ISDR, particularly the national committees, to implement the ISDR Programme.

I think that the spirit of the UN General Assembly resolutions on the successor arrangements to the IDNDR if to promote the development of a proactive culture of prevention. I believe that this is achievable through a system of healthy partnerships among the main stakeholders in this domain.

We base ourselves on the experience and the knowledge gathered during ten years of IDNDR. We believe that the Yokohama Strategy, adopted in 19994 by a very large constituency, remains an instrument of great validity still today.

But we also want to look resolutely towards the future. We need to bank on the fact that the Inter-agency Task Force on Disaster Reduction comprises not only organisations and entities of the United Nations system (ACC), but also representatives of civil society and non-governmental organisations as well as representatives from regional entities.

The role of the ISDR Secretariat

Regarding the role of the ISDR Secretariat, I wish to affirm that, in keeping with the relevant General Assembly and ECOSOC resolutions, the Secretariat will continue to function as an independent entity reporting directly to the Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and to the Secretary-General through the Under-Secretary-General. The role of the Secretariat, which has been affirmed in these resolutions, will continue to be respected.  

We should do that, however, without forgetting that one of the major tasks of the Secretariat is to ensure the establishment of an appropriate synergy between disaster reduction strategies and those in the socio-economic and humanitarian fields.  

The second point I should like to emphasise is that the Secretariat will not seek to duplicate the work of the various organisations and agencies responsible for the implementation of concrete programmes and projects in the area of disaster prevention and reduction.  

However, it does have a unique capacity to bring to bear on disaster prevention a multi-disciplinary and multi-sectoral perspective on the subject, which will serve to complement the work of the various organisations and agencies in their areas of sectoral competence.  

In line with the spirit of the UN General Assembly resolutions on ISDR, we therefore intend to promote the Secretariat as a catalyst with a view to energising the international community to support a proactive culture of disaster reduction in an effort to lessen the social and economic impact of disasters. 

Despite the less than auspicious beginning, I am optimistic about the future. The Secretariat is fully committed to the vision of transparency, inclusiveness and consultation that is a fundamental aspect of the ISDR. We have started to work assiduously to bridge the gaps between North and South, between technology and public policy and between the will to act and action itself. 

An overview of our activities

In line with the role of the Secretariat as just mentioned, I would like to briefly introduce some of our activities.

(HMV entry):

As a matter of fact the Secretariat has been very busy this year- we pulled together a summary of output and achievement for an information note last week, and I got impressed myself to see the range of engagements, within the functions established (Information note available at the table)

Just to mention a few areas where we have been active:

As back stopping for the Inter Agency Task Force (IATF), we assigned a professional officer for each of the three working groups, and to participate in the follow up process in support to the TF leadership.

To raise awareness, networking and in the area of being an information clearinghouse we have done a lot. The most important effort is the  preparation for the Annual Campaign for Disaster Reduction, that culminates on the International Day for Disaster Reduction on the 11th October tomorrow. The theme is: Education and Youth for Disaster Reduction- Focus on Wildfires.

A number of specific actions have been taken by the Secretariat to promote this year’s campaign in partnership with several international and national organizations- just to mention a few:


the preparation of case studies, articles and guidelines, packaged in a special information kit, and made available on the UNISDR website in English, French and Spanish. An exhibition and a video on the theme have also been produced. We hope some of you may attend the Press Conference and debate on the theme tomorrow afternoon- on the Day. A number of previous press-releases and even a press breakfast was already carried out here in Geneva.

We are also co-sponsoring two Conferences related to the theme: one in Caracas, Venezuela  - a Hemispheric Meeting to enhance risk and disaster management in education curricula, citizen participation and the encouragement of safer schools for the Americas; and another to be held in France later this month: the International Conference on Wildfire prevention, (Rencontre Feux de Foret 2000). 

Tomorrow afternoon we are also organizing the UN-Sasakawa Disaster Prevention Award ceremony.

Web sites: The first www.unisdr.org website was launched in April 2000 and will be developed further by the ISDR to serve as a joint platform for disaster reduction information and as an additional tool to raise public awareness, pursue information exchange and discussions. 

We also support the multi-organizational web-site and Regional Disaster Information Center- CRID- for Latin America and the Caribbean.

Important publications that are all available here today, include the on on “Lake Sarez and the Usoi Landslide Dam: Hazard and Risk Assessment in the Pamir Mountains, Tajikistan”, which is the output of the Inter-agency risk assessment mission carried out in 1999, and the experience from the 9 case study cities in the RADIUS Project (Risk Assessment Tools for Diagnosis of Urban Areas against Seismic Disasters). This is also accompanied with a CD Rom with the Assessment software.

3. Regional outreach and information sharing, dissemination and partnership is an important angle of our work.

As presented last Task Force meeting, our regional programme for Latin America and the Caribbean continues to fulfil an important role as platform and information clearing house in that region.

We have also participated with OAU, United Nations agencies and African Regional Economic Communities on ways to support the reduction of the vulnerability of African nations to disasters. UNDP and OCHA to elaborate on a

When it comes to  Information Technology, the ISDR Secretariat is consulting with UN agencies on the development of strategies for the use of GIS and other information systems in disaster reduction. We maintain collaborative arrangement with the Working Group on Emergency Telecommunications and ITU, including the Tampere Convention on emergency telecommunication.

Space Applications For Disaster Reduction- the Secretariat works in close partnership with the CEOS Disaster Management Group

Reducing the impact of climate variables such as El Niño and La Niña is a mandated task: Following the scientific and technical assessment of the 1997/1998 El Niño phenomenon, the Secretariat participated with WMO, UNU and UNEP in a study on the societal reaction and perception of the impact of climate variables. This study was carried out in 16 countries worldwide and the findings will be presented at the 55th General Assembly.

One important function of the Secretariat and ISDR is that of advocacy, mainstreaming and presence at international fora. We have participated in a great number of political and technical meetings and conferences as to promote integrated disaster reduction (not an exhaustive list) all over the world, in some cases including participation in design of guidelines or to enhance new or stronger partnerships, as in the case with the “mountain community”:

We have also participated in an Environmental Performance Review for Kyrgyzstan, coordinated by ECE secretariat. ISDR prepared the chapter on Risk Management of Natural Disasters in Kyrgyzstan as part of the mainstreaming effort designed to include disaster reduction and vulnerability levels in environmental impact reviews.

This Task Force meeting

Concerning this second meeting of the Task Force, we have an expectation that the preparatory work we conducted may serve to create a good, transparent and productive basis on which to discuss.

This is the main objective of the Draft Framework that we produced for this meeting, in consultation with all the members of the Task Force, national organisations, other UN Agencies, among which WHO and UNICEF, and other interested components of the ISDR constituency.

The Task Force also requested the ISDR Secretariat to undertake preliminary research and consultations and to submit proposals on the issues relating to capacity building in developing countries; the mainstreaming of disaster reduction in sustainable development and national planning frameworks; and the application of science and technology in disaster prevention. 

Beside these “focus papers”, which are not exhaustive in content and are mainly conceived to facilitate discussions, we are going to present two additional papers on awareness raising and on policy and legislation aspects relating to disaster reduction.

I will of course briefly introduce all these documents when the relevant Agenda items will be taken up.

Final remarks

In concluding, I should also mention that following the conclusion of the Task Force meeting tomorrow, a ceremony will be held from 2:30 p.m. to mark the International Disaster Reduction Day and, later that day, the Sasakawa Award, sponsored by the Nippon Foundation, will be presented to this year’s winner.  
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