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Side Event: PANEL DISCUSSION

Theme: 
Disaster risk reduction information platform: an opportunity for collaboration

Date: 
From 13:00 to 14:30, Wednesday 23 November 2005 

Venue: 
Room H-3, Palais des Nations, Geneva

Outline for Panelist participation

Objective: This panel seeks to exchange information and experience on what are information needs for disaster risk reduction, who are the expected users and how the proposed information platform can be used as a tool to enhance information knowledge sharing among different stakeholders under the Hyogo Framework for Action (HFA).

The HFA in its paragraph 33f requests to the members of the Inter-Agency Task Force on Disaster Reduction, in collaboration with relevant national, regional, international and UN bodies, supported by the ISDR secretariat to “stimulate the exchange, compilation, analysis, summary and dissemination of best practices, lessons learned, available technologies and programmes, to support disaster risk reduction in its capacity as an international information clearinghouse; maintaining a global information platform on disaster risk reduction and a web-based register ‘portfolio’ of disaster risk reduction programmes and initiatives implemented by States and through regional and international partnerships”.
The panel will be chaired by Mr. Saroj Kumar Jha, Senior Hazard Management Specialist, Urban Development Unit, World Bank. 

Each panelist is invited to address in 5 to 10 minutes one or several topics listed below, from the perspective of her/his organisation. PowerPoint projection facility will be available. Panelists who wish to use PowerPoint are invited to provide an electronic copy of the presentation to ISDR secretariat before the session starts.

Panel discussion topics:
· What do you expect from an information platform on disaster risk reduction?. 

· What data and information are already available?.

· Who are the expected users?.

· Examples of information services that could be delivered via Internet or other means: country information, national platforms and contacts, lessons learned and good practices by region and by country (full text information), national reports, disaster statistics, on-line hazard maps, on-line library and catalogue, web-based portal, etc.

· Ways to coordinate and contribute to a common information platform.

Panel discussion will be followed by questions, answers and comments from participants. The Panel discussion will be concluded with a wrap-up by the chair.

Depending on the usefulness of this side event, panels like this one could be recommended in future Task Force or Global Platform meetings.
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