21 November 2005

Brief note on

Technical discussion on guidelines for assessing progress towards disaster risk reduction within the context of the Hyogo Framework

Background and outline of discussion and exchanges

· Brief introduction on previous development and agreements relative to assessing progress towards disaster risk reduction (HF, existing document on example of indicators to measure the implementation of HF (23 May 2005, outcome on-line dialogue);

· Shared experiences from national and international perspective.

Report of discussion – the guidelines structure should:

· Specify multiple approaches and audiences;
· Include reference to significant international initiatives relevant to disaster risk reduction and its measurement;

· Explain and the highlight link between sustainable development issues (MDGs), poverty reduction and disaster risk reduction together with mainstreaming initiatives;

· Include national initiatives and case studies;

· Mention the importance of the national context in developing and applying benchmarks and indicators (a.i. data collection);

· Be succinct but provide necessary elements on “how” (methodology) together with practical examples;

· Constraints and limitations about indices and benchmarks for global ranching; 

Next Steps: 

· Participants were invited to provide case studies and other relevant information concerning methods and data gathering (time frame:  early January);

· Draft “0” to be prepared by consultants and shared to the meeting participants for feedback (timeframe: end of January);

· Revision of draft including comments to be circulated to a number of relevant actors (timeframe: end of February to received feedback by middle of March 2006);

· Further refinement of guidelines based on comments received and guidelines to be available by end of March 2006. 

Annex: 

· Agenda;

· List of participants;

· Background material – Outcome on-line dialogue; Brief note on working group on indicators (IATF/DR11);

-    Power Point presentation: Mr. Chakrabarti, India and the measurement of progress in relation to the HF.

