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Working Group on Climate Change and Disaster Risk Reduction

Progress Report for the Period May-November 2005

At the 11th session of the Inter-Agency Task Force on Disaster Reduction (IATF/DR-11) the Working Group on Climate Change and Disaster Risk Reduction agreed to an ambitious agenda to be reported on at the 13th session of IATF/DR. Significant progress has been made in some areas, while in others work has yet to begin. The following report details activities to date since IATF/DR-11 and necessary actions to enable completion of the work programme in the next six months.

DR+CC Infolink newsletter
At IATF/DR-11, the Working Group requested the ISDR secretariat to develop a revised operation plan for the continued production of the DR+CC Infolink newsletter. With guidance from the WG Co-chairs, the secretariat prepared the plan, circulated it to the Working Group and implemented changes in the latest edition, which include an expansion of the newsletter to six pages to host a feature section and the leadership of one of the Working Group members for each edition. The fifth edition of the DR+CC Infolink newsletter was published in November 2005 and includes a feature section, led by the Red Cross / Red Crescent Climate Centre, with the support of the ISDR Secretariat. As requested, the latest edition was produced in advance of the upcoming eleventh conference of the parties to the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change to allow readers time to plan their participation in side events listed in the newsletter. The Working Group had decided at IATF/DR-11 to develop a resource mobilization strategy for the continued production of the newsletter, which remains to be developed. 
Linkages with VARG

As agreed, the Vulnerability and Adaptation Resource Group (VARG) and the Working Group have been collaborating. The VARG secretariat encouraged its members to provide inputs to DR+CC Infolink (thus raising the newsletter’s visibility) and invited the Working Group to present at the upcoming VARG meeting in Montreal.

Paper on terms and concepts

The Working Group had decided to develop a document that briefly explains the terms and associated concepts (including wider context, history, conceptual background) used in climate change as well as disaster risk reduction. UNDP-BCPR Co-chair agreed to anchor this project by developing a draft paper, which is now in progress. The Co-chairs and the secretariat identified experts, including a recommended expert from the Least Developed Countries Expert Group (LEG), who will be asked to review and provide comments, along with the WG members.
Compilation of tools and knowledge capacities
The Working Group had agreed to compile disaster risk reduction tools that may be useful in climate change adaptation. WMO Co-Chair enabled the hire of a consultant who has developed a short paper detailing the disaster reduction approach for a climate change audience, as well as a list of tools and their use in the disaster reduction context. The paper is ready for consultation and will be discussed at a side event of the UNFCCC eleventh conference of the parties in Montreal on 30 November, 13:00-15:00. The conceptual framework for the paper as well as the side event has been developed through close collaboration among ProVention Consortium, the Red Cross Climate Centre and the ISDR secretariat (representing the Working Group). 

Inventory of ongoing disaster reduction efforts that have potential linkages with adaptation to climate change

Progress has not yet been made in developing a simple, easily manageable inventory of ongoing disaster reduction efforts that can help identify specific potential for linkages with adaptation to climate change.
Linkages between the UNFCCC process National Adaptation Programmes of Action (NAPAs) and disaster reduction

Discussions have been initiated with the LEG but concrete activities are yet to be carried out regarding (1) the compilation of specific disaster risk reduction best practices that can also assist communities in adapting to climate change and (2) case studies in selected countries to explore how implementation of NAPAs can be used as an opportunity to integrate some of the ongoing disaster risk reduction and adaptation to climate change activities on the ground. As these activities will require significant time investment the Working Group may wish to make them a priority for action in the coming months. 
Working Group webpage

Progress has not been made in developing the ISDR-hosted WG website that will provide substantive information on the activities of the WG. 

Additional completed activities linking climate change adaptation and disaster reduction

Additional activities that strengthen the areas of linkage between climate change adaptation and disaster reduction have been carried out:

· Online discussion and preparation of a statement for UNFCCC Parties: the ISDR secretariat prepared a draft statement for online consultation (9-16 November 2005) with the Working Group and other experts. The statement on the relevance of the Hyogo Framework for Action to the climate change adaptation agenda will be presented to Parties attending the 11th Conference of the Parties in Montreal (28 November-9 December 2005): 

· Collaboration for the preparation of Second National Communications: the ISDR secretariat presented at a workshop of developing countries preparing second national communications (to the UNFCCC). The secretariat highlighted the links between climate change adaptation and disaster risk reduction, the relevance of the Hyogo Framework, the usefulness of national platforms for the process of developing second national communications and the contributions of the Working Group in strengthening the climate change -risk reduction link.  

· Participation in the Red Cross/Red Crescent Second International Work Conference on Climate Change and Disaster Reduction: the ISDR secretariat represented the Working Group at this conference and presented the website on tools developed by IATF/DR Working Group 3. Discussions at the conference launched the cooperation with Red Cross Climate Centre and ProVention Consortium on the paper on disaster reduction tools.
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