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Progress of Activities under the International Recovery Platform

<Steering Committee Meeting on 16 September 2005>

On 16 September, IRP organized its first Steering Committee (SC) Meeting by connecting Geneva (ILO) and Tokyo (WB/TDLC) by Video Conference System with participation of all IRP members.

The Steering committee in its first meeting adopted the governance arrangement of IRP including the TOR of its Steering Committee proposed by the ISDR Secretariat. Criteria for membership, Governance and management features of IRP, location of the Secretariat (Hyogo Office) and modalities for funding the IRP activities were also decided. 

The Steering Committee elected Mr. Andrew Maskrey of UNDP as the Chairperson and Mr. Satoru Nishikawa of the Cabinet Office of Japan as the Vice Chairperson with 1 year duration.

The Steering Committee reviewed the proposed activities under the work plan.

ILO presented the work plan under capacity building, informing the members about the existing inventory of Capacity Building (CB) related organizations and the expansion of CB information sharing.

ADRC presented the “Cross Disaster Knowledge Management Kit” consisting of the Development of a database on the good practices and lessons learned from past recovery activities to be developed into guideline for better recovery for policy makers.
UNDP and the ISDR introduced the “Post Disaster Needs Assessment Methodology for Post-Disaster Recovery" including “Damage Assessment Methodology” and “Risk Sensitive Recovery Planning Methodology”.

The integrated work plan was adopted by the Steering committee.

<IRP Website>

IRP launched its website with an original domain “www.RecoveryPlatform.org”.

Currently, it includes the IRP background documents, introduction leaflet of IRP, report of the International Seminar on Post Disaster Recovery held in May 2005, links to IRP related organizations and a preliminary database including 56 good practices from different post disaster recovery experiences.

<Publications>

The IRP published the following preliminary documents:

· Introduction of IRP (English & Japanese)

· Brief Summary of the International Seminar on Post Disaster Recovery (English)
· Report of the International Seminar on Post Disaster Recovery (English)
They have been distributed at many occasions of local/ international meetings, seminars, conferences, etc.

<Recruitment of 2 UN Staff for the IRP Hyogo Office>

Disaster Reduction Unit, Bureau for Crisis Prevention & Recovery (BCPR) started recruiting a Program Advisor (A4 Level) and a Program Analyst for Knowledge Management & Advocacy (A3 Level) to be head quartered at the IRP Hyogo Office in Kobe.  The positions are funded  by the Government of Japan.  Interviews have been completed and offers have been sent out to the leading candidates by mid November. 

<Advocacy to promote risk reduction in post disaster recovery efforts: International Conferences, Seminars>

IRP made presentations on IRP activities and on the importance or integrating risk reduction in post disaster recovery plans in the following conferences;

· Asian Conference on Disaster Reduction, held in Beijing on 26-28 September 2005
(by ADRC and OCHA at the High-level round table, by IRP Secretariat at a Thema Session)

· UNESCAP-ADPC Forum on Disaster Reduction, International Day for Natural Disaster Reduction held in Bangkok on 12 October 2005  (by IRP Secretariat) 
<Joining of the UN Joint Needs Assessment Mission for South Asia Earthquake (SAE)>

Just after the launch of the IASC Early Recovery (ER) Working Group (WG) for the South Asian Earthquake, an Early recovery cluster was set up both in Pakistan and at the Head quarters in Geneva, to co-ordinate early recovery needs assessments, development of early recovery component for the UN Flash appeal to launch early recovery programmes on the ground. Many members of the IRP who are also members of the WGER, including UN- HABITAT, World Bank, UNEP, ILO, IFRC, World Bank deployed staff to support the Early Recovery coordination activities and the Joint Needs Assessment Mission led by UNDP. The IRP Secretariat and ADRC also participated.

<Proposed Events>

· 2nd Public Symposium on Post Disaster Recovery 

The second public symposium of post disaster recovery is being organized by IRP Hyogo Office, Cabinet Office of Japan, Hyogo Prefectural government and ADRC during the afternoon of 19 January 2006 in Kobe Hyogo. It will deal with “Lessons on recovery learned from recent major disasters”.
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