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Progress Report on Africa Working Group

Since its last report to the Inter-agency Task Force,  the Africa Working Group on DRR,  held its third meeting in Nairobi from 09 to 10 December 2004 before the World Conference on Disaster Reduction. The representative of the African Union Commission (AUC) chaired the meeting, which touched a number of issues, including the effectiveness of the working group, expansion  of its membership, and major progress made in disaster risk reduction in Africa as well as   preparations for the WCDR.

The Working Group noted that the 10th IATF meeting expressed interest in the expansion of the membership of the Africa WG, with several organisations, such as the WMO and WFP, officially expressing interest in joining.. The meeting proposed that the core membership of the Working Group should be revised and be composed of the following: AUC (Co-chair) Secretariat of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD), (Co-Chair), the seven Regional Economic committees of the AU
 UN/ISDR Africa
  UNDP
 UNEP
,  ADB
, ICPAC
  and ACMAD
. 

To compliment the core membership, an extended generic membership was agreed upon, which will also be invited to the meetings of the Working Group . This extended membership will include  all other interested stakeholders, including relevant regional and sub-regional organisations, other relevant specialised UN agencies, and Civil Society Organisations (CSOs). 

The core members of the Working Group, the RECs, will assume the responsibility of hosting the meetings on a rotational basis, with the support of UN/ISDR, as secretariat to the WG. The AUC proposed to host the next meeting. The AUC has proposed to host the Fourth Meeting of the WG and the date will be informed in due course. 

On  emerging issues on DRR, the Working Group agreed to hold  electronic consultation (e-mail) as necessary, lead by UN/ISDR, to gather  the WG’s opinion and then have the AUC communicate this to  to RECs, for their action.  

The Working Group also reviewed the Africa strategy on DRR and the draft Programme of Action for its implementation, which was developed in response to the call from the Heads of State, before its translation, printing and dissemination. The participants agreed that the Working Group should use the Africa DRR Strategy to better inform RECs in the development of their strategies. It  therefore agreed the AUC should send officially send the strategy , as soon as possible, to the RECs  as an AMCEN adopted policy document,, to assist them in addressing DR issues in their sub-regions.  

Regarding Africa’s participation in the WCDR, the Woking Group agreed that Mr. Bojang (AUC) and Dr. Rukato (NEPAD Secretariat) lead a sensitisation and resource mobilisation lunch hour-round table on 20 January 2005 at the WCDR, with the assistance of UN/ISDR-Africa. In addition, the meeting agreed on a display desk at the WCDR to showcase the Strategy. 

Due to financial constraints, the working group was not able to convene the fourth meeting as planned after the WCDR to discuss the implementation of the African Strategy under the guidance of the Hyogo Framework for Action. However, some of the core members of the working group (RECs) were able to advance disaster risk reduction in their own capacity, with the support of UN/ISDR Africa. 

IGAD is working on capacity building of its member states for disaster risk reduction and is at the final state in its training manual development based on the needs identified at a workshop in Nairobi on 25-27 August 2005. The test training for the Member States has already been scheduled for January 2006. The training materials will be made available to African countries beyond the IGAD region whenever there is a request. ECOWAS organized an expert meeting on disaster management in July 2005. Based on the recommendations of the expert meeting. Furthermore, ECOWAS has already taken action to develop its Common Policy to facilitate disaster risk reduction in its Member States.The drafting of the Common Policy is very much advanced and will  soon be sent out to the Member States for inputs and comments. The Revised Common Policy will be discussed and validated at a planned regional consultative meeting on DRR. 

The AU commission, as the Co-chair of the Africa Working Group, has managed to increase its leadership in advancing disaster risk reduction in Africa. The leadership has been strengthened involving the departments of political, social and cultural, economic, and humanitarian affairs. Right now, the AU commission is in its final preparation for the first Ministerial Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction. The Conference aims to strengthen information and experience sharing; engage political commitment, and finalize the regional plan of action, which was drafted in response to the call of the Heads of States and governments for the implementation of the Africa Regional Strategy on Disaster Risk Reduction. To ensure active participation from Member States of the AU, the Commission has already taken actions to translate the Africa Regional Strategy, the draft plan of action and the summary of Hyogo Framework for Action.

To facilitate the implementation of the Hyogo Framework for Action, an African Advisory Group was set up with five government officials and two experts who has been very active in disaster risk reduction in the continent. The main objective of the Africa Advisory Group is to provide regional experts’ support to the Working Group, based on their national and community-level knowledge and experience, in order to facilitate the Working Group’s efforts in advancing disaster risk reduction process in the continent..  The first collective action of the AAG was to write to their respective Heads of States requesting them to advocate disaster risk reduction at AU summits. The AAG has made advocacy among higher government officials possible in Africa. This also contributed to the possibility to organize the first Ministerial Conference on Disaster Risk reduction in Africa. The second AAG meeting is schedule in early February 2006 to discuss how to further facilitate the process in disaster risk reduction, based on the outcome of the planned Ministerial Conference.                    
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� Core membership agreed upon also because these are the official RECs of the AU: Community of the Sahel-Saharian States (CEN-SAD) Secretariat; Economic Community of Central African States (ECCAS) Secretariat; Economic Community for West African States (ECOWAS) Secretariat; Southern Africa Development Community (SADC); Common Market for Eastern and Southern Africa (COMESA) Secretariat; Inter-Governmental Authority on Development (IGAD) Secretariat and Union Magreb Arab (UMA). 


� Core membership agreed upon  because UN/ISDR-Africa acts as secretariat to the WG.


� Core membership agreed upon  because of UNDP’s ongoing support to continental to country level DR initiatives, particularly through its Bureau for Crisis Prevention and Recovery (BCPR).


� Core membership agreed upon  because of UNEP’s ongoing policy and advocacy interventions on DR and other environmental issues.  


� Core membership agreed upon  because of ADB’s ongoing support to continental to country level DR initiatives.


� Core membership agreed upon  as ICPAC is an African sub-regional organization working in the area of DR.


� Core membership agreed upon  as ACMAD is an African regional organization working in the area of DR.
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