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Eleventh Session of the Inter-Agency Task Force on Disaster Reduction

24-26 May 2005, Geneva, Palais des Nations, 

Conference Rooms XXIII and XXV

PROVISIONAL ANNOTATED AGENDA

ITEMS 1 – 4: MEETING WITH TASK FORCE MEMBERS 

1. OPENING 

1.1 Welcoming remarks by the co-Chair
The Meeting with the Task Force members will be co-chaired by Margareta Wahlstrom, Assistant Secretary-General (ASG) for Humanitarian Affairs and Deputy Emergency Relief Coordinator (DERC) and Kathleen Cravero, Assistant Secretary-General (ASG) and Director Bureau for Crisis Prevention and Recovery, UNDP.
1.2 Adoption of the agenda and timetable (documents: IATF/DR-11/workdoc1 and IATF/DR-11/workdoc2)
The present provisional annotated agenda and provisional timetable will be presented for approval.

1.3 Organization of work 
2. ELEMENTS FOR THE ROAD MAP TOWARDS THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE HYOGO FRAMEWORK FOR ACTION (HFA) 
IATF/DR-11 is the first Task Force session following the World Conference on Disaster Reduction (WCDR) held in, Kobe, Hyogo, Japan from 18 to 22 January 2005. Since then, the members of the Task Force have been reviewing their response to the recommendations priorities set out in the Hyogo Framework for Action (HFA).
Coordination of action towards the road map towards the implementation of the HFA (document: IATF/DR-11/workdoc7)

This item will provide an overview of efforts carried out so far.  Members will be invited to present their perspectives and contributions to the proposed layout of the road map for the implementation of the HFA, for approval by the close of the meeting. (Written contributions will be collected).

3. STRENGTHENING THE INTERNATIONAL STRATEGY FOR DISASTER REDUCTION FOR FACILITATION OF HFA IMPLEMENTATION 
3.1 Debriefing on the evaluation of the ISDR secretariat (document: IATF/DR-11/inf3)

Presentation by Ian Christoplos, leader of the independent consultants team, of the findings of the ISDR evaluation for consideration.


3.2 Provisional Modus Operandi for IATF/DR, and its tentative work programme for 2005 (documents: IATF/DR-11/workdoc3 and IATF/DR-11/workdoc4)
This item will provide, for consideration, a proposed enhanced Modus Operandi of the Task Force and its tentative work programme for 2005.  Members will be invited to establish a small drafting group to develop these concepts to be presented, for approval, before the close of the meeting.


4. REPORTING ON DISASTER REDUCTION IN THE UNITED NATIONS SYSTEMS

This item will provide an up-to-date overview of the different reporting mechanisms on disaster reduction in the UN system and invite inputs from the Task Force members.

4.1 Outline of the SG Report on Implementation of the ISDR (document: IATF/DR-11/workdoc5)

Presentation, for consideration, of the draft format and content of the SG report, requested by General Assembly resolutions A/RES/59/231, A/RES/59/232, A/RES/59/233, A/RES/59/279.


4.2 Special request: survey of existing capacities, gaps and lessons learnt towards the establishment of a worldwide early warning system for all natural hazards (document: IATF/DR-11/workdoc6)

Presentation, for consideration, of the preparatory process for the survey as requested by General Assembly resolution A/59/2005 “In larger freedom: towards development, security and human rights for all”.

ITEM 5: MEETING FOR WORKING GROUP MEMBERS AND INVITED EXPERTS
5. PARALLEL MEETINGS OF WORKING GROUPS AND THEMATIC PLATFORMS 
The Task Force working group and thematic meetings will take place in parallel. They will be chaired/ facilitated by Task Force members and/or the secretariat. The issues addressed relate to the linkage between climate change and disaster reduction (WMO, UNDP), the setting-up of an International Recovery Platform (ADRC, UNDP), indicators to measure progress in relation to the Hyogo Framework for Action implementation (ISDR secretariat), and national platforms (ISDR secretariat) 

Details of specific agendas will be made available separately.


ITEMS 6-12: MEETING OPEN FOR OBSERVERS

6. OPENING 

The Open Meeting of the IATF/DR-11 will be chaired by Jan Egeland, Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs. Observers, including Government representatives, are invited to participate in the discussion.

6.1 Introductory remarks by the Chair

The introduction will provide, for information, an overview of the status of IATF deliberations on the Road map for implementation of HFA and disaster reduction, and efforts undertaken by the United Nations to strengthen the coordination of effective and integrated action for disaster reduction.

The introductory remarks will also address the findings of the independent evaluation of the ISDR and suggested related actions.

6.2 Report on the work of the secretariat (document: IATF/DR-11/inf2)

Overview of the ISDR secretariat activities since the Tenth Session of the Task Force, for information.
7. PANEL ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE HFA: NATIONAL AND REGIONAL PERSPECTIVES

The panel will be co-chaired by Jan Egeland and a Government representative. It will provide, for information, the point of view from country representatives and regional organization on challenges and opportunities for the implementation of the HFA.

Themes to be addressed by the panellists:

- Governance of disaster reduction – priorities and organizational arrangements 

- Strengthening of national mechanisms (platforms, committees), potential for North-South collaboration

- Sustainable resources for disaster reduction

- Mainstreaming disaster reduction into national development plans – a bilateral agency’s experience

- Regional IATF/DRs – what are their perspectives?

The panel presentations will be followed by discussions on ways forward and the role of the UN and the ISDR IATF in strengthening regional and national implementation of the HFA.


8. PREPARATION FOR THE INTERNATIONAL DISASTER REDUCTION DAY – MICROCREDIT AND DISASTER REDUCTION (document: IATF/DR-11/inf8)

This item will provide, for information, a presentation by Margaret Arnold, World Bank, on existing microfinance tools and their relevance to disaster reduction, followed by a discussion on the preparation and activities for the International Day focussing on disaster reduction and microcredit.

9. INDIAN OCEAN TSUNAMI EARLY WARNING SYSTEM (IOTEWS) AND RECOVERY WITH A RISK REDUCTION APPROACH: STATUS, CHALLENGES AND WAY FORWARD (document: IATF/DR-11/inf5)

This item will provide, for information, an overview of efforts carried out so far in the establishment of an IOTEWS and will be introduced by three presentations:

· UN coordinated approach to the establishment of a regional IOTEWS, Dr Patricio Bernal, Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission of UNESCO (IOC)
· Challenges in developing an “end-to-end” IOTEWS, Dr Juan-Carlos Villagran, UNU

· Integrating the IOTEWS and disaster reduction into recovery efforts in the region, to be confirmed
The presentations will be followed by discussions.


10. REPORTING FROM IATF/DR THEMATIC AREAS AND WORKING GROUPS
10.1 Climate change and disaster reduction (document: IATF/DR-11/inf11)

Presentation, for consideration, of the findings of the Working Group deliberations.

10.2 Establishment of an International Recovery Platform (document: IATF/DR-11/inf7)

Presentation, for consideration, of the conclusions of the International Seminar on Recovery, Kobe, Japan, 11-13 May 2005, and the related thematic discussions under item 5. Members will be invited to establish an advisory group and review and endorse the work plan.

10.3 Platform for the Promotion of Early Warning (PPEW) (document: IATF/DR-11/inf6)

Report, for consideration, on activities of the PPEW and the planned Third Early Warning Conference  (EWC-III) by Reid Basher, PPEW Coordinator.

10.4 Disaster Risk Reduction and Environmental Management (Document: IATF/DR-11/inf12)

Presentation, for consideration, of a partnership between UNEP and ISDR. Members will be invited to consider the establishment of a Working Group to develop these matters further.
11. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Members and observers may wish to raise further matters of interest to the IATF/DR.

Proposed dates of the next Session: 22-24 November 2005
12. CLOSE OF SESSION (document: IATF/DR-11/workdoc8)

Members will have available, for approval, a draft document containing the decisions and recommendations taken at the IATF/DR-11 session as well as the Modus Operandi of the IATF/DR and a tentative work programme for 2005.

______________________
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Expected outcome: Consensus on the layout of the road map for the implementation of the HFA.
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Expected outcome: Comments on the findings of the evaluation report and proposals for follow-up action.





Expected outcome: Modus operandi and 2005 work programme for the enhanced IATF 








Expected outcome: Inputs for the SG report with regard to their format and content.





Expected outcome: Advice on the format and preparatory process for the survey. 





Expected outcome: Draft reports of the discussions to be presented to the Task Force.





Expected outcome: Integration of national and regional perspectives into the road map for the implementation of the HFA.





Excepted outcome: Exchange of information on the establishment of the IOTEWS and identified opportunities for inter-agency collaboration in its various components.





Please note that agenda items 1 to 5 are submitted to Task Force members. 





Item 5 is open to Working Group  members and invited experts





Observers are invited to attend agenda items 6 to 12 starting on Wednesday 25  May 2005 at 14.30 hours.
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