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Rationale: Around the globe, land use and land cover changes are eroding the natural buffers that protect communities from hazard risk. These same changes often erode people’s capacity to recover from disasters. Environmental managers and disaster managers are natural allies in reducing disaster risk and enhancing community resilience; however, practitioners in both fields are generally unfamiliar with the wider impacts of their decisions and the specific opportunities for synergy. Among other concerns, detailed information of the costs and benefits of various management options is scarce, understanding of the changing thresholds in hazard probability is scant and good practices in integrated planning have been unheard of. 

UNEP, the ISDR are committed to working together in order to systematically addresses these deficiencies and to capitalize on the synergies between disaster risk reduction and environmental management. 

Objective: Broadly, this area of work should aim to ensure that environmental management concerns are reflected in the follow up to the WCDR, to increase the integration of risk reduction in environmental policy, and to strengthen the resilience of ecosystems in an effort to preserve natural buffering functions and to reduce the likelihood of new hazards associated with environmental degradation.
The strategic directions and priorities include dialogue between these communities; establishing a foundation for collaboration in demonstration projects and pilot initiatives in some of the most vulnerable regions of the world; improving scientific/technical understanding of key issues (such as critical thresholds in environmental change and hazard risk, costs and benefits of management options etc.); and reviewing and recommending good practices and guidelines for strengthened policies, integrated planning and program implementation. 

Proposal: UNEP and ISDR suggest the establishment of a Working Group under the IATF/DR to advise on activities proposed through the partnership; to provide a forum for technical review of substantive work undertaken and to gain support from the participating governments and organizations. 
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